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CHAPTER 1. 

Two Atlantic Trips. 

N ll)l")l~I{., leaning over the rail of the 
J)l'Omc11acle deck on t}1e _ )i11cr rrorania, 
,vntcl1cd the bust.lo a11d activity elf 
t.hc quayside ,vitl1 interest.. In a 

neigl1bouring clock to,\1erc<l tl1c vastness of a 
great .l\tla11tio liner, a veritabic ,gia11t in con1-
parisor1 t-0 1 he i11odest 'foran ia. 

.. -~--' 

"Sha11't lJe lo11g· 110,v, g11v'nor, n rer11arke<f 
:"JiJJ}J('r, as Nelso11 J .... ce joi11ecl 11in1. '' See111s 
to n1c tl1at \ve'rc goi11g to llilYe a loncl;,t 
send-off. ~lost pco1Jle have l1eaps of friends 
to \\'ave to the111. But 11oi>0<l_y cares ab(J11t 
\l S." 

N elso11 Lee la ugl1c(l. 
.. I'm afl"aid :yo11'i-e getting senti1ne11 tn I, 

j~oung 'un," ~nicl the fa111ous detective clr.yl~T. 
"'fhis trip of ours is ar1 u11expected on~-,• 
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-where prehistoric ma.mrnals roam, where cave men lurk, where old-time pirates 
have their lair. Such is the land, three thousand feet iD the sky, where flve stalwart 

adventurers are confronted with the most startling perils of their lives ! 

and ,ve l1ad to 111ake our arrangements in a 
rush. At this hottr, yesterday·, \\"e had no 
idea that we shottld be sailing for the West 
Ir:..dies so &0011." 

'' Yes, it l1a.s been a hit hectic," ad1nitted 
Nipper. '' Tl1ere l1as11>t been ti111e for any­
bcxlJ' to get i11 totlch with tts--" 

He brolie off so abruptly that Nelson Lee 
gave him a curiotts gla11ce. A suddo11 Hush 
l1ad come into Nipper's face, and as lie leaned 
over the rail }1is eyes ,vere glittering v,rith 
great exciteme11t. 

'' Guv'nor ! " he ejaculated breathlessly. 
'' J..,oolc ! " 

He })oir1ted to the tl1rongs of people crowd­
ing rot111d and abot1t the main gangvlay. It 
,vas a colo11rf ul scene, '"·itl1 the busy dock, 
tl1c 11t1merous officials, and t.110 crowds of pas-

ser1gers' frier1ds. Bttt the figt1re '"l1ieh l1ad 
attracted Nipper's attcr1tio11 ,,·as so cl 1fl"ere11t 
fro1n all tl1e others tl1at even NeL';o11 Lee 
gave a little start. For tl1at figure ,\·as tower­
ing shoulder-higl1 above his companions-a 
httgeJ massive negro, •"'·ith a fine carriage, 
l1is l1ead held IJroudly. And sor11el10,,, his 

well-fit~ing lounge suit seemed ut-tcrl~,, in• 
co11gruous. For thia great negro was obvi­
Ottsly an African of noble blood, and Euro­
pean clothing, oven of the best, sat ill upon 
him. 

"Upon m~· ,vord ! ,,. said N elsor1 Lee softly. 
'' A.in I rigl1t, gttv'nor ?" asked Nipper, 

turning an eager face to the detecti,,,e. u If 
that fine figure isn't old Umlosi I'm going 
into my dotage ! I could pick him out in a 
thousand ! " 

'' Yes, he's Umlosi sure enot1g11-and, by 
the same token, here comes ottr old friend 
Dorrie himself!,, said -Lee. '' That cli11cl1es 
it, doesn't it? I t.houkht you said \\ye had no 
friends to see us off?" 

But Nipper v.·as lcanir1g far over and wav4 

ing and ~,9elling. 
''Hi! Umlosi!" he bel­

lo\\~ed. '' Here \\~c are l" 
Umlosi, King of -Kutana­

land, turned his great head 
upwards, and a sparkle 
came into his c~rcs. ..Ho 
flung ottt an enormous hand 
in salute. 

'' Wau [0 came his deep, 
rumblinJ \"oioe. r, 'Tis he of 
the quick ~'e and the 
itimble limb 1 Greetings, 0 
Manzie I'' 

'' Greeting )·ottrself, 0 
chunk of antl1racitc !.,, rc-­
torted Nipper, grinning. 
'' Come 11pon deck, y·ott old 
bounder! There's ncarl\'· a11 

hour before the boat sails, 
and we can ha,,.e a ja,v !u 

'' Strange ,vords, )young 
master, but methinks I 
gatl1er their meaning," re• 
plied U rnlosi gra ,,cl:y. "I 
con1e ,vitl1 N'I~osc, my 
master.'' 

lie made for the gangway, 
and a polito official at.• 
teri1pt.ed to detain him in 
qt1est of a t.iclcet or s01110 

otl1cr at1thoritv to allow }1i1r1 
aboard t.he ship. Bt1t he n1igl1t as \\'ell have 
at.tempted to detai11 a tidal ,vave. U111losi 
Sl\"ept l1i1n aside a11d lea1Jt 11p the ga11g""ay 
,vith a11 agility astonishing in one so bt1lky. 
Ho,, .. cvcr, L0rd Dorrin1ore ,,,as close bel1i11d, 
and he was \\'ell armed with permits. 

'' Wau ! I am glad to once atJ:o-in shake 
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~he hau<l ot the 1nigl1ty U111tagati, '' rumbled 
Umlosi., as lie greeted Nelson I"'ee at t.he 
top of tl1e ga11g,\·ay. '' Well mayest thou bo 
known as tl1c Wizard, 0 sagacious 011e ! '' 

U111losi's delight ,,·as not very. demo11str~-­
tive, but it ,vas ,vholeheartedly sincere. His 
n1a1111er ren1ained grave, but l1is eyes were 
ft1ll of ~·arn1th a11d friendli11ess. 

"\Vell, _you slippery beg·gars, ,,·hat's . ~he 
idea of tl11s? '' de1nanded a cl1eerful, fan11J1ar 
voice. '' Lil(e your 11crve, to 1nake t1s co1nc 
chasing down to Southampton to get a ,vo1~ 
with you!'' 

Lord Dorri1nore, i1nmacttlate, debo11air and 
s1nili11g, shook Nelso11 Leo by the hn11d and 
clapped Nipper 011 the back. People paused 
on the deck to watch, for there \\'as some­
thing singt11arly fasci11nti11g and fine about this 
virile, broad-shoi1ldere<l, six-foot peer ,vl10 was 
famous throughout· the ,vorld for his feats of 
daring and his adventt1rous expioratio11 
,vork. 

•• Come down to my cabi11, Dor1·ie, '' said 
Lee, smiling. '' \\'Te ca11't talk comfortably 
here-and l'n1 afraid \\'C have11't n great deal 
of time.'' _ 

Uinlosi accompanied them to th48 state­
room, and in private they amplified their 
Jirst g1·eetings. 

'' I couldn't belie,·e my eyes when I tiist 
caught sight of you, Umlosi, '' said Nipper. 
'' You're the last person I expecte<i to see in 
Southa1npton-or i11 E11gla11d, if it comes to 
that. I t)1ought yo11 were tho11sands of miles 
away, son1ev.,fiere in· the ~Ialay States.,, 

•• N'Kose, my n1aster, gro,,·s tired of the 
recking jt111gles of that fever-ridden cou11-
try," replied Umlosi, ,vith a11 expression of 
disgust. .. \Vau l l11 my own beloved Kutana­
la11d there are fair landscapes a11d mighty 
fore8ts:--'' 

•· Don't take any notice of him,'' i11'terrupted 
Dorrie, with a grin. ,. There!s 110 place in 
the world like Kuta11aland, accordin' to him. 
He trots out this record as regt1larly as clock­
,vork. As a matter of fact, I brought him to 
E11g]and for a definite purpose. But more of 
that later. I want to know ,,.hy you fellows 
are chasin' off to the West I11d1es just whe11 
I want you at home? Of all the co11fou11ded 
luck! l'n1 ot1t Ea!t for over six mo11tl1s, a11d 
the first day I arri,,e home I'm dar11ed if 
you do11't go traipsing off West!'' 

'' Just the cussedness of tl1ings, Dor1·ie1 '' 

replied Nelsor1 Lee, ,vith a sn1ile. '' B11t if 
yot1 act like a decent huma11 being, and re-
111ain in England for - a respectable time, 
you'll see plenty of me. I expect to be back 
i11 little over a month.'' 

'' But why go at all?'' _compla~ned his lord­
ship. '' If you 1·eany need a holiday--'' 

u Don't run away with the idea that this is 
n holiday trip,'' interrupted Lee. '' A11d old 
friend of mine, Colonel Stanton, came to me 
yesterday in acute distress. It seems that 
his young brother, who holds a Government 
appointment ir1 Kingston, Jamaica, has been 
arre.stccl on a ~harga 1£ murder. An ugly 
case, by all that I can hea1·. The evidence 
against ·yo1111g Sta11ton is as black as it could 

bc1 but the colonel s\\·ears by all the · gods 
tl1at there's been some colossal bl1111de1·.,, 

"So he prevai}cd upon :yot1 to go ot1t arid 
investigate,_ eh?" said Dorrie. •i; Well, of 
course, that's differe11t. If 3rou're go_ir1' out to 
save somebody's lite, I forgive yot1. But it'll 
take abo1tt a fortnigl1t to get to J a1naica i11 

this old tub, won't it?" 
'· You'd bett.er not let the captai11 l1ear 

you tall< i11 that ,va)', Dorrie-for tl1e r1~0I·u,11i,, 
is or1e of the 11e,ve:-;t a11d fast.est boats i11 tl10 
service." 

'' No offe11ce," grin11ed Dorrie. .. B11t if 
yot1're really a11xious to get to J a111aica 
quickly, l ca11 la11d :you the1·e in-- Let n1e 
see." He scl'ewed tip his e:yes and co11-
centrated. '' Three days to get ready, a11d a 
couple of days-- Yes, to-day's llo11day. l 
ca11 get yot1 tl1erc 011 SaturdaJ-"." 

'' A11ti ho,v do l·ou propose to ,vork this 
111 ~raclb ~ '' as keel Lee dryly. 

'· I'll fly J"Otl ove1·. '' 
'' Very ki11d of :you, bttt my object is to 

save a 1if e-11ot to sac1·ifice t,~·o." 
.. But you don't understa11d,'' said l1is lord­

ship eagerly. '' I've come home to do tl10 
J.~asb to West Atlantic fligl1t, n11d our old 
friend, Sir Ho~art l\.la1111ers, of the lia11nel''S 
Aircraft Corporation, is supplyi11g 111e "rith 
tho very latest amphibian monopla11e. She's 
glorious, Lee. l'vo seen her ,1lready; sl1e's 
11early fit for the flight. I recko11 to do the 
Lo11don-New Yark trip ,vithout a 11itch. 
B11t if you only give the word, I shall cl1ange 
1ny course " 

'' I ,vi.sh you all the luck i11 tl1e ,,·orld ,vith 
your ve11tu1·e, Dorrie, but plcaso leave 1110 
out of it," said tl1e great detective, sl1aki11g 
his head. '' I do not dot1bt tl1e reliability 
a11d stltrdi11ess of yottr 'plane; but e,ren yo11 
must ad111it that Atlantic flyi11g is rather more 
uncertai11 that the slower steamship 1·oute. By 
rc111ai11i11g aboard the To1·ania I am at least 
pretty certain of arriving at 1ny destination.'' 

'' Even liners go down son1etimes1 " said 
Dorrie hopef ltlly. 

.. No; I ,vould11't thi11k of it,'' laughed 
Ne]so11 Lee. '' Y ot1ng Sta11ton's life is i11 the 
bala11ce, a11d I ca11not afford to take a11y 
cha11ces. Other'\-\"iso I'd be glad e11ottgh to 
sl1aro the tl1rill of this Atlantic trip." 

Lord Dorrimo1·e grt1nted. 
''\Veil, I l\'011't argue,'' l1e said. ''\Vhen 

yo1t say ' No,' you mea11 ' No.' It's a pity 
)"Ou'1·e such a11 obstinate, pigheaded blighter!'' 

'' Well, at least you are perfectly frar1k, '' 
chuckled Lee. '' Am I to understa11cl that 
you are taking Umlosi 011 this flight?" 

••Ballast,,: explained Dorrie briefly. 
'' Thot1 art trt11y jcst.i11g, N'Kosc," said 

U mlosi i11 a trot1bled ,,.oicc. '' Am I no better 
than so 111t1cl1 sand? I go witl1 thee becattse 
n1y s11ako tells me that there ,,,.ill be ma11y 
gri111 battles, a11d already my 11ostrils see11t 
the tang of fighti11g. I gro\v soft witl1 tho 
idle11ess of t1seless travel. ThiB, 1ny master, 
I am prepared to eve11 ve11ture t1pon this 
strange ship of the air w hicl1 flies like the 
great bird.'' 
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Lord Dorriniore became suddenly serious. 
''Yea, I can't quite understand," he said 

sloy.,Jy. '' It's very seldom that Umlosi's 
' snake ' leads him astray, Lee. That i11stinct 
of his is positively 1tncanny. Bttt can J·ou 
~xplain to me ,vhy he can already niff the 
tang of fi.ghting? How many battles do you 
thin·k ,ve're likei~r to encounter over the 
Atlantic?" 

'' Y 01t might encounter some 'Ylhen you get 
to New York," said ·Nipper solemnly. ''I've 
heard that Ne,v York is getting pretty nearly 
as llad as Chicago." 

"He does111t mean that kind of fightit1', 
yot111g 'un," said J)orrie, shaking his head. 
'' ,v.11en U mlosi's s11ake whispers the word of 
battle, it means gore, and plenty of it. It 
means more. Fightin' ,vith s\\·ords, bare 
fists, an' all that sort of thing. He's not 
interested in g11nmen. '' 

'' Perchance thou art scoffi11g at t,he whis­
Jlerings of my s11ake, '' said Umlosi. '' Bttt in 
due course, N'Kose, thou wilt hav·e cause to 
remember.. Let tts venture ltpon this strange 
trip, for it ,vill mean excitement s11ch as 
we l1ave 11evcr before enco\111tered. I have 
spoken.'' 

'' Y 01.1 see?" said Dorrie, with a keen glance 
at Nelso11 Lee. '' I ca11't shift him from 
that settled impression. That's one reason 
why I'm so eager for the. trip." 

Nelson Lee had a secret thottght that Um­
losi's ir1st1nct ,vas someho,v foretelling deatl1 
itself; and that the battles ,vere to follow 
in his after-life. For it "·as palpably abstrrd 
to i1nagino any fighting-of Umlosi's i1ar .. 
ticttlar brand-in the bleak and solitary 
wastes of the Atlantic. 

For some little time Nelso11 Lee and 
Dorrie chatted on general subjects, and Um­
losi amused Nipper by giving a brief account 
of his experier1ces in !\'.lalaya. T 1hen, ·11n­
expectedly, Lord Dorri more suddenly gave n 
whoop ,v·hich ,\ro111d have done credit to one 
of U mlosi' s fiercest ,varriors. 

"By tho Lord Harry!" roared Dorrie. 
'' I',re got an idea ! " 

''I'll warrant it's a rash one,'' said Lee 
promptly. 

'' Rash, lle hnnged ! The amazin' thing is 
I didn't think of it before,'' exclaimed his 
lordship, l1is ey·es glittering. '' Here am I 
malcin' plans to fly to New York-a coinmon­
p1ace trip no,vada:ys-\\then t-here's a chance 
of a much better ro11te. You fellolvs are 
sailin' for Jamaica to-day, and I'm plannin' 
to take off later in the ,,·eek. " 1ell, why 
shouldn't I plan ottt a more s011tl1e1~Iy route, 
an' hop direct to the ,vest Indies?" 

'' Well, for one thing, the distance is at 
least a tho11sand miles farther-and not a 
speck of land to alight on in case of trouble." 

"My dear fellow, what does thnt matter?" 
asked Dorrie. '' This lVla11ners 'plane is like 
a private yaoht-sleepin'· cabins, saloon, elec• 
trio light~ an' cveryt.hing :your hea1·t could 
desire. She has a range of six thousand 
miles, and accommodation for ten. I shall 
be travellin' light, and can even take extra 
f11~l. So ,vl1at's an ext1·a thousand miles?" 

'' I s11ould11't chance it, Dorrie,'' said Lee 
earnestl)r. '' Far better to stick to the 
' cro'h .. ded • shipping roads. Even on the 
New York route, \\·hioh is the busiest of all, 
you might fly for half a day '"ithout sight• 
ing a si11gle vessel. On the more southerly 
route you ,,,.ould necessarily leave the ship­
ping roads completely behind, and your 
chances of sttrvival, in case of a forced 
descent, would be practically nil.'' 

Lord Dorrimore laughed. 
'' You can't scare me," he said. '' You 

can expect to see my 'plane Hy over this tttb 
-I beg its pardon-this high.class liner, at 
about the end of the week. An' \\~hen you 
go do,vn the gangvlay at Kingston, you'll find 
me \\1aitin'-~·ith Umlosi by my side. How's 
that?" 

"It sounds quite interesting,'' replied Nel­
son Lee. '' Bt1t I still think that it's a fool· 
hardy proposition, Dorrie. But as you're 
Stlch an .obstinate, pigheaded blighter, it's 
no good arguing \lllith you.'' 

''Not a bit,,, grinned his lordship. '' We 
seem to be a pair, don't we?'' 

I T was characteristic of Lord Dorrimore 
to ~ome to such a sudden and dramatic 
decisio11. His adventurous spirit made 
him jump at this opportunity to do 

something ''different." He regarded the 
Atla11tic flight as somet-hing rather interest-­
ing, but by no means thrilling. It would 
really l1e heaps better to make the no11-stop 
flight f1·om London to the West Indies, a11d 
to perform a f e\\,. evolutions over the Torania 
en route. 

As a general rule, Dorrie took serious heed 
of Umloei's '' snake ''-in other words, his 
instit'Ct. But t.his tinie there V\ra.s every in• 
dicatit:'1 that the Kutana chief '\\·as right off 
the sc~1 .. ~- }~ven D01·rie, optirv-ist though he 
was, qtti~ failed to see how he could hit 
upon any ,var-like adventures in the Atlantic. 

Yet Umlosi was so seldom wrong. 
., We had to rtin down and see you befor~ 

you sailed," said his lordship. "We only got 
into London last night, and I had quite a 
shock this morning, \\·hen I went along to 
Gray's Inn Road." 

'' \Vell, Dorrie, it was very nice of you. 
to make t,he special trip to Southampton in 
order to see us off,,, said Nelson Lee. '' A 
totally ,1nexpected s11rprise-and a_ delightf ~11 
one .. Nipper '\\·as only saying, just before we 
sav..· J?ou on the q11ay, that nobody had come 
to see us off--'' 

He \\'as interrupted by the sot1nd of an ex• 
citecl voice out in the c01·ridor-and a 
familiar voice. Nipper burst into a laugh. 

'' \Vell, I'm jiggered!" ho yelled. '' Som~­
body else come to see us off, by the sour1d 
of ·it.''· 

The door burst open, and a burly school­
boy, flushed and excited, stood framed in 
the open doo~ray. He was none other than 
Ed\\~ar<l Oswald Handforth, of St.• }.,rank's! 
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CHAPTER 2. 
The Stowaway I 

'' It ha.ppened last 11ight. That ass, Tra,,,.ers, 
played a silly practical joke, a11d ~e me_· 
think that a murder had been committed in ''H· ALLO !'' said Ha11dforth a,vk,,ta1·dly. tho monast!ery _ruins. Bloodstains and every-

. Yet there was a note of relief in thing! I got on thp track like a shot, a11d 
his voice too. And as he looked I even. proved that old Pyer.aft, of t.he Fotirth, . 
from Nefsor1 Lee and Nipper to was the murderer.'' 

Lord Dorrimore and Umlosi, the excite~i '' Deni· me. l''. :said !Jee gravely. 
Bparkle in his eyes increased. . ''Yes,. sir,.'' ,verit on I-Iandforth, his voice 

_.••. My only sai11ted aunt!'' l1e ejaculated. becoming bitter. '' The11 Church a11d 
'' 1-1 didr)'t 01(.}~ect to see you here, .sir. ' 1 McClure found out about it, just as I was 

•
4 If it comes to that, I did11't expect to going into l\ifr. Pycraft's study to arrest 

see you, Ha11dy-so ,ve'1·e quits,'' said Loi·ti l1im. '' 
Dorrimore pleasantly. '' Good glory! To do ,vhat? '' asked Lord 

•• Wau ! 'Tis he of tJ1e u11controllable Dorrimore, in worider. 
limbs-the Clumsy One,'' rumbled: Umlosi_. "To arrest him, sir.'' 

•: By George,- i_t's,, good to see you_,- Q~~ :' Bt1t yo11're not · a police-ofticer-yot1 can't 
los1-you, too, .sir, 110 added, turning ~-. ar·r~t people.'' 
~els~n __ Lee. " Thank goodn~s I got here ~n : · •• AllYhOw ,. I was going to ~a_ndcuff. him 
t1me, ♦ I tl1oµght 1_. sl1ot1ld_n t -manage it. and take him '.. dovl11 to the pol1ce-stat1on, '' 
Don t . n;tnd . me ~nul?g to .. see you of_f, do , explained • HandfortJ:i. . "But Churchy and 
you, sir; Hfw a~c thmgs ,uth Y.,~u, ~tppe~, · Mac grabbed me, and then they howled with k~o;!1,1 • \\ e mu~s you at st- }i rnnk s, you ]aug~OOr ~ecause l .had been spoofed_. And 

Ho rattled on~·- sc~rcely ~Bowing anybody . t}
00

make ,!t. worse, Irene happened to come 
else to get a ,vo1·d. 111 edgewa:ys. .. • a g . . . . 

H Wel] it's ,tcry nice of yott ftandforth ,, ''Irene?'.' 1nterrt1pted Do1·r1e. r'You n1ea11 
said 1,eJ, patting the burl_y Re~ovite on the I~ene Ma~t~;s, the daughter of my old pal, 
shoulder. '' Nipper arid· I must take it as Sir Hobai ? -, 
a very big complime11t. Bi1t I'm -afraid ''Yee, sir.'' 
there is very little tin1c Jcft. Visitors must '' Splendid girl!'' commented Dorrie .. •• And 
be off the boat very soon now.'' 110w ·1 con1e to thi11k of it, yot1 ,\·ere always 

'' That does11't matter, sir-as 1011g as ·I've a 'bit sweet 011 her, ,veren't yot1, )7<>u11g 't1n ?'' 
see11 you and Nipper," re1Jlied Haiidforth Ha.ndfortl1 tttrned a brick-red colo11r ... 
promptly· · " Sh l l d l t · . ht . · h 

His aw~,va!dness l1ad le£ t· l1im, and he 'Yas . e attg le ~t . me as ~~ig, ,,' sii-s . e 
once aga1I1. his cool, self-confident, aggress1v~ n1~de fu IJ, ?f me! !1kc .tlie 1~st · he s,~1d 
elf Hl·s face ,\·as utlttsually fluslied _his thickly.· I ve finished ,vrth he1 for good. 8 

• ' '' W n ll Th ' . '' .d eyes carried a sparkle, and l1is un1·uly hair .. e , we ! at s very serious, sa1 
was. more untidy than eve1:. Dorrie. 

'' Came along in 1ny ~!orris ~Ii11or, sil', '' he "Yes, sir, we had a frightf11l qt1arrel-and 
explained. '' It's 11ot a very great distance, everything's finished,'' saili Handforth. '' So 
you know, from St. Frank's to Southamp- so I · thought I'd come along a11d see .l\fr. 
ton. As a matter of fact, I 1ve had a bit of Lee and Nipper before they sailed. 1

' 

a row \\'ith Church and l-IcClure." Nobody could qt1ite see the connection, 
''Ob, indeed?" said Nelson Lee gravely. but they thought it better to let it go. 

"I am sorry to l1ear that, Ha11dforth. I ,va9 _ . ''-But how did yot1 k110,v that the gt1v'11or 
rather wo11dering, i11 fact, Vlhy Church and and I were sailing to-da.y 011 t}1e Torania ?''-
McClure we1·e 11ot with you. You o.re asked Nipper. 
generally such staunch chums-so insepa1·ablc.'' ,, Sa,v it in the morning paper.'1 

~• I've fi11isl1ed with them for good!" .said '' \\-,e can't even go o11 a .sea voyage witl1-
Han(lfortl1 dark-ly. '' T-l1ey're a cot1ple · of out· . tl1e Pre$s hottnds pl1blishing all the 
rotters I'' · details;)' sa'id Nipper, with a sniff. 

"Chuck • it, Handy!" grinned Nipper. ." Ther~ weren't any details at all," 'replied 
''You don't mean tl1at. Cht1rchy and Mao Handforth. '~It ,vas o11ly a small parag_raph, 
aro two of the best--''. 

h d b ,, · d H and it just said that Mr. Nelson Lee, the 
"T ey uae to e, mterrupte andforth famous Petecti ve, accompanied by his young 

fiercely. 
0 

They're not now, by George! a..,sistant, ~;·ere sailing 011 the 'rora11ia for the 
You ought to see fhei1· faces!'' W · · 

•• What have their faces got to do "·ith it?'' . cSt .1ndie.s-on an inlportant case.'' . 
asked Lord Dorrimore politely. ·''So 110w ,ve know everything,'' sai~ Ne]s011 

•• Last nigl1t, after lights-out, I had a scrap Lee dryly. '' WelJ, Handforth, I .know .that 
with them in the dormy, ,, replied Hand- yott are far too sen.sible to let . this silly 
forth. ,. I biffed them--'' qt1az:rel .. go any f~1rther. By the time you get 

''Ahem! Let us dra,v a veil over the b~k . to St. Franlc's you will have forgive11 
remainder of th.is sad story,'' put in Dol'rie. Ire)1e a~id Church and McClure, too.'' .. 
' 'In .fact, .I . .think we can guess the. rest.'' ''NeverJ &ir!'' vowed Handforth =.fiercely. 

,.No, you jolly well can't, .sir!'' said Hand- •'I')]. never .f«;>rgive t.bem-- Oh, well, per4 

forth. his 1
•• voice b-ursting with indignation. haps I might!'' he added hastily. '' lt'.11 be 
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a lo11g time before I get back: to St. Franlc's. 
A jolly long ti1ne !'' 

And there ,,·as somethi11g in his voice Y."l1ich 
ca11sed Leo to regard him kee11ly. 

'' I l1ope :yott'rc 11ot tl1i11ki11g of doi11g any­
thing silly, Hanel forth," said the detective 
gently. 

'' Sill}', sir? l\Ic ?'' said Ed\\Tard Os,vald. 
'' Not likely! Perhaps-perl1aps yott're right, 
sir. There's 110 sense in keeJJing ttp a q11arrcl, 
is there? ,,tell, I'll be pltsl1ing off. Glad 
to have seer1 yo11, Nip}JC'r. ).,. ot1, too, Dorrie. 

I 
I I 
I I I 

· I ii I 

'' Before tl1e11," said Dorrie. '' I'll trj" to 
locate this ship on the ,,·ay across." 

Nipper expected Ha11dfort.h to prick up his 
cars, but Handforth sho,vcd 110 sign of ha,,ing 
l1eard. He \Vas so preoccupied ,vitl1 his O\Yn 

trottbles t.l1a t he had no ears for t.he ge11eral 
t.rer1d <lf tl1e co11versa t.io11. Indeed, Hand· 
£,>rt.h's ja,v hacl set itself in a ct1riottSlj" doggr~tf 
,ya.y-ar1d NipJ)er, at least., boga11 t.o \\'011cl,!r. 

l{e l1ad see11 t.l1a t ex prrssio11 011 Ila11d f ori la's 
face many ti111es--and it. al,,·aJ~s 1r1eant, ~cJJllP­

thing 11n11sually rasl1. 

J 

-
-

' 

Nipper seized Handforth by the ankles and dragged him from under the bed. '' So you're 
a stowaway, you idiot ! '',be howled. 

Al1ot1t ti1ne for us to get off tl1(' boat, is11't 
. t ,, ,. ' 
1 . 

He \\ as so anxio11g to he gone that. Nipper 
C' a Ill O t O t }1 e CO n C} US j O [l th a t l1 e } la cJ ab rll p ti )r 

rnacle l-tfJ his 111ir1d to forgi vc Irene-and 110w 

lie \\'as all a11xiet:y to l1aster1 back to St. 
1~,ra11l"L's in l1is :\Iorris 1\li11or, ancl patcl1 ttp 
tl1e quarrel. 

Even NipJ)er, linO\vir1g Iln nclfort.11 as he 
did, scarcely realised that the b11rly jttnior 
,,,as ir1 one of l1is 111ost reckless moods. lland­
fort.11 \var1t.ecl t!J llo sorncthing drastic-so1nc· 
tl1ing se11sat.i<lnal, so tl1at Irene wottlcl realise 
the fttll ext.f•nt of the 11t1rt she l1ad inflicted. 

"There goes tl1e lJell," Faid Nelson Lee. 
'' ,,,..e'cl bett.er all go along to tl1e ga11gway. 
Dorrie. ,,,. ell, I am verj' JJleasecl to have 
se~11 y·ot1--a11cl I hope yot1r ftigl1t \\·ill go 
"'eJl, t1.nd thn t I shall see you again i11 
J . ,, 

a~a1ca. 

'' ,,:eil, good-h)rC, ()lo SOil-hope _you l1a ve 
a good tir11e," said Ha11dfort.h al)ruptl~·-

He griJJped NiJJper's ha11d, ar1d \\POtll(J havo 
l)ttllecJ }1is O\\rr1 U\\Ta~{ Olli)' Nit)()Cl" l1eld it 
tigl1tl:r-

,, ,Jtu~t a 111int1te, Ha.11dy, ,,,, said Nipper. 
'' \\That's tl1e ide~t ?" 

'' Idea ·t \\~hat. idea ? " 
H If ~~01_1're thi11king of doitlg something 

· 11 ' ' SI y--.. 
'· D011't l->e a11 ass!" 
'' You're going straigl1t bacli: to St. If rank's, 

aren't ,you?" 
. '' ~~h .. ? \\~l1ere else shottlcl I go?" said 

Handforth, ir1 sttclden a.larm. '' Do11 1t be so 
dotty ! \\7 ell, good-bJ·c ! " " 

He pttllccl l1is l1and a "·av, and then made 
l1is acliel1x to Nelso,1 Lec_:_,,,}10 thoughtfully 
refrainecl fron1 givi rig any fatherly advice. 
He l{tle\v Ha11dfortl1 too ,veil for t.hat. 
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And Ed,vard Oswald, havi11g shnkeu hn11<I .. ~ 
,vitl1 Lord ])orrimore and Umlosi, stalked 
~o,v11 tho cro\\·ded declt to,vnrds tl1c gang­
way-ir1 a11 obviotts hurry to get asho1·0. 'l'l1e 
others lost sight of l1im al111ost in1111ediatcly. 

'' He'll be all right within a11 hot1r or t,vo," 
chuckled· ;Nelson Lee. '' A11 impulsive 'boy 
-but as good as gold at heart.,, 

Havi11g reached the ga11g\vay, Ha11dforth 
fot1nd 11imself accosted by an officer. 

., Going asl1ore ?" as1ied this 1nnn. 
"Yes, rather! Eh? I--I mea11, no!'' said 

Har1df'Jrth hastily. '' Not just yet. l-l'1n 
looking for somebodJ·." 

'' Better hurrv up, the11-thcrc's not much 
time," said tJ1~ officer. · · 

I.Ia11dforth sped a\\' ~·,J.r, a11d a 111on1e11 t later 
he ,vas httrrying throt1gl1 the Jot1nge lobby 
to the op11osit.e 1-,ro111enade Jeck. It was 110w 
possible for }1i111 tc> douh)e back on l1is o,vr1 
tracl<s. Thus, ,,_·itt1 corupal'nt.ive ease, he again 
renched Nelson Lee's stnte-room-fo1~, \\·ith 
unusual forethought, Handforth l1ad noted the 
11umber of that aimrtmc11t. 

I-le fou11d the <loor t111locked, t:1nd when he 
get j,1, the stntc-room ,vns en1pty. lie stood 
there., brcathi11g hard, a11d his face \\'3.S no,v 
flushed moro thar1 ever. 

'' Done it!'' he muttered tensely.• '' By 
George! I ,,·011der if I can get away \Vith 
it? -I thought I ~l1ot\ld have to get below, 
~ome'\\·hcre,. aricl stow a,vay i11 a store-room, 
or something like that." 

He looked rot111d eagerly. Nelson Lee \\·as 
occupying a small st1ite, ond Nipper's room 
ope11ed out from this one. There wero tv.'o 
sleeping cabi11s a11d a small lou11ge. Hand­
forth had no difficulty in finding out ,vhich 
cabi11 ,vas Nipper's-for it contained Nipper,s 
baggage, all of it initialled. . 

And Edward Os,vald, caln1Jy and deliber­
ately, now proceeded to· roll hi1n!elf u11cler 
Nippe1·'s bed. He l1ad n1nde ttp his mind, 
and he ,vas calm. 

He had con1c aboard tl10 'f orar1ia ,,·it.h <111<• 
object-a11cl that object ,vas to nc t t.hc r,art 
of n sto"\\Ta ,vay ! 

Now that tl1e ten~io11 ,vas over, hd felt 
strangely calm. The tl1i1)g l1acl ,vorked. lie 
had got aboard, and no,v all the JJa.~sc11gcrs• 
friends \\·ere lea vi11g. Ile \VOl1ld11't be 111issed 
in all that cro,Yd. 

He realised, in fact, that he hacl had a 
narro,v escape. Rcachi11g out, l1c pt1lled s01ne 
of Nipper's baggage nearer to the bed, so 
that it helped to co11ceal him. T110 chances 
were that the bags ,vot1ld not be toucl1ed £01· 
hours-not t1ntil the e, .. eni11g. And by tl1at 
tin1e the Torania ,vot1l(l be ,veil ottt to sea. 
Ha11dforth, with t1nt1st1al sagat~ity, had 
already asccrtnined the ·fact that tliis IJa,r­
ticular liner die] not cail at Pl.)tn1ot1th-or 
evcr1 at Cherbourg. 011ce out of Sot1tl1amp­
ton, she sailed straight i11to tl1e Atla11tic. So 
it ,,,.ould not be possible for the c.aptair1 to 
pt1t Handforth ashore Jater. Ho n1cnnt to 
gol 

And it ,vou]d jolly ,,,ell serve lrcr1e ri•ght ! 
And it \\-ottld serve Church arrtl }-IcClure 
rigl1t,, ioo ! They would all be in a rare old 

-
s~e,v by tho e,rcning, when he fai]ed to turf) 
up r _liancJf,)rth sn1ile~ happily as he thou,bt 
of t}1c htte-aud-cry \Vhtch wot1ld be set up or 
hin1. 

())1aractcristically enough, t11e burly junior 
set a totally f n!se valtte on the circt1mstar1ces. 
'fhC' ,vholc aff ni r had been ,i storm i11 a tea­
c11p-b11t to 11a11dfort}1's n1in<J it ,vas a veri­
tal1le catastrophe. He had ,vorked himself 
1~p to st1ch n pitch that he told himseJf that 
11olhi"11g sh<Jl't. ()f r11n11ing a,\\~a,y fro1r1 school 
couid suilice. · 

He- \vaitcd ,vitl1 111inglcd ap1Jrcl1e11sjo11 a11,I 
eagerness. lie expectc(I Nelson I.,ec nntl 
N~lll>Cr to rcturr1 to the state-room, but tho· 
mitiutes tickecl a,,·ay, ail(l H<)t.h~ug }1a})penc(i. 
It scc111c<l to l-I,ir1dfort}1 that hours t11ust. 
have 11a.ssed. Then can10 tho unn1istakahle 
'' throb-throb-tl1rob '' of the cng-iuc~. lJo 
throbbed i11 acco1npanin1t~nt. 'l~he 'J,ora nia 
,,·a:3 off! 

A sense of great triumpl1 {'llJllC over hin1. 
Ari impul~e ~ttrged thi:011gh · l1in1-ar1 itnpnl~o 
t-0 rush out 011 rleck and triun1pl1a11tJy sliout 
out tha't he had dor1e the trick. But com­
n1on se11s0 ca111e to his aid. Ile rc1nen1bercd 
tha~ there \\·ere probnbly tugs alongside, nnu 
a Jl1lot al1oard. It y;oulcl be a feeble cucli11g 
to his adve11tt1rc if l1e \\·ere to be sent nsltol'e 
,vith the pilot! 

So l1e ,vaitcd-n11,J the inacti\"it)·, con1ing on 
toJJ · of tl1e rentisatio11 that the t.e11sio11 \\'a~ 
over, 1nade J1i1n feel sfccJ)y. 

11h is \\"OS 11ot really surprising. 
Ji"or Har1d fortl1 l1ad hall }J~'lC'tically 110 sJcc•i:l 

the previous 11ig·}1t. Ile ha<I tossed in beef, 
thinki11g-plar1ni11g t.o rtt11 a,vay-turning ove-r 
all mn1111er of wildcat schemes in his 1t1ir1cl. 
~lorning had 00111c, and lie l1atl resolvc:i u11011 
11ot.hing better tl1an to c11t 111cJr11ir1g lcs.so11s 
arid to get i11to !1i5 ~{orris ~-Jin•Jr ara(I ,Jrive 
at ra11do111 across conutr),.. 

'fhc~n, i11 the n1<>r11i11g, he hntl seer1 tl1c little 
pnrag1·a1)h i11 the pt111er al,out Nc]8ot1 l~ce 
~11,J Nipper. 1.,l1at had gi\·e11 hin1 his great 
1clea. J t ,vottl<J ile <1'asy i!tH)l1gl1 lo get 011 
boar<l, to 8cc Nel~o11 l~ec ~•ri<I N•t)J)Cl' oft". 
A11<l 011ce •Jn lJo~r(J--

A11(l l1erc he \vas-a11cl tho \,·l10Je pla11 ha<l 
, .. ,torkcd ! 

And 110,v, ,vl1at ,vitl1 his ln.l'k of sleep, his 
tr()ublctl 1ni11d, a11u t11c stufli11css of his hid­
ing-place, dr<1v.·si11ess (Jvcrca111e hi1n. I le 
uoz~d. A11d finally he sJ~pt. 

N ~:LSON L~~E ancl NipJJer dec1clcd to 
turn· i11 ca.rl~y that 11ight.. 'I'hc,.. l1aci 
had a tiritlg l1aJ', a11d they ,votdd 
l>(lth be glacl cnougl1 to get· i11to their 

beds. Tl1c1·c ,va:3 da11ci11g i11 the llig lounge, 
but it cJid- not ,1ppcal to tl1en1. 

So, after a ''t~o11st.itnticlnal" 1·011t1d the 
pro111c-11adc ,_leek~, :111 l1our nftcr <l.i1tt1c1·, they 
tui-11ed ir1. lly tl1is ti1nc the ~l,orania ,\·as ,veil 
and tr11ly ()11 her \r◄)y:1gc, aucl '-'11 <lO\\"TI the 
English Cl1nn11el. .. 

,. I keep thiJ1king about Dorrie,'' ren1arkctl 
Nipper, ns he J)auscd i11 tl1e tioor,vay elf his 
o,v11 cahi,1. '' llc ,,Ton't ho 1·nsh enough to 
cha11cc that h>ng Hight. ,,·ill he?'' 
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'' Dorrie is rash enottgh for anything,'' 
·etllied Nelson Lee gntffly. "I don't believe 
n these Atlantic flights. They prove nothing 
lnd lead 11oy,•here-and the risks are very 
~reat. For, no matter l1ow reliable _tl1~ 
nachir1e 110 matter how perfect the eng111e, 
.}1e \\'edtl1er of the Atlantic is notoriowsly 
incertai11. ,,!her1 y·ot1 are flying ovc~ ao 
>ccan thousands of miles in extent, there is 
LI vfas,~s a possibil it:r of rtt:ining i11to a s_udden 
riole11t storm. Yott can t land, and 1£ you 
,hange yot1r cotirse too drastically . you are 
Ldding an enormous amount of mileage to 
(our average-and that, in itself, may spell 
:lisaster. No, Nipper, I do not approve .. ln­
}identally most of these spectacttlar flights 
ire ltndei·taken in a spirit of. pure vanity. 
People gro,v contemptttot1s of risks, they be­
JOme over-confident, and they are simply out 
for glory.'' 

'' 'fl1at's ,vhat I thottght," said Nipper 
breatl1lessl:r. '' Bttt I ne\'er dreamed that he 
\\·ould be so dottl" as to stay on board." 

'' But yott can't say that about porrie, sir,:: 
protested Nipper. '' He's not a vain man · 

'' In Dorrie's case it is just sheer love of ad­
venture. He doesn't care a snap for the 
glory. He believes there might be a new 
kind of t.l1rill. '' 

'' I bel;eve l1e's influe11ced 
lcsi's rnmrrrv instinct,'' snid 
\\·o·n,lPr ,\·l1y .. lT111losi believes 
bfl fighting a11d l1loodshed?" 

a bit by U-m-
Nipper. '' I 

t.hnt there will 

"'11here is somethi11g ver).. stra11ge about 
Umlosi's 'snake,' Nipper," said Le~ slowly. 
'' I have sel<lo1n, if ever, kno\vn. him to be 
,,·rong. Call it instinct if you like, but he 
seems to p0t3sess the fac11lty of seeing into 
thl~ fnttt-re. Sometimes his dreams, or 
visions, nre ,·ague and illttsory--" 

"Just a minute, gt1v'nor," interrt1pt~ 
Ni1Jper, frcJ,vni11g: '' ';rhere~,s a . rummy _no1s

1
~ 

itt 111y cnb;n. Sorneth1ng v1brat1ng, I think. 
Ile \\'alked i11, s,\·itcl1ed 011 the ligl1t and 

lookecl ro11ncl. Bllt the cabin ,,,as jttst as l1e 
l1acl )~ft it. E"·en the baggage had not been 
t(•t1cl1ecl. Nipper l1card fhc ~sou11d distinc~ly 
-a cttrious, reverberating buzz, which 
se~1nerl to proceed from some,vhere near the 
floor. PPrl1aps the · throbbing of the 

• eng1nC's-- . 
NiJJpcr be11t do,v11, sl11fted some of the 

bags and gla11ced half casually t1nder t.he 
bed. ' Fo1· th<'.~e cabir1s ,vere not fitt.ed "~ith 
ordinary bunks, but comfortable beds. 

''Ye gods and little fishes!" yelled Nipper. 
,. It's s0111ebody snoring, gt1v'nor-somebody 
u11der _ my bed!" . . 

As Lee strode into t-l1e cabin, Nipper we11t 
do,vn on l1is hands and k11ees and examined 
tl1e instrttder more closely. 

'' It's Har1dy !'' he gasped in amazement. 
''Eh? Don't bother me now, fatl1ead !" 

came a 1nt1rr1bling ,roice from beneath the 
bed. '' Tl1e risi11g bell hasn't gone-- El1? 
Hallo! \Vhnt, the My only sai11tc(I 
a nt ',, ll a • 

"Pull him otit !'' commanded_ Nelson Lee 
grin1ly. ",,1.l1at an idiot I am, Nipper. I 
1night have gt1cssed this. There ,,ras some­
tl1ing strange in Handforth's manner when 
he said good--bye to us.'' 

He se,zed Ha11dforth's feet and gave them 
a ,vre11ch. A moment later the burly Iie­
movite of St. Frank's ,, .. 1,s sitting tlp 1n the 
middle of tlie floor, blinlci11g. He fo~nd N_el­
son J.,ee nnd Nipper regarding him with 
stern, co11ce11trnt.ed attentior1. 

'' Yott'd better ,vake up, Handforth," sa!d 
Lee ct1rtlJ,'. '' And yott \\7 ill have to explain 
\\"hat this means." f 

Jerked ir1to 1,vakefttlness, memory came 
back to IIandforth i11 a flood. He flushed 
,vith excitement, and his eyes filled ,,,ilJ1 
mingled tri11mph and doubt. 

'' Where-vvl1ere arc ,,~e, sir?,, he asked, 
staggering to his feet. "1-1 mean, is the 
ship at sea?" 

'' Well at sea, vou ho,vling idiot!" sa~d 
Nipper. '' And ,~,e don't call at any other 
home port.'' . . . 

'' Then ever)1 thing's all right,'' said Hand .. 
forth happil:}'. 

'' \Vhat?" 
'' I'm a stowav."ay-and l'1n goi11g to the 

West Indies,'' sa ;d Handfortl1. u Sorry, sir! 
I hope t.l1is ¥.'on't inconvenience you at all?'' 

'' It won,t ir1con, .. enic11ce me-but there 
might be quite a lot of trot1ble for you, 
Handforth, '' replied Nelso11 Lee~ strivi11g 
hard to keep the t,vi11kle out of his eyes. 
'' You hopeless )ro11ng ass! So )"Ott did tl1is 
deliberately, did ~·ou? ,, 

'' I thot1ght I'd teach Irene·-- I mean, 1 
thought I'd teach Ch11rch and l\icClt1re a 
lesson, sir," replied Handforth stubbornly. 
'' They'll ha,Te a hlt1e fit \\'hen day atter day 
goes by a11d 11obody kno\\rs ,vhero I am!'' 

'' In that. )"Oltt1g 111an, )'Ot1 are qtiite 
\\·rong--for i a1n goi11g to take )"Ot1 straight 
t.o caJltain . ., said N Plson I~ec briskly. "Come 
alo11g ! AftPr that I shall send ,virelcss mes­
sages both to St. Frank's and to J'our parentR, 
stati11g that :yot1 are safe ,L11d ir1 good ha11ds. 
But exactly "·hat ,vill become of yott dttring .. 
this trip rcma ins tr> be seen.'' 

'' Wl1at "1'ill lleC(>me <>f n1e, sir?'' repeat,,d 
Handforth blanklv. 

'' It is a common rttle at sea t.o make stow-• 
aways '\\·ork their passage," replied I"ec, 
\\·ithottt movi11g a l1air. '' And I may tell 
you t.l1at Captair1 Bra11son is a great stickler 
for Cltst.om and traditio11. Yot1 look like 
hav·ing a hard, strent1otts voy·agc." 

CHAPTER 3. 
The Great Venture. 

C ~~PTAIN BRANSON, having had the 
facta related to him by Nelson Lee, 
regarded Handforth \\ .. ith a stern, re• 
l011tless face. 

He ,vns a grizzled old man, ,vith forty-five 
years of deep-sea experience behind him, and 
he kne\\" the At.lant.ic better than most me11 
kno,v the palms of their o,vn l1ands. 
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'' It's a sel'iotts case, llr. Lee," ho sai,1, 
in a tone of gravity. '' 'fhc l1oy's a sto,"·a\vay, 
and he']l have to bo clealt ,vitl1 (]rustically.'' 

•• I-I did11't ffi(\a11 any J1arn1, sir--" 
began Handforth. 

''Silence!'' thnntlered tho slti1)per. 
'' Bttt my people ,vii) }Jay my -passage, 

sir--'' 
''\'.-our people nre of 110 i11tercst to inc!" 

snnppcd Captain Branson. '' You're a sto,v­
a,vay on this ship, a11d it's a good thing 
yott're a hefty-looking yot1ng fellow. Thi11k 
you could uso a sho,lel, do,,·n in tho stoke­
hold? '' 

'' Oh, c1·un1bs ! " ejaculated Har1dforth ir1 
dismay. ,. A-a shovel, sir?'' 

'' 'fhnt's· what I said, boy!'' 
•• Dt1t I did11't tl1i11k that I sl1,JtLld have 

to . '' 
'' No, yot1 only tl1ought of s11caking aboard 

my ship and hidi11g yo11 rself a \\"ay," b1·okc 
in tl10 captain ste~11l)1'· '' \\Tell, yot1ng man, 
we shall have to see. Thi11k you'J be any 
good M cook's boy? There's s01ne }Jainting 
to he done, too.'' 

•• Yes, sir,'' said Ha11dfortl1 feebly. 
"I'll tf;ll :yott wl1at ,ve mighr do, lfr. I.A!~,'' 

1ai<I the skipper~ tho11ght.full.v stroking J1is 
grizzled chin. '' The bilge 1iee<ls clen11i11g 011t, 
I dare say. We can pt1t tl1e boy do,,,.11 i11 the 
l,ilge, and althougl1 it's dirty e11011gh \\"Ork, 
it ,vould occupy him for the ?;hole voyage. 
With a hoat·d to sleep on, a11d b1·ead and 
water to drink--'' . 

He broke off, for Har1dfort.}1's exJJressio11 
WM so dismayed that tho ki11dly old ma11 
cottW ~ot keep lJP the prcte11cc any longer. 
He bt&st into a loud, hoistero11s la11gh, i11 
which Nelson Lee joined. Ha11dforth re­
garded the1n i11 '\\"011der and relief. 

., Then-the11 you do11't 111ea11 all tl1at, sir?'' 
ho asked breathlessly. 

'' Better take l1im away, ~-(r. J_.,ec, '' chuckled 
tl1e cap~oin. ''Yott sny t hn t he ca11 sl1are 
yo11ng Nipper's cabin? AJI rig·ht ! I'll hn,·c 
n l'\·ord ,vitf1 the cl1ief stc,varcl. Ho,v's that, 
yot111g ma11? Yolt'lt rnake tl1is ,ro31age n.s 
Mr. Lee's guest? Ilt1t I'm 11ot &aying :rotl 
don't dcser, .. c a good tar1ni11g, nll the same." 

l-Iandfortl1 u·as er.orn1ot1sly relieved. Both 
Lee a11d tl1e captain, it see111cd, had bce11 
pt1lling his leg. 

Later, after \\"i reless n1essages hnd bce11 sent 
as~orc, Ed\\·ard Os,"Tald sett led cJo,v11 to c11joy 
this n1ost t111expected treat. He ,vottld 11rob­
ably J1a, .. e to go through the 111ill ]at.er 011, 
wl1e11 he arri vecl ho111e-for }1i~ fa tl1er ,vot1ld 
certainly have s0111etl1i11g to say to hi111-bt1t 
that day ,vas so far dist-a11t that I-Ia11clforth 
did not ,\·orry. 

lie even forg-ave Irc11e a11d Cl1urcJ1 and 
1'IcClure-a11d he JJersuaded Nelson Lee to 
send friendly ,vireiess messages to them i11 

his-Ha11dfortl1's-11n1ne. So, as l1e co11tided 
{o Nipper, evc1·J,.thing in the garde11 ,vas 
lovely. 

But even the adventurot1s Handforth hacl 
-•ot the 1~emotest conception of the amazing 
adventures ,vltich Jay al1ead ! 

A ND bacl< i11 I~ngla11rf, T..or,I Dorri1n0r.:; 
\Yas c hc:.Fr f n 11 j,,, going :1 ht~n<I \\' it}1 hi~ 
11rc1m 1·a t1<)11s. 

Ar1cl the tlay ca111c, n t t.he t'nd ot 
the -vv·eek, \\'}1c11 the great n1onoplan<! ,vns 
ready for lier lJig flight. 

SJ1c ,vas a thi11g of glorious lJllte--a t)nlc sk.Y-
:,colottre,J tir1t. 8110 loolcc<l :nc.1rc 1 ikc a flying 
boat tl1at1 a11 aeroplane, f(1r lier h<Jd)· '"as 
Jong ~111d grae1cf1r], a11cl bailt i11 t.!10 slla})C 
of a :yacht. The lnndi11g-,vheels, ,vl1icl1 ,ve1·e 
~q11nt a11cl s111all, ,vere eapaJ)le <lf l1eing with­
dra,,'n riglrt into the bocly. Her nan1c, the 
Sky Wa11tlerer, ,\·as pai11ted i11 tleeJJcr l)luc 
011 either side of her bo,,·s. 

The f,tart ,vas i11aclo i11 tl1c early hours of 
the mor11i11g. At1d tl1ero ,vcre 110 Press 
J)l1otogra1Jl1ers 01· reporters JJresc;1t--ror 
Dorrie ,Jid riot care a s11ap of hi8 fi11gcrs 
for pttblicit)·. Only a }1n11clful of people sn\v 
the co111111e1ice1ne11t of the flight-aerodron1e 
oftic-ials, 111et~ha11ics, a11d reJ1rcser1tat.ives of t110 
l\fanners Aircraft Corporatio11. 

Sir 1-Iobart ~Ia1111ers l1i1melf had co1ne, and 
lie ,, .. as 106ki11g just a little trol1bled. 

'' I ha\·c absolute faitJ1 i11 t.he n1acl1ine, 
Dorrie,'' he saicf, '' bt1t I nn1 not sure th_at 
yotl :ire doing right in taking this mtach 
l011gcr Sot1tl1erJy ro11te. \\1eather experts 
have told 1110 tl1at )·ot1 arc 111ucl1 n1ore likel)· 
to e11cou11ter stor111 areo.s-ancl tho in forma­
tio11 f ro111 st1c)1 areas is 111ucJ1 1nore scanty. 
On the 11ortherly rot1tc, ,,·itl1 sl1ips i11 every 
part of the At]a11tic, 1·adio reports are 001ning 
i11 constantly.'' 

'' If ~"011 thi11l~ ~"01.,'ro goi11' to talk 111e 011t 

of it, old n1a11, )'Ott'rc ,vro11g," Jal1gl1f'd l.1or<l 
Dorl'i111ore. ,i.·As soo11 as 1 foltnd tl1at J~ee 
was goi11' t'o Ja11laica, I plt1n1ped fcJr Jarnnica, 
too. A11d "·}1y 11ot? It will lJe 111ore of a11 
advc11tt1 re. \\'Tell!' FJl be JJOfltJi11' off. Good­
b:yc, ?\Iu1l11ers--l'Jl keep i11 to11cl1 \\·ith )-·ott 
by \\'irelcss all tl1c ,vay over.'' 

They sl1ool< hands, a11tl it ,,·as quite an 
~rcli11ary, c~sual grip. U111losi ,\·as already 
111 t11e 111acl11nc, a11d t.}1us tl1e 8tart \Vas 111ade 
-,vith as little f11ss or co111111otior1 as thot1gh 
Dorrie \\·as flJ,ir1g to Paris. 

l11 spito of hc1· g,·eat load, t-he n1achi11e 
~ose ~a5ily, a!1d J1cr three po,\·erf ul engines, 
1nge111ot1sly sdct1ccd, pt1rre<l ,vith a quiet, 
lo\•; sott11d of i11fi11ite poY.er. 8l1e fade<l i11to 
the early :11or11ing haze, 111ingli11g t1ncannily 
with the sky. 

ScJ JJerfect ,Ya~ tl1c n1ncl1i11e's control that 
sl1e could Jook after herself. Having tnkc11 
lier to a hcigl1t of five thot1sand feet., Lo·rtl 
Dorri 111ore 111erely set tl1c f'011rse ·n nrl the11 
lcf t tl1e 1nachine i11 tl1e hantls of the "' anto-
111atic pilot "-this bei11g n11 i11gcnioi1s device, 
a scic11tifi_~ ,,·011dcr, ,vhich 111ade it, tlOssjhJo 
for tho pilot to be abse11t fro111 tl1e cockpit 
for J1ours at a strctcl1, if }1e ,leBirecJ. In goocl 
,vC'at!icr, _and at a safe hc~i.gl1t, the 'p!ano 
rcqt11rcll little or 110 att-e11tion. 

So it \,1as t}1at J A.Jrd D01·ri 111ore. at the· t1s11al 
breakfast hour, sat do,v11 to a11 appetising 
meal i11 the luxur.iot1sly af)pointed cabin. 
Umlosi, in1n1obiJc and pJacid, l1ad prepnred 
breakfast-. · 
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'' Well, old friend, l\"'e're off,'' said Dorrie 
geniallJ,~. '' Going tov.·arcls Ireland by now, 
I irnagi11e. We'll soon be out over the \\1atery 
Atiar1tic, and all's well.'' 

"Last night, in my sleep, strange visions 
came to me, N'Kose,'' said Umlosi. •• Per­
cha11cc thou \\"ilt laugh at me and make fun of 
my dreams. Bt1t ,,~e go into peril, my father; 
v.~e rush headlong towards dangers." 

'' Any idea ,vhat kind of dangers?" asked 
his lordship. '' Did your visions tell you that 
much?'' 

'' N,Kose, I saw a wondrotts land,'' replied 
Umlosi silemnly. ''I saw strange and ter­
rible people.'' 

'' That sounds like America-and we're not 
aimin' to touch America at all," said Dorrie 
lightly. . ~-

But he ,vas impressed, nevertheless. 
These persistent "visions " of Umlosi's 
intrigued him. 

He knew, moreover, tl1at Umlosi loathed 
tl1e aeroplane as much as he loathed the 
flight. But hi.s loyalty and devotion to Dor1·ie 
ranlced first. Where Lord Dorrimore v.·ent, 
so Umlosi would go. And the great Kutana 
chieftain remained stolid and immobile. He 
did not utter a word of com.plaint. He was 
content to be with his beloved N'Kose. 

He t.ook his tt1rn in the pilot's seat, too. 
Lord Dorrimore slept for several ·hours that 
da}·-and he slept dreamlessly. Umlosi, sit• 
ting at the controls, had instructions to 
a\\raken Dorrie in the unlikely event of any 
emergency. But nothing happened. And 
when his lordship came to relie,~e him all 
was well. },ar below lay the vast, unbroken 
expanse of the ocean. The Sky Wanderer 
was ottt over the Atlantic, and land had been 
left behind many hours since. 

So accurate \\·ere the machine's instr11ment.s 
that Lord Dorrimore's \\"Ork was negligible. 
He set his course, a.nd only a slight deviation 
of the set rudder control was necessary now 
and again. The compass made no blunders. 
It was purel~· auto1natic, and even ,vhen night 
descended upon the Atlantic, and the machine 
was flying blindly through the darkness, there 
,vas no occasion t.o ,,rorry. ]for within that 
'pla11e the electric lights gleamed ,varmly, 
and Lord Dorrimore, ,vith an occasional 
glance at the i11struments, kept the machine 
truly on her co11rse. 

'' I'm afraid it's goin' to be n bit of a wash• 
out, old man," said his lordship sadly. '' I 
was half-expecti11g a thrill or t,wo-bt1t, by 
the look of things, ,ve shall do the trip with­
out a hitcl1." 

After Umlosi had t.t1rned in for l1is own 
spell of sleep, Dorrie got bttsy at the radio 
installation, and he \\,,as soon in touch with 
vario\18 ships, and, to his joy, he opened 11p 

communication ,vith the Torania. 
'' If you'll let me kno,v your poaition, '' he 

wirelessed, '"I can tell Mr. Lee when to be 
on the look-ottt for my 'plane. Some time 
to-morrow, I expect.'' 

A swaying lurch of the machine warned 
Dorrie that the weather was not improving. 
He had seen earlier that clo11ds were gather-

ing; and the sur1set had beer1 ominous. 
Somewhere below tl1e clouds ,vere thick, 
and all v."as intense blackness. The ,vind was 
rising, a11d later, ,vhen Dorrie sat in the 
cockpit, he found tl1at the great machine was 
S\\1ayi11g and pitching 11neasily. 

As the night advanced, the conditions 
became .steadily \Vorse. Outside, above the 
rhyth1nic drone of the cn"ines sot1nded the 
shrill shriek of the rising g~le. 

''Looks as though \\'e might have a bit of 
exciteme11t, after all,'' 1nurmured Dorrie. 

He had 11oticed1 during the evening, a 
stead~· drop in the barometer; b11t for the 
past hour it had positively tumbled. rl1he 
altimeter indicated that the mnchine was 
fo11r tho11sand feet tlp. No st.ars cot1ld be 
seen; ahead and above there ,,·as nothing bu~ 
stygia11 darkness. And it \\'as the snme below. 
More than once tho Sky \\Tanderer ,va1 
clutched as though by a giant ha11d, and she 
qt1ivered and trembled in every strut and in 
every fibre. So1net.imes sl1c sce111ecl to l1e:ii­
ta te, and then, ,vith a shudder·; sl1e ,,·oul<I 
plunge 0!1 again. l\lore than 011ce her nose 
was tossed UP\\'ards, and after a giddy minute 
she ,,·ould again asst1me an e·ver1 l~eel. 

"The storm demons are angry, my fa tlaer.,. 
Dorrie fo11nd that Umlosi had come through 

from the cabin, and \\·as standing just bel1i11d 
the Ililot's seat. 

''Yes, it'8 a big blow, by tl1e feel of it," 
agreed his lordship. '' Bt1t we shall ,,·eat her 
the storm, Umlosi. Anyhow, ,ve seem to be 
flying ,vith it, judgi11' by ot1r speed. \Ve'1·e 
doin' something like three hundred n1iles an 
hour-and that mea11s that the gale is helpin' 
us considerably. It's got tis ,veil in it;i grip. 
an' ,ve're ru11ning ,vith it." 

C-011versation ,vas not easy, for the ,vind \\'&& 

howling ferociottsly, and it ,\rhistJed and 
shrieked past the sturdy ,vindo\\,.S. Umlosi 
was obliged to hold on to the ,,,aJl, for the 
'plane \vas tossi11g alarmingly; and occasion­
ally, ,vitho11t ,varning, she \\"Ottld drop api,11.r• 
ently like a stone, and the11 jolt with 'a sickly 
• Jar. 

'' Air pockets,'' said Dor1·ie. '' Son1e of 
them are nastv. It ,vould11't be a bad idea ., 
to see ,,rhnt tl1e ,veat.hcr is like on a lo\,·er 
le, .. eJ. \Ve might get out of the stor111 l,y 
doir1' that.'' 

He sent the great aircraft on a long dive. 
and tl1e storm seemed to get her more fi r1nly 
i11to its clutches, and down she went-do\\'11-
do,,'n--

Derise vapour en,re]oped the cabir1 wi11do,v~. 
The ,,.isibil ity '"'as nil. The machi11e ,vas 
plungi11g blindly, a11d very soon the a 1 t.i 111eter 
,\'arned Dorrie that the very sea itself wn1 
da11gerot1s1y 11ear at hand. 

Zizzzzzzh ! 
For an instant the Skv Wanderer ,vas e11-

veloped in a dazzling flar·e of blue light; and 
above the dro11e of tho e11gi11es came a noise 
which was like a terrific explosion. The great 
machine rocked, reeled, and t.he11 side-slipped 
dizzily. Only by a tre1ne11doi1s eff:"ort did Lord 
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Dorrimore regain c;:,:1trol ; and no\v }10 sent 
her clirnbing again, every engine doi11g its 
work manf ttlly. 

CHAPTER 4. 
Lost? 

N ELSON Ll~E, aboarcl the liner Torar1ia, 
,vas lf'an11lg over the rail of tho pro­
n1c11,adc deck; and he was obliged to 
hold tightJy, for tl1e vessel was rolling 

co11siderably. 
"Looks like being a dirty night, guv'11or," 

said Nipper, ,vho st.ood 11cxt to the great 
detective. 

'' It is already dirt.y, '' retorted Lee. '' Cap­
tain Branso11 tells n1e tl1at the glass has 
tun1b~d ominottsly_ Ho is cxpccti11g a 
hurricane. 11 

"That lll.Ca11s s0111etl1ing pretty bad, docs11't 
.it ?'' asked Nipper. 

Lee noddetl. 
'' Waen a grizzled old sea dog like Branson 

talks of hu~rica11es, yott can be cCTtai11 tl1at 
~on1ethir1g u1lt1st1al is bre,,,i11g," he re1Jlied. 
•• What \\"e should regard as a vi~nt storrn 
the skipper \\'ould call a 111erc blo,v. I bclievA 
v.·c'ro running into a. great crclone-onc of 
thoso tcr1·ific storn1s which so111eti111cs sweep 
i11to tho Atlantic out of the Gulf.'' • 

For son10 111inutes the pa.ir stoocl there, 
gazi11g dowr1 t1po11 th-e . dimly-seen, foam­
capped ocear1. 'l'he visibility ,vas limited. 
Ottt bc~"ond the range of tl1c vessel's .Lights 
all was intc11sc blackness. A storni-ridde11 
area where t.ho \Vi11cl hooted a11d howled; 
where clot1d a11d sea joined together on. the 
horizo11 i11 011e indisti11guishable ,vhole. 

The ,,·cather had bcc11 cxcclJe11t dt1ring tl1e 
,,·eek, a11d the Tora11ia had made a good 
voyage. This ,vas real!)'· the first storm, a11d 
it· promised to be a real •eat1ty. Alt. day long 
the heat had been stifling, and whe11 evening 
had co1ne tho air had bee11 oppressive and 
~ltllen. 

Most of the passe11gcrs were no,v in tbeir 
_cabins, for the . hoi1r ,,·as fairly late. But 
Nelson Lee could 11ot sleep. Ho was l~oki1_1g 
ttnusually · worried a11d a11xious-a11d it was 
noi OR his O\\·n account. He l1acl Jllcn,ty of 
faith in Captai11 Bra11s011, and i11 the Torania, 
t.oo. She had vlcathcrell 111n11y a hurrica11e, 
and it ,vas IMly odds that ~he \vot1ld . pass 
through this stor1n ,vithont cla111age. 

'' I expect it' 11 be ~no of tl1osc quick, violent 
11ff'airs, sir,'' ~a.id Nipper. '' • .\ t-remendou, 
uproar to•11ight, an<-1 then c.l glorio~s dn.y to­
n1orrow. '' 

'' Yes,'' tiaid Le_c ab~cntly. 
lle mo,Ted along t-he deck, and Nit,per ,vas 

11ot surprised to gee that he ,vas walking in 
the direction of the \vircless-room. 

'' You're thinking of Dorrie and U1nlosi, 
aren't yot1, guv'nor ?" asked Nipper. 

•• I am,'' said Lee, frowning. "Confoun_d 
the fellow! I toJd him not to take this 
southerly 1~oute, Nipper. It's any odds that 
Dorrie's 'ptane is becomin1r involved in thiR 
very storni·." 

1~hcro l1ad' been several ,ivirelcss n1cssagcs 
from the redoubtable Dorrie during tho day; 
the Jast 0110 had be~n rt'ceiv~d jtt~ after 
su11sc t. Dorrie had reported that a]l was ,vcll7 
and t,hat the Sky Wanderer \,ras going great 
guns. Since tJ1cr1 there had bc('11 sile11ce. 

.. D<1r1tt yot1 think hc)ll cha11ge his course~ 
' 'I ,, k d 'P\.' • guv r:ior. as ·c 4~1pper. 

~ He 111ay not be ab]c to,'' replied Lee. 
"01)ce a.n aeroplane is ovcrtltke11 by a violent 
stor1n there is 110 telling ,v hn.t 111a.y J1appc11. 
Perhaps Dorrio is r-idi11g before the storm. 
Perhaps he has taken a different route. But 
wo can't tcll.4'' 

At that moment a door further aJ011g iho 
deck opened, and a young 1na11 i11 sn1art uni­
form came hurryi11g out. 

"Just the me.11 I ,vnfltcd to sec!" ho ex­
claimed, running 11p to Lee. •' \Ve've just 
had another message fron1 tl1c 'plane. ' 1 

· 

., l'n1 glad to l1ea.r that, Barnes,'' said 
Nelflon Lee. ,. Well, is everythi11g all. right?" 

'' Lord· Dorrimore says that l1e's liaving a 
pic11ic, '' grinned.. the wir~less operatQl:: , -~ H_e 
doesn't scen1 td'carc a bit-although 1t ~e•t­
dent tila t he's in the 111iddlc of tl1is stori11. 
That mca11s that he ca11't be a. great dista11ce 
away fro1n• ti~.'' 

".J\fy only hat r·' saicl Nipper. '' He 11111st 

havo n1ade arnazing progres-s. ~, 
'' It almost see111s that there is a second 

storm,'' replied Lee thougl1tft1ll)?. "The 0110 

we are encott11tering is certainly coming out 
of the Gttlf, a11d if Dorrie ,vas in the middlo 
of tfiat he would be fighti11g against it, noi 
travelling with it." 

They went iuto the wirele-ss cabin ·with 
yot111g Barries, arid prese11tly Lee l1imseM was 
in commt111icatio11 with the Sky Wanderer. 
Nipper stood bJ·,. faecinated. It was woflder­
fltl to stand there in this storm-tossed liner 
and to be 111 direct commttnication with an 
aeroplane which was hundreds of miles dis­
ta.nt, fightiMg tho. elements i11 the darkness. 

Dorrie's reports were all cheerful. Com-
munication was tlifficult. It was patchy1. no 
doubt the electricity-charged atm06pnerc was 
responsible for the poor reception. Bt1t at 
least Leo and Nipper wera assured that· t,he 
great 'plat1e \\"'as safe and fighting the storm 
gan1ely. Dorrie, as usual, was 11ot 011IJ 
optimistic, but con,~ ir1ced of success. 

"I.J~t n1c have your «.xact position,." can1e 
J1ii1 lordship's radio. '" I' II be able to work 
out my o"-11 positio11 as s0011 as daylight 
cemes, and then I' }I overtake you. Be ready 
to- wave."' 

Nnlso11 .I~cc sent a 111essnge back advisi11g 
IA>E<l Dorrimore not to take any chances. 
The exact position of the v·esscl was given, 
a11d 1;0011 after,,·ards Dgrrie's acknowledgment 
can1c. 

But i11 the n1iddJe of it the chief wireJ.ess 
operator looked start.led. He made var1oua 
tests with l1is i11struments, and then he 
removed his earphones and looked at Lee 
significantly. 

"I don't Jike it, l\{r. Lee," he said blu11tly. 
"You mean that there ie something badly 

amiss?'' 
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'' Lord - Dorrimore' s message broke off 

abrttptly, ,: replied the chief operator. "He 
was saying that the Jightning was growing 
v.·orsc-and the11 there '\\r,a,s silence. I ca11't 
get him at all no,v. '' 

"Y~-you don't mean that the machine 
has crashed·?'' aske.d Nipper breathlessly. 

'' It's impossible to say, young 'un,'' pttt i11 
Lee. "The very fact that Dorrie broke off 
ir1 the middle of a sentence is significa11t. 
'l1he machine may l1ave n1et with disaster, or, 
on tho other hand, there is just a chance that 
the radio was put out of commission. I 
prefeir to believe the latter. Still, in such a 
storm as this--" 

He broke off, and his expreS6ion ,va.s 
• anxious. 

Agair1 and again the ,vireless operator 
attempted to get into touch with t.he Sky 
Wa11dcrer, but all their effort.s were useless. 
There was only-silence. 

"I hate to think that Dorrie is really lost,., 
said Lee, later, as he and Nipper went to 
their own cabin. '' For I somehow feel 
respon6ibJe. '' . 

"B11t that's not right, sir," protested 
Nipper. "How can you be responsible?'' 

'' Dorrie only attempted this longer flight 
becauSl~ he k11e,v that I V\Tas aboard the 
Torania,'' replied Lee. '' I cannot believ ..... e-­
But \\1 l1at's the good of conjecturing?'' he 
went 011, with an impatient shrt1g. "Of all 
the •infernal idiots ! Why did he start on such 
a flight?" 

1'11c detective was restless. He did 11ot 
want to sleep. He "'as almost on the point 
of goi1lg up on to the bridge to confer ,vith 
Captain Bra11son, bttt he hesitated. The 
skipper ,vas on dtlt)·, and he ,vot1ld not ,vant 
to be disturbecl at sttch a time as this. 

'11ap-tap ! 
1-'ee went to the door and open~d it. 

Barnes, the assistant wireless operator, stood 
there. 

•• Radio for you, ~1r. Lee,'' he said. "I 
knew you weren't asleep, so I thought I'd 
bring it straight along, instead of leaving it 
until tl1e morning.'' 

''From Lord Dorrimorc ?" put ir1 Nipper 
q1tickly .. 

"No-this radio is from I(ingston, 
Jamaica-relayed by a11 oil boat,'' said 
Barnes. '' We' e tried to get ir1 tot1ch with 
the 'plane again, but it's 110 ttse. Can't get a 
sound. We're still tr,~ing, thot1gl1." 

Nelson Lee took the message, ope11ed it, 
and road it. 

" Well, 11pon rny word ! " lie cxclain1cd at 
1engt11. 

Barnes had gone, a11d Nipper looked at his 
guv'nor in surprise. For Nelson Lf.lc had 
spoken in a decidedly exasrJeratcd voice. 

'' ls it bad 11ews, sir?'' he asked. 
'' l)ecidedly good news-but this trip of 

ot1rs turns out to be so n1uch vvaste of t;n1e," 
replied the great detective. '' This message 
is f rorn you11g Stanton." 

'' But how could ho .send you a radio mes­
sage, guv'nor ?'' asked Nipper. '' He's u11der 
arrest-held on a charge of murder?" 

'' Stanton is f reo, '' replied Ne)s011 Lee. " He 
snys that the real murderor has e<>nfcssed 
and the authorities have set him at liberty.'; 
, ''Well, ~,m ble~ed!,, exclaimed ~ipper. 
"rl1en we re going out to Jamaica for 

nothing?'' 
'' Merely for our health,'' replied Nelson 

Lee. '' Our case has collapsed. With Sta11 .. 
ton freed of that charge, and with the real 
murderer in the h·ands of the police, there 
,vill be nothi11g left for us to do." 

"Well, I'm glad, for young Stanto11's sake," 
said Nipper. '' And, anyhow, you nccde<I a 
rest, guv'nor, so perhaps it's all fer the 
best." 

'' And if we had not come out 011 t,his 
case, Lord Dorrimore would 11ot have unclcr­
take11 that flight,'' said Lee grimly. '' It's 
queer how things hap~n. '' 

But even Nelson Lee did not realise 
exactly how queer things "'ere to tt1rn out! 

T HE Sky Wandere1., battli11g gamely, 
fighting valiantly, plu11ged on t.hrough 
the inky smother of tl1e night. 

Lord Dorri.more,' grim-featurc<I, ur1• 
usually tense, sat at the controls. Perspira­
tion streamed from him, for 110 hart been 
fighting gamely for hours. Amazir1gly con­
structed as the great 'plane was, she \\"as 
like a clumsy ·barge in the grip of this tcr­
rifie cyclone. Dorrie had kept her 011 ar1 

even keel oi:ily by dint of consta11t effort. 
The gale lifted her in its grip, s,,.-reeping l1er 
11p,vards, sending her woming ot1t of all con-­
trol. But again a11d again Dori·ie had con­
quered. 

·T.he ,vireless instrument, he k11ew, was out 
of commissio11. 'l,here had bee11 one terrific. 
flash of lig}1t11ing, and blue fla111es l1nd licked 
rou11<l the radio controls, and there had been 
sn1oke. After tl1at tho set hncl failed to 
fu11ction. 

The compas.i,, however, owing to a t.remen .. 
dous jolt ,vhich had sent the 'pla11e heeling 
over 11carly on her back, was useless. Tl1e 
at.her ir1str11mo11ts ,vere affected, too. rrhe 
Sky '\Va11derer ,vas flyi11g blinclly-1nore 
l,l111cllv than ever. Dorrie did not ]{now 
w l1cther he ,vas near tl1e sea, or ,v l1ether lae 
was ten tl1ot1s,111(l feet above. He wa.s trust-­
ing to luck: 11ow-a11d l1e l~new, fron:1 experi­
e11ce, that l1is lttck ,vas t1noanny. 

The great macl1ine was really llehavi11g mag• 
11ificently. U 11der such Stresses 1na11y aero­
pla11es ~-ould l1ave crun1pled. But the Sky 
\\t ar1derer, to her everlasting credit, ,vitJ1 .. 
stood every strain, e,·ery sicke11ing lurch. 
And l1er great engines were still functioning 
perfcctl.Y, l1umrning ,vith tl1at same purri11g, 
rhytl1n1ic 111l1sic. 

'' If only ,ve ca11 car1·y on 
,ve shali be ali rigl1t." :yelled 
tl1e din of the storm. '' It's 
darkness vrhicl1 bafiles me.'' 

ttntil dayligl1t 
Dorrie, above 
this ir1fer1lal 

lJ1nlosi, v.rho ,vas near by, calm arid 1111 .. 
tro11bled, 11odde<l gra,·ely. . 

"The da\\'n wili come, N'Kose, and we 
shall live,'' he said. '' Bttt think not that 
we shall then be free of dangers. Wau ! 
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?\.fy ' snake ' tells me thot we grow nearer 
a11,I nearer to a land of muoh strife.'' 

'' Strife <Jr 11ot, nr1y ki11d of land would 
]f,ok gootl to n1e just now1 '' .said J1is lord-
ship fc1·ve11tJ;r. 

It ,vas a nerve-racking expe1·icnce. And 
Dorrie's ·,1·~rvea were alinost shock-proof. Yet, 
Ior 011ce in }1is life, he had 1nore tha11 his 
{i)l of excitement. He realised that disaster 
1n1ght co1ne at any second-a c1·nsh, a sl1at­
tcri11g splinteri11g of 1netal and fabric-a11d 
tl1en oblivion. 

0110 ni.i11ute the great 1no11oplar1e waa soa1·­
ing dizzily, completely out of conb·ol., caught 
in the mig-l1ty grip of :J dcmo11iac sqt1all; the 
next mi11ute sl1e wct~i<l dive, shttddering, 
shaki11g, and Dorrie., at tl1c co11trol~, ,vould 
fig}1t 1nadly to retai11 comma11d. Then 
ar1othel· spell of more or less steady flying, 
witl, the \Vind shricl<ing a11d buffeting. 

And nil around, the darkness. 
Dorrie believed tl1at the r11acl1i11e's speed 

\Vns son1e iricre,Jible figure-11ot less than 
fnur hu11dred miles a11 hour. She ,vas l1urt­
lirtg on,\·ards, carried by the sto1·1n, ,,·hirled 
alor1g lil,e a gale-blown feather. 

'' By gad, she's 1narvellous !"•declared 
TJorrie enthusiastically. '' If she can stand 
tJ1 is an,l con1c out 011 top1 she ca11 sfand 
anythin'. ~, 

By tl1is time he had <lismisscd all fears of 
tl1e Sky Wanderer disi11tegrati11g i11 mid-air. 
S110 was p1·oof against t.he fury of the ele-
1ncnts.. T-here was 011ly one dangel'-and that 
\Yas dead.Jy e11ough. Without a11y 1neans 9f 
kno,\·i11g his height, Dorrie was troubled by 
the constar1t dread tl1at the great machine 
,vould toucl1 a wa,~e. At such speed as this, 
tl10 merest graze ""·ould spell disaster. }tor 
t.he sea would be like solid co11cret~, a11d the 
Sky \Vanderer wo1tld split herself up i11t-0 
f ragme11ts. 

Conaciott.s of this (leadly peri], Dorrie strove 
to keep the machine climbing. Her powerful 
c11gi11os were rnn11ing all out, but Dorrie knew 
,ve)l enot1gl1 that it ,vottld be a matter of 
sl1ecr luck. 

'l'hus the batt}e ,ve11t on, hour af te·r hour, 
ll()r<l Dor1·imore grim and calm in the pilot's 
seat; Un1losi standing by, impassive, almost 
i11cJ iff erc11t. 

'rJ1e i11tense darkness had changed to a 
dirty, drab, indefinable grey-heralding the 
rla\\~n-wl1e11 the end of all things seemed to 
come. 

Fierce as t.he gale had been before, it now 
became terrifying i11 its fury. Moro than 
once the Sky Wanderer was lifted n11d sent 
rocketing upwards vertically. Only by cling• 
i11g for dear life did her occupants save 
themselves fron1 IJoirlg 811ng headlong. Tl1e 
trtisty ,plane shuddel'ed a11d groa11ed-but she 
still battled 011. 

It seen1ed to Dorrie that they had reache<l 
a zor1e where two sto1·ms ,verc mceti11g-a 
v:tst upl1caval of the ntmosphere wl1ich wns 
c,ttac1ysn1ic in ,its violence. T,vice~ at least, 
t.he Sky Wande1'9er \\ras spun rou11<1 just like 
a. top, and 011 one occasio11 Dorrie ,vns co11-

v ir1ced that she had tur11ed · over 011 her back 

-a11d tl1is was follo,,·ed by a giddy, terr-ify­
ir1g vertical dive. B11t yet agai11 she can1e 
through the ordeal safely, resumi11g a11 eve11 
keel, a11d flyir.ag 011. 

'.fh is pe1·ioll lasted, 1ncrcif u lly, for only 
thirty or forty 1nir1utes. But by the-a ti111e it 
\\·as over boll1 Dorrie and Urnlosi were feel­
ing stl1nned. Tl1ey scarcely cared ,vhat l1ap­
per1ed 110\v. Their brai11s were dulled. 

But Dorrie clu11g doggedly to the co11trols 
-a11<l so the uay cun1e, a11d tl1e viole11t storm 
area ,•;as left hehi11d. 

CHAPTER 5. 

The Mystery Mist. 
imper1etz·able M IS'f :-grey, cli11gi11g, 

1n~t. 
'fl1e Sky Wa11derer was flying 

bli11dly 011\,"ards, 110 lo11ger tossed 
a11d buffeted. S110 fle,v 011 a11 eve11 keel, 
s111oothly·, placidly. As tho11gh by the wav­
ing of a n1agic ,,.1 a11d, tl1e gale had con1pletcly 
dropped, UJ1d hei·e, i11 tl1is dense mist, there 
was a dead calm. 

I 11 reality, tl1c 1nachi11e had flo,vr1 out of 
the storm a1·ea. l~he cyclor1e, keepi11g to a 
fairly 11arro,v }latll, was ht1rtling 0::1\\Tards 
across the Atla11tic. For 111a11y l1ours the 
Sky \Vanderer ha<l flo,vn ,vith the c:yclor1e, 
u11ablc to get free of it. 

But it was over 110,v-and l>0th Dorrie and 
U 111losi ,vere t!1a11kf ttl. Y ct thei14 co11dition 
was 11ot g1·eatly improved. They longe<\ for 
a sight of the clear sk~-for a gli1npse of 
tl1e sea. Fl:yi11g gl'opi11gly i11 this mi.5t was 
al111os~ as l1arro\ving as the earlier da1·k11ess. 

'' \\7cl), Umlosi, ol<l JJal, it looks a bit like 
l1oppi11' out of tl1e fr:yi11' •pa11 into the fire,,, 
said l1is lordship. ",,, c'l'e free of the atorn1-
but this fog is a\\"ful. At first I tliought ,ve 
were flying througl1 a cloud, but we've been 
cli1nbi11' steadily for a11 l1our, and we can't 
seen1 to get above it.'' 

'' I k110,v 11ought of these matters, N'Kose,'' 
replied Umlosi. '' It i.s for tl1ou to decide.'' 

'' \Veil, accordi11' to the alt-imeter, , we're 
seven thot1sand feet 11p-but I'm 11ot trusti111 

these i11stru1ne11ts now," replietl Dorrie. 
'' ~1ost of then1 arc out of adj ustn1c11t, I 
believe. The compass, for example, is at.out 
as useful a8 a turnip. I expect we're l1u11dreds 
of 1niles off our coul'se a11' fo1· all I 1c11ow, 
,ve 111ay be headi11g direct for the South 
Pole.'' 

His lordsl1ip l\·as 11ot exactly \\'Orried--
11othi11g ever really ·wor1·ied l1im-but he ,v,\s 
certai11ly troubled. It was very necessary to 
get ot1t of this stra11ge mist a11d to take .son1c 
observations. Dortie k11e,v a good deal about 
11avigation, a11d lie ,v,>uld ~e able to ,vo1·k 
01,t a. rotigh estimate of the Jl1achine's posi­
tion. Yet he co11ld do 11othing in this 111i5t. 
A11d t.he precious mi11ute.s ,,,.ere slipping b:y­
tl1e Sky Wa11dcrer's ft1el ,vas ·being tu~ed. 
Arnple tho11gl1 her fuel SUJJplies ,verc., they 
11cvcrthcless had a limit. 

There was a quality· in tl10 111ist w.hich 
ptizzle<l Dor1·ie considerably. He had 11ever 
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seen anything <1t1ite like it. 'flie te1111Jera­
t ure in th i.~ rPgiot1 ,vas evidentl)r high, felt' 
the heat ,v3.~ stifling ,,;it.l1ir1 tl1e n1achiue­
a o a1111), lU tplPnsa nt h u111 id i ty. Tl1c cal>in 
\\'i11clo,,·s ~~-rcan1ccl \\·ith n1oisturc, a11d nothing 
v, 0 as vf sil>le l)cyo11d. Tl1is was uo con11no11-
11lace fog. Neither ,vas it a cloudbank. 

Dorrie throttletl tl10 e11gines clo\v11 so that 
t.11ej' \Vere cnjo,:ri ng a ca1n1)arati ve rest-after 
their strer1t1ous Jabr)11rs of tl1e night. Arid 
,vith tl1e rr1ael1i11e flyi11g 11erfcf'tlJ" ()tl art eve11 
keel, l)orric l1ad time to look rou n<l. 

"An)rho,v, Umlosi, I tl1i11k ,ve've carr1ecl 
S<ln1c l>r0akfast," ~aid l1is lo1xlsl1i1-. lightly. 
u Ho\\' about prepari11' s0111e }1ot coffee, lvith 
a s ll o t of g l' tl b ? Ar 1~yt11 in ' vv i II c{ o. I '111 

f ar11 isl1ed. '' 
"\\'"au! 11 ho11 tl1i11kest of foo(l at strang·e 

time.,;;, N'ICose," rum l1lcd lJ n1l<>si. 
Ile })a5secl tJ1rough i11to tl1e ,vell-apJJointed 

cabi11 and got l1usy. ~lca11,,·l1ile J)orrio trice! 
an C'xperiine11t. \\7itl1 the cr1gir1e,3 alrnost 
c-on1 l)] r,tf' l .v throttled clo,vn, lie sc•nt tho 
S k jy \\,.a n de r c r i n to a s lo "'. g· I i < I i r 1 g 
descent. 

He ,,·as l1oping to c..atcl1 a gli 11111se of 
t ~l c ~ca. ...~ t t h (_ \ fi rs t in cl i cat.ion of 
cL1nger 1H~ cou Id zoor11 ttp\\" arcls. \Vi t l1 
his g.1.z0 fixed on th(~ strca111ing gl~1.s~. 
l. ~~ d0s(·0 ndc•J l o'\\·er ~ n d Io,ver. 

·- I ~ 

I 

i . 
• l 

. ::a, 

-:a 

The strangely garbed men came S'N ~, ming up the lad de,·, their cutlasses gleaming in the 
sun. '' Pirates ! ,, mutterad Handforth, quivering with excitement. 

It ,vas a big straii1. N eYcr for a scco11d 
Ct•uld lJorrie relax l1is vi.~ilar1ec. It \vould 
be 11ecessarv to act lil{e l;g·l1t.ninf{ ,vhe11 the 
c 1·itical r11oi{1e n t arrived. But lie felt that he 
ll1ust get a glirnpse of tho l1eavi11g occail. 
1\Jot t1ntil the11 \\"on1<l l1e feel hi1nself at 
g i·i1Js, once aga1n, ,,'.'ith realities. 

Never in his life before l1a<l l1e so longe<l 
for a sigl1t of sea or lan(l. He felt t.hat !1is 
, (•r~y reason depended upon that glinlflSc•. 

It. ,vas c11rioHS that. tl1cre sl1ould ll<)\,\r lie 
snch a dead cn11n. ..t\s far ns TJord ])or1·irl1ore 
cc.1u lcl judge, nnt. a breat}1 of \Vir1d \\ras stir­
ri 11 g it1 this strange fog zone; and tl1e Sky 
\J{ anderer ans\-vered lier controls as obcdi-

e 11 t I)' as c~ v e 1 •• I n < > 1 ,I er to 1Je on th e sa f c 
side, ]Jarril! t r:sted l1ct\ and Ull sl1e zoo1ncd. 
}1pr engines singi11g serenely. Now sl1c vras 
gl ;ding do\.\'ll again, a11d still tl10~ ,vas 
notl1iug but the grej', l-1lar1k r11ist. 

''\\Tell, dash it. tl1e sea n111st be sonlr,. 
,vl1ere!" g·runtcd l)orrie, exasperated. "l've 
d1·01111efl a couple of tl1ousand ieot i ~ready, 
n n'(l I don' r. see--·' 

J-Jp br<lke (>ff. and his hands, on the con­
trols, ,vcre read.Y f cJ1' inst.a11 tancous aqtion. 
He thou g-l1t lie l1arl glimpsed somethi u~ 
tl1ro11gl-1 tl1e 111ist-son1et,hing l,clo\V, VRf.:·•P. 
illusory. But. curiously enough, it did riot 
secn1 to l-,o the ocea11. 
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The Sky .Wanderer dropped lower arid 
Jo,ver-and suddenly, for the first time fo1· 
1nany hours, Lord Don·imore saw sometl1ing 
tangible. In that second his sense of reali­
ties returned to him. No longer ,vas he 
.floating in a zone of mystery. Not t,venty 
feet belo -v, just visible through the grey 
mist, therb was something. But it was neith·er 
land nor s~ '· 

·l,ower . . . L~wer . . • 
'' Ye gods arid · little fishes!" ejaculated -

Dorrie, i11 wonder. 
He could now see, with a fair amou11t of 

distinct11ess, a sullen, br()®i11g tangle of 
browny-greenish vegetation. It was ugly and 
siqister. _ An everlasting expanse of moist, 
steaming weed!. .-

Yes, that was it-weed! Miles and miles 
of tan glee), ·r estering · weed! Fascinated, 
Dorrie allo,ved the Sky Wa·nderer to dro11 
lower still, so that she ,vas now skimming 
the very . st1rface. · She was not more thar1 
ten or twelve feet above that heaving mass. 
Yet, it was heaving-gently, sullenly, _as· 
though so1ne monstrous thi11g beneath it was 
i11 movement. 

'' Well, may I be kippered!'' said Dorrie 
breathlessly. •• If this is11,t the Sargasso I'm 
nn artichoke!,, 

The Sargasso ! • 
Lord Dorrimore's mind immediately be­

came thro11ged with the fanciful talcs he 
· had heard of the dreaded and , mysterious 
Sargasso Sea. It was a place of mystery­
a· great e:xpanse of tangled weed, hundreds 
of miles from any shipping route, a11d lcge11d 
had it that ships, 1·endered helpless in storins, 
d,rifted inexorably into this deadly weed-· 
there to become entangled for ever. For 
011ce the Sargasso tool< possession of a ship, 
it 11cver released its lio]d. 

·••Iii! Umlosi !'' yelled Dorrie. 
Tl1e giant negr<> appeared aln1ost at once. 
'' Look out of the ,vindow !'' snirl his lord-

ahip. ''.\Vhat do y~u thi11k of it, old fI"icnd? ,~ 
•• I have see11, my father-and I like it 

not,'' replied Umlosi, shaking his· great head. 
.. ''fis ar1 evil sight. In my own la11d there 
are dread S\Van1ps, wl1ere strange creat11res 
abou11d; but ihis vast t.a11gle of ,veed is a 
very plague-spot.,, 

'' I'm bcgirinin' to 1111dc1·stand now,,, said 
Dorrie, hi.s eyes gleaming. '' That confounded 
storm S\\'ept t1s l1undreds of miles out of ottr 
co11rse-to tlie south,vnrd, I imngi11e. .We 
should l1ave passed co!ntJarat-ivc)y near to the 
Sargasso Sen zone, i11 ·any case. But by all 
appearances ,ve a·re rig-ht over the heart _of 
it now. And tl1at helps us to detcrn1i11e 011r 

position. .Things would be a lot· better if 
~e could only get out of this 1nist .. " 

So dense ,vas tl1c n1ist that tl1e ,veed-chol{ed 
sea COltld 011lv be seen ,vhe11 tl1c 1nachine \1vas 
~i11g ~ fe\v ·teet above its s11rface. As s0011 

as. Dorrie fie"' higher the weed vanished,· and 
once again the 'p,ane was. flying in a blind 
world of ttnrealit_Y.. . · . · 

With great cat1tiOJl .Dorrie descended again; 
it was better to keep that ,veed in sight·. He 

felt that l1e· ,vas i11 touch witl1 so1nct.ning 
sol id a11d 1·eal. 

'' Ne,rcr n1i11d breal<fast, old frie11d," ho 
said_, 11ever rcla:x.i11g his vigilance for a split 
second. '1 I cnn't botl1er with food or dri11k 
now. I've got to keep 111y e:),.CS glued to this 
v.-1·etc-hecl ,veed. '' · 

'He knew that· if tl1e 1nachine touolied she 
wou~d _: capsize. · _ It Vt'ould not be possible to 
effe.Qt ·a la11di11g 011 that spongy tar1gle of 
steaming weed. · · 

But Dor1·ie ,vas more hopeful tl1an he had 
been for·many hours past. The great machi11e 
-Y.'as 011ly c1·ttising, bt1t l1er speed, eve11 so, 
was considerable. S0011er or later she ,vould 
inevitably fly out of this Sargasso zone, a11d 
it· wot1ld _ be good to see the clear, bluc-greo11 
sea beneath. 

4
' I like it not, N'Kose, '' said U mlosi, his 

voice ·strangely ·uneasy. '' Perchance thou 
wilt stop., bi1t· I feel, in 1ny bones, that peril 
is near. There is a danger ttnseen.,, · 

'' _\\l' ell, pretty nearly unsee11, '' agreed 
Dorrie. '' By strai11in' we can just manage 
tq keep sight of the ,vecd--" 

"N'Kose !" thundered Umlosi suddc11ly. 
''See! . The cliffs!'' 

· " Cliffs ! ,,. :yelled Dorrie. 
Ile had bee11 keepi11g his gaze fixed 011 the 

weed belovv. But 110,v he looked directly. 
ahead. 

'" Great Scott!" gasJJe<l his lordship. 
. Dire~tly ahead, 1·igl1t bang i11 tho 11ath of 

the Sky \Va11dcrer, rose a sheer \\:all of 
rocky cliff, vaguely but hol'ribly ,·isible 
through the mist. A scoo11d's fraction of 
hesitation . wot1ld have spelt death a11d <iis­
aster. But Lord Dorrin1ore kept his heacl. 

With a simultaneous m·oveme11t he wrenched 
at the controls and ope11cd the thrott]c ,vi<le. 
The Sky Wanderer's nose shot t1pwards a11d 
her engines roared· with triumph. 

Up she we11t-up, up-and so narro\v '\\·as 
the ~cap9 that her u1Kler-carriage came 
within a me1·c foot or so of the jaggecl 1·ocks 
of the cliff .. 

~.,or a fe,v awful mo1ncnts it ,vas tot1ch a11cl 
go.- The g1·eat. machi11e Vle11t rigl1t over 011 

h·er bac:~; a11d ther1 Dorrie, by a brilliant 
Jllan<.eu vre, s,vung her right over, getti11g her 
on an even_ keel once agai11-ar1d now, so s11c­
cessf,ul _ was his n1ove, t.}1e tov.·ering cliff ,vns 
v;sible j11st alor1gside. · 

· Tl1e. Sky \V ai1<lerer ,vas flyi11g parallel 110,v, 

and d~ath·. had bee11 cheated by a matter of 
inc-hes. · · 

--
CHAPTER 6. 

The Island Above the Clouds! 
''P'[Ji~\V! That ,vas rather 11asty!" 1nut­

tcred Lord Dorrimore. 
The perspiratio11 was strea111jr1g 

from him. And he fou11d ti1ne to 
re11~e1nber Uml~si's u;icanny foreboding of 
pe1·1l .. It ,vas, 1mpoos1ble that Umlosi could 
have seen nr1ything. yet that i11stinct of b·is 
had w·arned hin1 •. l11deed, hut for Ur11losi's 
clramatic shout, ?1otl1ing coulcl have sa\·e,J the 
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Sky War1derer from charging headling into 
the rocky cliffs. 

'' Thou art truly a man of magic, N'Kose," 
said t)1e giant Kt1ta11a. '' Wau ! I know not 
ho,v you saved tis from the long, long sleep." 

, ''Neither do I, if it comes to that," replied 
Dorrie with a gulp. '' Just blind luck, I 
suppose. Good glory! I don't understand 
this at all, Umlosi ! Look at t.hat cliff. It's 
solid enough-a11d yet it just can't be! There's 
no land in tl1e Sargasso-there's no land 
within a thousand mile.a!" 

''How canst thou say sucl1 things, my 
father, when land is visible unto our ve1~y 
eyes?~' asked Umlosi. 

'' I 1,no\\· it is-but, all the same, it'a im4 

possible,'' said Lord Dorrimore. ''I tell yot1, 
Umlosi, there's no land \\"ithin a thousand 
miles·! Yet there it is! I might be goin' 
dotty, or you might be going dotty, but 
it's hardly possible that we should both be 
goin' dotty together J'' 

Greater care than ever was nec~ssary now. 
The all-pervading mist rendered Dorrie's task 
well-nigh impossible. J ttst below, as before, 
was the weed. But· it was thicker here; so 
thick, indeed, that it looked solid. And 
towering up\\'ards, close at ha.nd, to starboard, 
rose tl1e ·black, massive cliff. Dorrie \\~as 
thi11king quickly. If he sheer0d off he would 
lose sight of the cliff, a11d that ,vould be dan­
gerotts. Yet, if he kept it vvi thin his vision. 
a st1dden tt1rn of the rock might ll'ad to a 
disaster jttst as horrible. He ,•:anted to keep 
the cliff in sight, too; he dared not let it 
vanish into the 1nurky fog, · 

A wild excitement had taken possession of 
hin1, bttt he kept his head. Ot1twardly he was 
as cool as ice. His har1d ,vas as steady as 
a rock. 

And now, castin~ all caution to the winds, 
lie opened up the engines to their fullest 
extent, and he sent the great machine soar-­
ing up, cli mb~nJs po,\9erf ully. 

'' We're not- rr1aci. Umlosi-an' this is land 
right e11ough !'' he shouted. '' There must 
be a tnp to that cliff, arid we've got to find 
1.• ', 

1.. 

lie did not ~ar~-nov.'-abot,t losir1g ~ight 
of tl1e ,v~ell. 'l'hat ,,,as of s1na.ller importance. 
As long as !10 co11ld see the cliff he co11ld 
take the cha1,ce of climbi11g. Thus, sooner 
or lat~r lte ,vo1.1id rise above the fog bank. 

The \\'eed had long since vanished. Lord 
Dorri111ore's only contact with solidity was 
tl1e sight of tl1aL grim cliff, so da11gerously 
near a~ har1d. 

And abruptly, dramatically, this vanished, 
too. 

Ono nlornt'nt it \lras there, and the next 
mon1er.t it ,vns no more. There \\'as mist 
botl1 to sta rbcard a11d to port-mist bclo\\~. 
and mi.st abo, .. e. 

'' I -,vas afra.;d of it!'' growled Dottie, half 
• I 

nngr11)" .. 
But titere \\·as no hope for it now. He had 

to carr)' on--to keep on climbing. It would 
havo bee11 madness to attempt to find that 
cliff again-for there could be no two such 
narrow escapes. 

Suddenlv he realised that the mist was 
thinning. "It still en,reloped t.he aeroplane in 
tho same gl1ostly pall, bt1t there ,vas more 
light now; a golde11 brightness \\~as develop­
ing, And that could only moan t.l1e st111. 

'' I think ,ve're gettin' ottt of it, U1nlosi, 
old friend,'' said Dorrie exultantly. '' By 
gad! If only ,ve can catch just one gli1npse 
of the sun-and the blue sky!" 

Eve11 as he Vr·as speaking the great 'plane 
shot clear of the rnist banlc, rising till \\'ith 
~amatic unexpectedness into crystal clear 
atr. . 

It was a wonderful experience. 
''See, N'Kose!'' boomed Umlosi.'''Tis the 

skv !'" 
·,'Blessed sky ! '' replied Dorrie fervently. 

'' And blessed, sttn !" 
"fhe- sun was lov.·, for it \\'as only an hour 

or t,vo after dawn. The glorio11s st1nshine 
streamed in through tl1e cabin 'ft'indo\vs, bath­
ing bot.h Dorrie and Umlosi in lgolden fire. 
Above them, and all round, ,,ras. the pcrf ect 
blue of a cloudless skv. · · 

... I 

And below, 011ly just be11eath t,he speeding 
'pla11e, a ,,.erit.J.ble sea of whitJe mist. It 
st.retched a,vay as far as the eye could reacl1-
a rolling expanse of ,,.apour, like tl1e upper• 
side of a cloudbank. 

'' Now \\·e can begin thir1kin' about l>reak• 
fast again,'" said Dorrie gaily. '' \Ve'rc ottt 
of t.hat beastly mist., an' the weather's fine, 
and \\"0 can set our cottrse by the aun. But 
I'd give a thot1sand pounds, spot cash, to 
h:no,,.. ,vhat happened to that myst(•riot1s 
cliff." 

'' Thou canst see the cliff withoi.1t the pay­
ment of a single coin, N'Kose, '' said lT 111losi, 
stretching ottt a great arm. ''See! Bcl1old 
this \\"Ondrot1s sigl1t ! Never in ffiJ." Ii fe ha vo 
I see11 s11ch a spectacle.'' 

Umlosi \\l'as usuallv· so unemotio11al t}1at 
Dorrie looked at him sharpl~". The Ku t.ana 
chieftain ,,,.as positively excited. Dorrie 
tt1r11ed his head, and stared ottt of .t.he 0llll0· 
site \\·indo,,·s. Then he gave a g11Jp. 

'' Grea,t hea,·ens !'' he shouted amazeclljT. 
l11credible as that mystery cliff l1nd bec11, 

the sight ,vhich Lord Dorrimore no,v beheld 
,vas ten times more incredible. Tl1ere, rising 
11p,\·ards out of the sheer mist. ,,,as a great 
pi11nacle of land. It stretched for miles, ar1d 
it rose above t.he mist for a fttll thot1sn.11<l 
feet. Tl1e. st1mmit, indeed, ,vas a great deal 
higher than the aeroplane, a11d Dorrie a11cl 
Umlosi cottld only catch a glimpse of green 
verdure along the cliff edge. The ,vholo 
asto11nding spectacle vtas bathecl in brillia11t 
sur1shine. 

There cot1ld be 110 optical illusion abottt this. 
It ,vas a great pinnacle of land, '\\!'ith a plateat1 
011 the top, and it rose sheer ottt of tho 
mist, the cliff being 11tterly perpendi<~ular. 
Sometimes~ back ir1 E11gland, ,, .. hen flying 
across cot1ntry, Dorrie had seen a solitary 
f actorj - chimr1el' bt.1rsti11g_ its summit out 
be:yond a bank: of low-lying clot1ds. This 
sight rerr1ir1decl l1im of those occasio11s-but 
it ,vas on a gigantic scale. 
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He knew perfe·ctly well that he had climbed 
several tho\ll)ands. of feet to get above t.he 
mist. Tl1e top of this great pinnacle went 
up,vards for a11ot.hcr tl1ousand. In other 
worcls, for over three parts of its height, the 
pi1111acle ,vas enveloped i11 the everlasting 
mist. 0111:r the summit jutted out into the 
clear air. · 

''Well, tl1is beats everythi11g ! " said Dorrie 
tensely. •' Umlosi, we',·e made a stupcndo1.ts 
discovery. Do you realise that? \Ve shall go 
do,,·n i11 hi6tory, like Ch1·istophc1· Col111nbus 
himself, as the discoverers of a new land ! ,, 

For at the very sight of this pinn-acle, Lord 
Dorrimore knew that it ,, .. as something whicl1 
no n1ortal man had e, .. er sce11 before no 
man belonging to the t,ventieth century, at 
[1)1 events. 
: '' It · m1u1i be a11 islancl," said_ his lordship, 
8tari11g eagerly. ~' An island with its su1nn1it 
thousands of feet above sea le,;e). A111 that 
eum1nit appears to be pretty ftat, t-00." 
· His hu11ger rind· thirst had gone. He no 
Jongei- felt tired. All he "~anted now was 
to fly higher-to fly right over the su1·face of 
tt1i~ amazing land. 

Already a wild idea had comtPinto his head 
-a possible explanation of this hitherto 
u11dreamt-'>f island. But before he allowed 
his thoi1ghts to go further, lie \\'anted to get 
a clearer- ·view. The Sky \Vanderer was still 
clin1bi11g, and no,v that Dorrie could . see 
exactly what he was doing, all his old con­
lidence returned. 

Soon she v.·a.s level with the summit, and 
Dorrie st1ccessf ully fought against the impulse 
to Hy immediately over_ this 11e\vly-discovered 
land. He decided that it '\\~ould be better to 
get his first vie,v from a higher altitude. 

So, keepi11g still clear of the island itself, 
he continued to climb, now rising seven or 
eight hundred feet above the actual level of 
thf! pl_ateau. For st1ch it tur11ed out to be. 
There were mi11or l1ills and valleys, but, in 
the mai11, the island was - fairly level. 

And the picture it made, as it was spread 
out . beneath the cruisi11g aeroplane, was 
astonis~ingly \Vonderft1l. . porrie . estin1at.ed, 
roughly, that . the e:xtraorcl111ary 1.sland was 
fully twenty miles i11 length, by fifteen miles 
broad. So it ,vas no mere pin-point of land. 
lt .\\·as quite a little country of i~ o,vn-as 
extensive, approximately, as t.he Isle of 
Wight. 

And on every '' coast '' t.ho cliff dropped 
~heer. They dropped for a thoosa11d feet into 
the mist-arid then for ar1other two thousand 
feet through the 1nist, to the surf ace of the 
wced-chokecl Sargasso Sea. 

1,he sun was batl1i11g the island in gol<Jen 
light, and the pictttre )\1as truly a glorious 
011e particularly to the eyes of IA>rd Dorri-

. ,nore and Umlosi, who had so recently passed 
througl1 the - harrowing experience of the 
night. l4'or this was land-blessed, g·Jo;rious 
land! 

AncJ it seen1ed to Dorrie, aa he eagerly 
1ca11ne,i tho landscape beneath hi1n, tl1at ·t}]P. 
isJa1tti \Vas tropical in vegetation. Not\\~ith .. 
standing the altitude, the vcrdt1re was ri~J1 

a11d lux1.1riot1s. The green of the trees, and 
of the gra~, ,Yas cu1·iously different from the 
ordi11ary green of a tropical landscape. 

rr here were de rise forests i11 vie,, .. , and Jar go 
open spaces, and in some of t}1~c spaces 
glean1cd s111aJl Jakes. 

"I can't pe_licve it," said Dorrie. "To think 
that this isJand could have re111ai11ed u nclis­
covcrcd throughot1t the c-J11turics I It's-it's 
stupendo11s, U111losi ! A g('ttl of verdure, 
i·is'ing ·up · ot1t of that filthy 111ist ! '11 hc 
glorif>us green of this la11dscapc proves clearly 
enough that the island gets plt~nty of sun­
shiil'f_!. I doubt if the 111ist (\Ver ri~cs to the 
sun1111it. If onJ,, ,,·e cot1ld lane] "'·e should be 
the fi1~st hun1ati beings to set foot . '' 

.. N ,··1-- '' . d U I . 1 k • .1. ·ay, ~"' ~ose, 1ntP.rrupte 111 0s1, s ia -
ing 11is head. "~rethinks tbot, art ,vrong. 
l\1y s11ake tells n1c that ~trangc 1,eo1>lc live in 
this land.'·' · 

•• "
711at !'' ejaculated his for<l~!1ip sharply. 

"Good gad! You car1't rcall.)~ mt~an-- Bui 
that's too marvellous for ,~·ords !" 

It can10 ~o Dorrie ,vith ~ornething of a 
shock tliat pethaps this rocky pin11acle of land, 
11vith its verda11t su111111it, was the last remain­
ing scra.p of the loRt co11tinc11t of At-lantis. It 
\Vas a tl1011ght which left hi1n breathless. 

\\' ith characteristic rcckless11ess he came to 
a <Jerision. 

,., Umlosi, we're goin' to la11d ! .. he said. 
'' 'fhou art rash as ever, n1y fat.her!'' 

i"umbled tl1e giant Kuta11a. 
'' Rash 01· t\ot, I'm not going to leave t,his 

i~land witho11t landin' 011 it,'' replied Dorrie 
doggcdJy. "There are se,"'cral stretche~ of 
ftat country there, and it ought to be easy. 
I ,vant to have a look at the landscape at 
close quarters-a11d I need to repair the co111• 

pass, too. The other i11stru1ncnts require 
adjustiJ1g, an' it is higl1ly i111portc1nt that -\'\'e 
sl1ould discover the exact p<r.3ition of this S}JOt, 
so that· "·c -ca11 return to it later. For, l,y 
the ~ord I-!~1.rr~l, J intend to explore this ur1-
known land fron1 cor11er to cor11e:r ! '' 

Arid.. as ho spoke, Dorrie throttled the 
c11gi11cs do,vn, an<l tho nose of the Sky Wan­
derer. dipped, and $00fl she was glidi11g 
straig-t1t do,vn to\,·ards this i~land of n1ystery. 

CHAPTER 7. 
Amazing Encounter I 

N OT n1a11y htindreds of mil~ a way the 
Tor.ania ,vas ploughing steadily on­
"Tards, and getti11g back to her 
original course. For tl1c cyolone 

wJ1ich had driven Lord Dorrimore's aeroplane 
astray had also affected the liner. 

Captai11 Dranso11 had been con1pelled to Jct 
the ,rcsscl run before tl10 storm-which, dur­
ing its ,vorst 11ours, had been cxceptionaliy 
violent. 

That te1npestuous night was succecc]ed by a 
brillia11t day, with ihe sun beating dow11 n1er­
~ilef:sly out of a cloudlcEs sky. The sea was 
still a. bit al1gry, but the ,vind had completely 

(Con.tinued on page 20.) 
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droppc<l, and very Ii t.tlo rc111ainC'u to tell of 
tho stor1n's violence except the heavy swelJ. 

.. YcH, we're a Jo11g ,vay off our course, 1\1r. 
Lee,'' said the old t:ikip[lt~r. '' And I dor1't. 
quite like it. I.Jook do,vn there!" 

1'11cy were 011 tl1e. bridge, a11cl N elso11 l1Ce, 
staring doV\·11 at the sea, saw tl1e patchy 
app~arancc of the \\"ater. In places there were 
t.a11gJ~d, rope-like 111asses of ,,·ccJ. 

.. Wo ca111e a lot. ft1rt.her south than I 
,,,a11t.cd." ,vent 011 tho captain, fro\.Yr1ing. 
.. I'm 11ot partic11larly fond t>f this 1..0J1e, 1\-Ir. 
Lee. J t gcncralJy 111ea.11s trot1blc. '1"11at stufl· 
you"re looking at is gulf ,ve~d. '' 

''Yes, I k11ow, .,, sa.id Nel,so11 I,ce, nodtli11g. 
"That means that ,vo're u11co111fortably 11car 
t-0 the Sargasso, doesn't it?'' 

•• We're practically within the outer li111its 
of the Sargasso Sea at this very mjnute,'' sai<) 
Captain Branso11 gruffly. "If it wasr1't for 
ihis weed-and there's a great deal 111ore of it 
under the surface than l"Ott'd believe-the sP.a. 
would be n1t1~h rougher. I can give yo11 rray 
\\-ord, I shall be glad to ~ea the la.st of it.'' 

'' You're thi11ki11g of yot1r propt!llers ?u 
"I've only had tl1is weed foul JJIIJ 1>rol)f .. Jlf\rs 

once and that \\·a~ er1ough, '' retorted the 
4~aptain. '' I give you 1r1y- \\·ord, 1\·lr. I~ec, 
this stuff is filthy. As tough as six-itlch cable, 
a11d jf we get reaJJy enta11g)C'd we sl1a.IJ be 
tittle better tha11 a. hulk.'' 

Throughout the 11ight Captain Jlranso,1 hs.cl 
endeavoured to kc<'p his ship clear of t.he 
weed zone. Bt1t so terrific had been the storn1 
that he bad been forced to ru11 before it. Not 
many of the paesengers realised what had 
actt1ally happened. The storm had beet\ 
violent, but, mercifully, it had been brief. 
•1·0-day was so fi.110 that very fe,v people knew 
ho,v seriously tl1e rl'ora11ia had bee11 8Ct off 
J1er course. 

'' We ought to be cle.ar of the ,vee<i by the 
ev,•11ing, '' said the skipper. '' I've got a 
couple of look-ot1t m~n in tho bow8, and 
·we'ro steering clear of the worst masses. 
There's 11ot really very n1uch danger of run­
ning i11to a bad tract of the stuff.,, 

Nelson Lee was hardly listening, and Cap­
tai11 Branso11 .soon noticed this. 

'' Thinking of your friend Lord Dorrin1orc, 
eJ11" he said abruptly. 

'' Why, yes," admitted Lee. 
"Afraid ho's done for.'' 
•- It looks very much like it.,'' said Nelson 

I~e gravely. "Poor Dorrie! And poor 
Un1losi I It's dreadful to thi11k of them ht1rt­
ling to dest.rt1ction during that storn1. '' 

'' I've experienced a few sot1 thern cyc1011c,,s 
in 1ny ti111e, bt1t last 11ight's ,vas one of the 
worst, 1

' said the captain. '°' It developed with 
e:xtraordi11ary rapidity-and we 1<110,v for a 
fact that Lorll Dorrin1ore's ncropJanc ,vas in 
the thick of it. He got several \virclcss mes­
sages thro11gl1 before-before the silence can1e. 
I ca11't J1clp thinking, l\fr. Lee, that the 
n1acrune l\"as suddc11 Jy capsized by a partic11• 
Jnrly heavy squall.,, 

'' Y cs, that would account for the abrt1pt 
break-off in Mle n1iddle of 0110 of Lord 

Dorr1r11ore~s n1es~agcs, '' saicl Nelson Lt~e. 
.. It' "bl . s a. t.<-·rrl C J)lt~'. '' 

Soo11 aiterwards Ji~ Jeft the bridg~, .aud he 
fou11d Nipper looki11g troubled a11d anxio-.~. 
J•:dward ()s,Ya.ld Ha11dforth ,,·as witl1 }1i.J11, and 
tlie rcdoubta.blc Handy ,vas no less ,,·orritid. 

1
' I sj1aJI never forgive you for 11ot \\'ak i ng 

rne up Jast 11ight," Handforth was saying. 
·· 1\11d I don't beliPve that l)(lrrio is dead. I 
v.·011't believe it!" 11c added fiercely. '' It's­
it's too a.,vfnl !'' 

.• Yet we J}lllSt Jook the facts in the face, 
olC'l rnan," said N ippcr. ''Dorrie" s 'plar1e was 
in that st.or111, a.11d you k11ow ,vhat the storm 
\Va~ like. We werc11't i11 tho dead ce11tre of 
jt, citt1er-we 011ly got the outer fri11ge. 
(~aptain Bra11f!ion thi11ks that the a.eropla11e 
wa~ caught it1 the very vortex. We can only 
Jiopo tJ1a.t poor Dorrie a11d U 111losi ,vere 
fi11ished off quickly.'' 

" .. ~,r y gnJy hat! Don't talk like that!'' said 
Hantiforth. •• -~ny fresh news, sir?'' he added 
as Lee came up. 

.. ~011e, n1y boy,'' replied tl1e detective. 
·' Si11co that interrupted 1ncssago last 11igl1t 
not ci ,vord has con10 from Lord Dorri111ore. 
I hate to thi11k tho worst,-bt1t it ,vo.ul<l be 
f <Joi ish to entertain a great deal of hope. 1'11e 
Sky Wa.11derer wi-1I 11ot be tho first trar1s­
A tlai1tic neror1la11e to meet \\'ith disa6ter. '' 

,.- Rut. e,1 (~n if the machine J1ad bce11 forced 
do\\·11, sir. jtJ doesn't necessarily n1enn that 
Dorrie and U111Jo~i are dead,'' said Hand­
forth eaa-crly. .. It's a ki11d of flying boat, 
isn't it?'' 

•• My dear Handf orth, in s11ch a storn1 a.1 
rage() last night the Sky Wanderei, couJ<l not 
last a si11glo 111inl1tc-if it had alight(~d 011 the 
sea,'' replied Lee. ·'No; things look very 
ball indeed." 

It was not of ten that the famous det~ctive 
was irritable arid gloomy, but to-<lay he f cit. 
thoroughly sick of everythi11g. 

A young officer approacl1ed Lt_,c and saluted. 
'' 1'hc captain's complin1cnts, ~1r. Lt!c, and 

l1e'd Jike you to join hiu1 agaiu 011 tl1e 
bridge,'' said the officer. 

" Y cs, certai11ly, ,., replied Lee. 
Nipper and Ha11dforth took it for gra11ted 

that they were incJuded in the ii1vita.tio11. So 
they accompar1ied Lee up to the bridge, and 
Captain Branso11 only smiled when j10 saw 
them. They were privileged persons. 

'' Ti~ouiht you n1ight be interested, Mr. 
I.ce, '' sa1(I t.ie captai11, handing Lee a tele­
scope. '' What do you think of that boat?" 

He pointed to a speck on the horizo11, and 
Lee saw at a glance that this other sllip was 
111uch more deepJy into the Sargasso Sea zone 
than the Torania. 

"Sl1e seems to have been blown out of her 
course, like us,'' he remarked. . 

,. ~~xactly,'' said the captain. '' But that's 
not the point. Have a good look at her.'' 

Lee put t.hc telescope to his eye, and as soon 
as he had got the focus he received a surpri£e. 
1"he vessel now came into sharp relief, and 
l>y the cut of her t:he 11eemed to be a cruiser 
of obfsolete tl1pe. There co11ld be no n1 ista k-
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.i11g her li11cs; ar1tl the clumsy heaviness of her 
superstructure . 

• , Well?" asked tl1e captain. 
" I must co11fess t.hat I arn pttzzled, ,, said 

Lee. '' Either she is painted most pect1liarly. 
or she is simpl:y red with rust. Her sides are 
literally streaked. I don't think I've ever 
seen a ship in such a condition be£ ore." 

" Not a ,varst1ip, an)~ how,'' &'\id t~1c captain. 
"I believe ·yot1'rc right., l\'lr. Lee. Anyhow, 
your view agrees wit.h my own. She's rusty 
from stem to stern. At1d what do you make 
of that queer looking contraption at her 
stern ? A sort of crude cage, as far a6 I can 
make out.'' 

It was difficult for Nelson Lee to see, for 
the other vessel had cha.n~ed her course since 
the captain h.ad made his observation, and 
now she was heading direct in a. line which 
wot11d bring her as near as possible to the 
'l1orania. 

The captain and Nelson Lee were not the 
only· interested parties. Other officers were 
peering at the stranger through glasses, and 
alJ sorts of comments \vere being made. This 
rusty warship was indeed something of a 
phenomenon. 

'' Can't make ottt her flag at this distance,'' 
said the skipper, as he once again looked 
through the telescope. '' Clear sort of design 
-and not much colour, if any. Yet there's 
something ,·aguely familiar about her lines-­
By thunder·! She looks extraordinarily I ike 
the Porto Marlo.'' 

'' But surely the Porto lfarlo was lost last 
year ?'' asked Lee. '' I remember reading of 
the case in the newspapers. Wasn't she the 
Parazilian warship which was abandoned by 
her officers and crew in mid-ocean-a£ ter the 
magazine had caught fire?" 

'' That's right,'' said the captain. ~, And as 
far as I can remember she wasn't a great deal 
out of this latitude, either. This is just about 
the region. It happened at night-a.nd there 
was a good deal of mystery about the affair. 
There were -w·hispers going about afterwarde 
that the officers had flown into a needless 
panic. Anyhow, there was no explosion, and 
it's a fact tha,t the glow in the sky was seen 
to die dow11 after the boats had drifted away. 
Lots of people believed that the Porto l\1:arlo 
had never sunl(, but had drifted away, a 
derelict." 

'' This is si11gula.rly interesting," sai'd Lee 
keenly. 

He took the telescope a.gain. If this vessel 
was indeed the Porto Marlo, then all sorts of 
surprising possibilities arose. Who were the 
people a.board her'? Who were the m~n who 
composed her officers and crew ? The very 
fact that she was so rt1sty indicated that she 
\\'&S in strange hands. Yet she could not be 
a derelict now-for smoke was pouring from 
her single old-fashioned funnel. She was 
wallowing a good deal, and she seemed to 
have a slight list to starboard. And her pro­
gress was erratic. Her position, however, was 
such tha.t b)" cutting diagonally across the 
Torania's track she must inevitably come 
alongside the liner. 

1\1.ost of tl1e passengers ~·ere ali \'e to tho 
iutcresti11g situation by now. 'l'l1c deck rail~ 
\\'ere cro,vded, and as the minutes passed, the 
strange rttsty warship cotild be clearly seen 
,vith the 11aked eye. 

"Queer-looking tub, I must sa)T r• said 
Handforth critically. "l\fy only saint.cd au11t I 
She's rusty from stetn to stern! WJ1at about 
her officers? Why don't they make the men 
clean her ttp!' or paint. her, or something?" 

'' It's my belief, Handy, that she doesn't 
belong to any recognised navy," replied 
Nipper. '' 1,here's something so rummy about 
her·--" 

Boomt 
He was interrupt.ed dramatically. A puff of 

sn1oke appeared from the ,•:arshiJJ, and the 
report v.ras ominous. TJ1e next seco11d ea1110 a 
screaming ,vail as a shell ,Ycnt hurtling half · 
a. mile ahcacl of the 'forania. 

'' Great Scott!" ejaculated N•ipper in amaze­
ment. 

He glanced at Captain Bra11son. Tl1e Jiner's 
skipper ,vas mentally stunned for a mom~nt. 
His weather-bent~n face had beco1ne almost 
pttrplc. 

"By hcavcr1 ~" 110 burst out at J~ngl h. ·· A 
shot across 1ny bo,vs ! Ha,,e they gone stark 
raving mad?" 

The thing ,vas so ext.raordi11ar.y that (_!up• 
tain B·ranson cot1ld scar£:elv b<>.lieve the evi­
dence of liis o,,·n ,vits. Even I\ elsora I~ec, 
usually so in1pcrturbable, ,Yas looking posi­
tively excited. 

'' 1,his looks rather like trouble, captain;• 
he said. 

"Trouble11P" tht1r1dered the Old l\1an. 
'' D'yo think I'm going to heave-to at the 
command of this rusty, pottPring tin kettle? 
Do t,hey think t.hey can scare me? 'rh('rr'll 
be a ",,hole heap of trouble in Parazi: over 
this, or I'm a slab-footed landsman!,, 

He was in a towering rage, and Nelson 
Lee did not b!ame him. 

"We are not certain yet t}1at the ,,·arship 
is really Par.azilia11," said the dctec-tive ge11tly. 
'' That flag, for insta11ce--" 

'' By Gcorga r" broke in Ha11c.liorth, bub­
bling ,vith excit~rnent. "I just spotted that 
flag propcrlJ', sir-a.11d a puff of ,vind openccl 
it out. It's got the sign of the skui! and 
crossbones on it! It's the pirate flag! Tn()sc 
people aro pirates !" 

"Cheese it, Handy!" muttered .t\ ippcr. 
giving Ed,T,,,ard OsY.,,ald a 11udgc. '' D011"t b·-' 
stlch an ass!" 

'' Btit I tell }"Ou--•, 

''Rats!" 
'' I tell ~you these people are pirates--'' 
"You're mad!" 
'' I saw tl1e flag!" insisted Handforth breath­

lessly.. '' Do )'Oll think I don't know \\rhat tho 
Black Fla$' looks like? I've re.ad heaps of 
pirate stor1es--'' 

'' May I be keel-hattled [" bur5t out Captain 
Bra11son. '' The boy's right! That flag! It's 
no Parazilian ensign I It bears the design of 
the skull and crossbones!" 

"There you are!,, said Handf ort.h triun1-
phantly. 
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Ilut Xc!~eJl Lee an£] ).;itJ}Jcr ,vere paying 110 

.11,~c<l. l:a1)tai11 Bra.11~011 ,,·as staring throug:1 
J1i~ glasses, ~nd 110,v lie cot1!(I sPe anot~1er 
a111aii11·g sight. 'I'he tlecks cf the rusty \Yar­
~hip \Vere crov1,detl \vitl1 qtleer, 11011Lles.cript 
fitJu•·e~. i\0110 of thu~o 111c11 \\'(•re in naYa~ 

unifor111, and the 111ajorit.y of tlicn1 \\'Ot"t) great, 
~haggy })cards. 

Boon1 ! 
A11oth~r shot ,,·as firc<l-anll this ti111c the 

r;ht\11 ca111c very 111ucl1 e!oscr to the li11e1·, 
1ihricki11g ovcrl1cad a11d fallM1g i11to tho sea a 
Jo11g ,vay dist.ar1t, sending up a. great to,, .. cr of 
w Iii te :as pray. 

B~y no,v tl1e ~J'orauia · s })a sst•11 g·crs ,vere 
shouting i11 t.!1eir e~cite111ent; tl1C'-rc \\·as 110 
actual pa.11ic, b11t it ,,·ot1l(] 11ot be long, u11lcss 
~.-)111Pthing ,,-a~ done, ljeforo real trouble 
~ t.a rt,\cl. 

c_;1•itting bi-; teeth \Yith ragP, c•aptain B1·an­
~011 tPl.-graphecl t,o the P1)ginc-roo~1-and _thu 
1 f f1 ra 11 ia, '' j t,rl r~ngi 1-1e~ ~ile ncctl, g I lU~d JlOJ sr~­
Jc ,~◄ .Y tJiroug}1 the sull~u, \VC(\fl-covcre<l ~ca, 

• 

CHAPTER 8 . ..... • The Sign of the Skull and Crossbones! 

N 1,:lJH()N J .114:J~. ,luring the rast fc\V 
n1111utP_s~ h~Hl l1ee11 t}1inking ra11~Jj_y­
:i 11 d l 1 1 ~ t l~ o u p- }1 t ~ , Y .-, r c of a :St r a n g e 
113 tlll'C. 

·1J11(!<.ltdlte<J1)T, this r11st.Y ol<l crui~er \Yas a 
J1i 1·i1 tc. K11e ,va )"; 110 Jon ger Hy i 1,g the lJa raz i l 
fla~·; lier corl11)a11y <lit{ 11,Jt c<Jr1Ei~t of Para­
ziliall~ ofi1cci·s u11d 1nen. 111 s~o111e ext1·a­
«lrclinarj1 ,vay tlie dcreliet ,Yar~hiil ha·<-1 !nllcr1 
i111to th., l1au<ls of rl1ffia11s . 

... l\t closer c1 t1arteri tl1e old Porto ~fa1·lo 
J ,re~t1 11 t e<l au astot111di11g S}Jectaclo. Her 
«lt•f'1~~ u~ttaW:y ~<l clen11 ar1d tic_ly, ,, .. c.ro littered 
,,:1th i11deseril1ablc rllllbis.h. Parts of her 
~u~ler~tr1tct•1rc ,,·pre cori1r>letel~y r11sted a ,,·ay, 
a1-1cJ fall i11g into r11in. Iler e11gincs ,,,ero 
tl'1uclfii11g arid hn111111ering pai11ftllly. Scarcely 
a trace· of J1er origi11al grey pai11t re111air1ec1'; 
,;he.\ ,,,as rustJ' all ovt\r, · anll l1er fu11nel ,vas 
r,~ ji r)f J.J<l[)ing, jaggetl holes. 

J~,erj1 bo<l;y ab<lUrtl tl~e ~ora11ia ,,·atch,ecJ 
hreathlesslv. 'l'l1c capt,i111 l11111sclf, 110,v that 
11t1 l1ad go"'t over his original fury·, ,vas filled 
"·:tl1 ,,~011der a11cl i11crcdttlitv. Never i11 all ., 
his exr,cricnce of t.l1e ~ea, hafJ lie c11cot111-

t.lr~d sl1cl1 an acl\'·c11tt11·e as this. 
rl'hc ,varsl1ip l1ad clra,v11 CJuitc close i11 by 

ll(l\\', a11d ,v11en her cngi11es \\·ere sto1>1Jed, t.he 
15ifc•11cc see1ned u11natt1ral. 811c ca1ne gliding 
IH'a rer, ,va1Jowi11g· son1c,v hat i11 tl1e s,veII. 
An() it cottld 110,v b(\ see11 that acti,Te prepara. 
tion8 ,vere afoot for tl1e la1t11cl1ing of a boat. 

~ 

., (~01ning al1oarl1, al'c they?" gro"'lecl Cap .. 
t.ian Bra11s011, l1is c,yes bi.11:ning. '' I'll give 
tl1e clogs tl1e lc11gth of r11y to11gue ! I kno,v 
tho Jago li11go }lretty ,,~ell, ancl I can expre~s 
iny~elf pretty flue11t]J,,, too!'' 

·rh0. r-a1Jtain's fir~t tl1011gl1ts ,vcre for his 
JJa\:.s( ? , ge ►·s; l1e cou 1(1 11ot risk ope11 ,Icfiancc 
of 1 ! ~; ~ stran g·e pirate. But l1is ct1riosit.J', as 

,vc11 a5 l1is a11gc-r, ttr•)1npte<l l1in1 to f)e1·mit 
the ~trnnger's boat to co111e alongside. 

'' I11 l-Ieave11's 11au1e, :\:Ir. I .. ce, ~vhat -rlo .yo11 
rnnkc of l1er ?'' lie asked blankly. '' ,,!hat do 
~you 111ake of th06e 111en? I an1 fairly llu111-
n1o·~(e<l, ancl I <l+)r1't 11iin,l saying so!'' 

N<llso11 1.~c 1\·as looki11g kce11; his e;yes 
ronta,i11ed a ha1·d g·lint of grin111css; his \Yholc 
bPing seen1e,l t ◄.) be a-q11ivel' ,vitl1 te11£,e ex­
jJe<'t a ney·. 

''(J>1(y a rn~h n1a11 \\~onlll ,·cntui·c npon nn 
OJli11ion at thi~. t·ar)y stnge, f::1ptnir1,~' hf• 

• 

... 

All round Dorrimore and bi~ companion the hid 
'-

re 1) l i c,J. ·• Y•:t I l)cdicvc \\·c .-~re truly JJrivi• 
l(•dg·(•<l." 

.. Jlri\·i]e~.-,~,l ?" reJ)eate<l tlie 1~uzz1ed captain. 
'' Yes--in fl1n :-;c11sc that \\'P are the fil'~t 

victi11IB of the 1nost r~n1arkabfe pirat.o vessl:J 
,vhicl1 ha<J eYer sai feel tfre seas," sairJ J .~c. 
1 

• .,_1-\1!d as f~1 r us I can s~c, captain, you ',\< l! 
l1a ve to obey orders-no ll?att•'"'r hr,,v 11 r1-

p!ca.-.:n n t 1 J1.-,y n1 ay l1e." 
'' Rt1t, n1an ali\·8, I'n1 11ot i~.-Jillg- to be 

dir1tat.erl to b\' o 1110b of dir1v d.:,,·◄ )P~ !" 
'' Eitl1er yo..,1t \\'·ill be dif't,1i,)d t<; --arid cblljl 

tl1a t di~ta tio11-+)l' )-0~1 t ~hi n ,,.. i II be h !o \Va 

ot1t of tJ1e ,\·ater!" saicJ ~eH g1in1l)l. '''l.,h~s 
old cruiser 11-1ay lle 0}1 ... c•lefc. it 1nav l:c' r:1.rtv~ 
but ~' 1111 e of f 11 e g: ·, n ~ arc , f5 t i ii i 1~ \,\' c / k ah le 
r~o11dition. \\re hav,~ h,,lfl_ :--,lartling C\'i,Jence 
of t11a t. J f ,1 \V c•~\ n s cu 11os.-~ i bl)' dt_' f y t.h t'fe 
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J 1nc11? You l1a ven't as m ucl1 as a pcasl1ooter 
a ~)() n r d ! " 

J..,ce ,,·as leaning over the bridge rail, and 
he ,,·as \\·atchiug tJ1c a1Jproacl1i11g ooat 
,_. ro~e l.Y. 

• • 1' in not st1 i"C tl1at tJ1ese people arc dagoe3, 
c i th c r, " he \\' c 11 t o 11. ' ' It PS di ffi cu I t to co r1 -
jnre uJ) cvc11 a ,vile) guess at. their 11atio11ality. 
'fl1ey JocJk like n1c11 fi-0111 011t of the paEt. 
J f 1 hn t vessel ,vas an ol<l-timc gal1eor1 j n8teacJ 
•Jf a ru~ty steel cruiser, tl1e pirat0s ,,·ou 1t1 be 
in a 1l1ore fitting setting.'' 
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,eettt?n~rils of the fttngus tree writhed and clung. 

• 

I • 

1 

iJ~he boat ,vl1icl1 ,ras slo,vJy approacl1i11g 
f'.l)nf.ai11ec.l a 111otley cre,v. 'fhere ,vcrc at least 
a doz,1 11 · 111en, a11d all <Jf the111 ,vere so sl1aggily 
hea1·de,.i that it ,va~ cliffieult to see tlieir faces. 
'J'hc~r \VCl'fl ({rcSbc<l i11 11011dcscript clotl1i11g, 
c-.t in a c1tta.i11t, oltl-fasl1011ed stl~le. 'A pic-
ture~q"1e-lo<)k.ing cro,vcJ, in{Jecd. :\Ia11y of 
t~hein carrie(I g1ca111i11g etitfasses at their 
l h~ l t .. ~. 

']'}i,, cruiser's boat, Jl(J\V fairly close a1 to the 
'i1<J1·ania'~ to,Yering side, ,,·as resti11g. The 
Hlf'll ha<I eeased tc> lJly t110 on rs. ....i\.11cl 011e 

1na11,. a ~rent, shagg·y, u11ta111ecl giant, \Ya! 
1.:fan(J;ng np i11 the th,varts. 

" S tc a n1,'"l l)i p. al1ov ~', }10 sho ll tcd. 
. 1lis voice ,vas i;s l)O,\'et·ftil as }1is fran1e; 
it r:arrjc{i aero~:, the ,vatcr n.s though l1e J-10.d 
u~t'-J ~ njc g·i:11J1011e. ....t\11cl eve11 N elso11 Lee 

f;ta rtecI as he heard the ,vords. Ile a11d 
Ca1)tai11 Bransoi1 cxcl1anged quick glances. 

"!4~nglisl1, by tl1ttncfer ! " said tl10 sltip1Jcr .. 
'' ,.v oil l'n1 l1aJ1ged ! T}1is affair is getting 
qucere1· every n1i11ute ! » 

He leaned over the end briclge-ra~l, a11cl 
cnpper l1i~ han<ls to J1is n1ot1th. 

'' lloat., al1oy !'' lie bcllo,vcd. ., \\~ho are 
:you, a1icl ,yJ1at tio ~you ,\·a11t? \\!hat do yolt 
111 ea 11 h :y li r in g at n 1 c ? '' 

•' 1'1a)' your 111arro,vs rot.!'' ea1ne tl1c pic­
tl1resqt1c rop1y·. ''Yt~'ll rlo as I say, 01 ,ve'll 
se11(l )tOlt a11d ~~our sl1ip to the bot.ton1. Let 
do,v11 a, Jagder. \\~ c' re con1ir1g nlJoard·.'' 

rrhc bearded 111n11's Er1glisl1 )1ad a Btra11ge 
tang to it.; tl1ere ,vas 110 actual acce11t, Jret 
J1c 11secf a dialect ,vhi<'l1 ,\·ns totally ttt1fa111i~iar 
to Nels(>11 I.Jee-and l .. E:~c 11ri(lecl l1in1self tl(J<Jll 

!<110,,·ing every Eng]i~l1 dialect \\"l1ich ,vas still 
1 !l use. 

'' 1·e'<I l)est. 1111clcr~tanll tl1at I.',·e got t\\"O 

gu11s trainee] 011 ~yo11r ship, anll if there'.; ail'y 
treacher~y to 111t~ a11cl n,y 111e11, you'll be 
su11li !" sh,)utecl the bea1·llecl p;ia11t. ·' One 
1;i,~al f 1'<)111 rnc \,·ill be eru)ttgh.'' 

NitJ}Jt•r a11<l Ifa1ulfortl1 ,,?ere so thrillecl tl1at 
r l1e,y cve11 for got the strp11osed trngedy 
,Jf, I"orc.l ])orrin1tll'e a11cl lJ111lo~i. 'l'l1P,y l1a1l 
rars anfl eyes f◄Jl" 11<,thing l)11t the I>irates . 

.. .\ la(ldl1 l' \ras Jol\·cr ... ·<l, an,1 (;aptair1 }J1=a11SOil 
\YPn t ch1 \V n f rou1 t' he l)rid .~fl. }-le i11 Yi tccl 
Xe I ~on I .. Pt, to acC'fJJn pa 11~y ~ i1u, and once ag·ai 11 

~ip}lC'l' c.uul J la11clfortl1 111a11ag·e<J to keep ,,·itJ1 
tht• dc,tc('ti\·e. 'l'hev ,vent to a sectio11 of 

. V 

the ,Jc-.. _ k, fclr,,·a rel of tl1e briclg·e, ,,·hicl1 ,vns 
not 01H,n tcJ tl1e orclir1arJr t)asse11gers. llere 
~toofl Feveral of the ship's otticers a11d so1r1e 
111el1. ,,~11,~11 (_~a})tai11 Bra11~i>n and Nc!s011 
r_ec had joinecl t he111 tl1ey fc)rtl'lecl a gw111'" 
looking ,~ro,ycJ . 

.,L\ ncl tql 1l1e ladder can1c f he reniarka IJle 
V isi ~)I'~. , 

'l."'ftc first .111a11 t<l rear.Ii th~ toJ) "·a.s tl1~ 
giat1t \,·i-10 h~cJ al read-y ~1Jokc11. Ile stepped 
111Jo11 t}10 d~ck, a11cl even Lee, tall as l1e \\'as, 
felt. d·,,·arfr~d. rl,J1is n1a-n: ,vitJ1 his great, 
111a~sj Ye ~hc,u lde1·~, a11d }1is black beard, 
t,J\\"er,1tl l1fg·l1 al)o,·e ~elso11 l"'ee. Ile ,vas six­
f (J' > t - t, i g-h t, i f he '"a~ n 11 i 11 ch. 

" \ \ · h i , ~ I 1 of ) ·c is t l 1 e capt a i 11 of th j s r. r a ft ? ', 
Jie <l,,111a11,lPd, i11 l1is dePI), tl1roat.y ,·oice. 

'' I nn1 !~' sai{I c•a11tai11 Bra11son curtly. 
"011cc agaiu, I a-..k \,·110 J'Olt a.re a11cl ,vl1at 

" 
., Ay, )·e ma_y \\·ell ask ,vl10 I am!" lJrolie 

i11 tl1e t1tl1er, ,,·itl1 a g1·eat, 11oisy lattgh. 
'' K110,v, tl1en, that I a111 . the Jllack- Ha-\vk. 
I a111 tl1e rule1~ <lf tl1e sea! \\"Tliat do nan1es 
1nattcx? ()hey 111e, and 11011ght shall be -amiss 
,,yith --y·e. Ilt\t, by lllJt bo11cs, those " 1 ho th ,vart 
tl1e l3lacl{ lia,,·l-i: trifto ,,·itl1 deatl1 !'' 

tla11<lfortl1 ()O~t.iYPl~y ga1)e(J. Tl1e 1119n 
s11ol<e ]il<e tL ci1ar.tetcr <int of a pirate story. 

Nelso11 Lee ,\·as 0)·eing tl1c so-called Black 
IlaY:l< cl~~cl~v; J1c ,ras al~o givi11g the sarne 
careful scr11fi11y to the otl1er n1e11. For ii 
had occurr~,l tfJ tl1e sl1rc,vd detective tl1at 
tl1esc 111e11 ,,·ere play-acti11g. Tl1ey ,·vere 
co111111,1nplace crooks, clressed ~t)ecially for tl1e 
oerasion, ancl-- But no! Lee decided, 
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almost at 011ce, that that theory \\·ould not 
l1old. water. The great beards were real­
they had been u11cut, u11trimmed, for many 
Years. All tl1e n1e11 had their arm.9 bare to 
the elbow-gre.at, bra,v11jT, hairy ar1ns, y;ith 
gnarled har1ds. And the skin was curiously 
yelio,\·ish-,veather-beaten, but not tanned 
by the su11. 'l,heir faces displayed the same 
pf<:uliarity. All the n1e11 ,vere barefooted, and 
their toes \\·ere ,videly splayed, proving con­
clusi,~ely that they had never worn shoes. 
Ever si11ce they had been babies they had used 
no foot\\rear. Their great toes stuck out like 
the toes of savage$. 

A wild, untamed, amazing mob of English­
speakir1g mc11 ! 

Lee l1ad heard the other men muttering 
amo11gst the1nselves-Vw·hilst they looked 
eagerly and ,vondcringly above them. ~nd 
tl1e}· all spoke i11 the same strange-sound111g 
English. 

''These men are but fool.s-bab:r-faced weak­
lings!'' said one of the men, in a con• 
temptuous voice. '' l'.lay my sinews dry up if 
I have c,·er seen the Jike ! Ye've no need 
to fear sttch trash, captain!'' 

'' Do I fear them?'' roared t,he self-styled 
Black Ha,vk. '' Bones a11d blood I I com­
ma11d, and they obey. See :}1ou,_ my friend, 
\\'r1at food ha,re ye 011 this great ship ?1

, 

''Food?'' repeated Captain Branson, in 
astor1ishment. 

'' -~}', )te heard n1e. Food!'' 
'' But-but I don't u11derstand !'' said the 

Qld skipper. '' Are you telling me that l'OU 
1·eq tti re--f ood ? '' 

'' Have I told ye aught else?" retorted the 
Black Ha,\'k. ., Ay, food, ye old thickhead I 
Flottr, good, honest ,vl1eat flour-rice, tea, 
sugar, and perchance, eve11, some meat. I've 
lt~ard tell that ye sometimes carry live oxen 
011 these great ships. Well? What say ye?'' 

Captain Bra11son had nothing to say at the 
momer1t. IIe \\'as bewildered. He had ex­
pected these ruffians to demand money~ 
valuables-and loot, generally. This bold re• 
quest for food puzzled him. 

Nelson Lee, glancing across at the Porto 
l\fal'lo, now much nearer, and looking in­
describably rusty and filthy, saw that two 
otl1er boats had put off. One, indeed, was 
rapidly approachi11g the Torania. .Both were 
cro\\·ded l\·ith men. 

Lee found his attention fixed upon the old 
cruiser }1erself. He l\"as intrigued by the 
stra11ge 1netal cage co11trivance ,vhich was 
crudely constructed on the \\'arship's stern. 
It ,vas clearly an adclition-and, just as 
clearly· the "l'ork had been done by untrained 
ha11ds. The metal gri]le-\vork ,vas of crazy 
design, and it ,vas apparently held in position 
.by long lengths of stot1t cable. Any kind ·of 
rough weather would ,vash the ""hole contrap­
tion away within half an hour. 

Nelson Lee's attention shifted down the 
red-streaked sides of the cruiser to the bows. 
And here, again, the detective \\l'as intrigued. 
There was another addition at the bows-a 
sort of kr1ife like projection, clamped on to 
the hull, ""hich stuck out grotesquely. 

'' Rot my skin I But ye take a plaguey time 
to answer!'' roared the Black Hawk, with 
sudden impatience. '' Take heed, my smooth­
faced friends! We do 11ot come aboard your 
craft to kill. We come for food. Let there 
be a11y resistance, arid we will ct1t ye down. 
And re1nen1ber that otir gu11s are trained on 
this ship. Let us proceed peacably. Ho\V 
say ye, cnptain?" 

''If it's food you want, I \Vill see ,vhat 
ca11 be done,'' replied Captain Branson, re­
covering some of his composure. '' But tell 
me tl1is. ,vhere do vou come from ? How 
did :you get possession .. of that ,varship ?'.' 

The Black H,t\\'k struck his great chest with 
a gnarled fist. 

'' I am asking the questions!'' he thunclered. 
'' I an1 giving the orders. Thi11k ye that I 
will tell ye whe11ce we came? Nay! We 
'\"asto enough tirne already ; my n1e11 grow 
imoatient. Let us to work." -

Eve11 as he was speal{i11g, more of the 
motley cro,vd came climbing up the ladder. 
There were t,vo or t.hree dozen of them by 
now, and as they croY..-ded round their leader 
they ,,·ithdrew knives and c11tlasses. A more 
rulliar1ly-looking bunch could not. have been 
imagined. 

And it was evident th,t.t they were in deadly 
earnest. Bttt for the Black Hawk's presence 
many of those "·icked knives would have 
been used. 

'' A,va~', men!'' shouted the black-bearded 
giant. '' Bring ye flot1r, sttgar, butter I We 
shall return l'"ith full hands, and thus our 
first 1lenture t1pon the deeo \\·ater will be a 
great sttccess. '' 

Nelson Lee heard those words gratefully. 
They gave him the one piece of informati<;>n 
he had req11ired. So this was the first raid 
the pirates had e,rer undertaken! And they 
were not ottt for mere loot-but for food I 
There ,vas a si11gular signific.ance in that fact. 

Captain Branson did the only thing p088ible 
in the circumstances. He gave orders to hia 
officers, and the a~tonishing raid~rs were 
escorted into the liner's store-rooms. 

Other officers '\\·ent amongst the passengers, 
reassuring them, and doing their best to make 
light of the ,vhole affair. But most of the 
pasae11gers:i thoroughly excited, were not to 
be put off. Quite a few dashed for their 
valt1ables, and insisted upon them being 
locked a\\"ay in the ship's strong-room. They 
could not believe that these modern piratea 
had no intention of robbing them of their 
money and t.heir jewels. 

'' WhJ· is nothing being done?'' asked ona 
man. '' What abottt the wireless? Can't the 
captain get help?'' 

''We're a lbou.sand miles from the neareal 
land-and there is no ship nearer than three 
hundred miles,'' replied one of the. junior 
officers. '' I'm sorry, sir-but we can't cxpecl 
any help of that kind. The captain is doing 
·the best he can-aI,,~ays bearing in mind the 
safety of the passengers.'' 

This was true enough-but there were in• 
dications that the passengers, for the r• 
~ainder of the voyaa-e. would have to ao on 
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~hort ratio11s. For t.he BJnck liawk an,l his 
1not)ey crc,v rai<le(l tho Tora11ia'$ stores in ar1 
exceo<.Jjugly t.J1orot1gh ma1111e1-. 

'l"'11ey at once fairly started on tl1e work, 
the bra\\'ny ruffia11s co11ti1111cd it ,vitl1 a ,viii 
a11ri a11 entht1siasn1 which ,vas q_t1ite good to 
se•~. J1'or hot1rs t.hey labo11red. A contir1uous 
li11e ,)f 111e11-a ,·eritable chain-ran f rem the 
~hJJJ'~ side, do\vn into the store-rooms. Sacks, 
cases, boxes, a11d so forth, , .. ·ero lowered 
to the "vaiti11g boats. And t.hc boat3 them­
sel,Tes, f11lly Jade 11, ,vere ferried across to 
tl1e rusty cruiser·. Back tlle)t can1c e111pty for 
f res]1 loacls. 

Arid so it ,vent on. 
•• \V ell, it beats me!" said Handfoi■th l1elp­

lessiy. ·' \\there t},e dickerJs do these pirates 
con1c fro111? By George! They 111ust have 
a ~:tir son1c,vhere. All pirates have lairs 7 
'fJ•cru n1u~t be a11 islariu, or somethirJg--'' 

• • c· a 11 't lJe a fl is] 8 ll O , Hat} dy,' > i 11 tc rru p ted 
NiJ)pcr, as 110 and Ilandforth lea11cd over 
t.he ruil, ,,·atcl1i11g tl1e oJJerations. '' There's 
no Ja11(I for 111a11y h1111dreds of miles. Tl1ere's 
tJ1c Sargasso Sea, of cot1rse-tl1e very ce11tre 
of it is not a great clistancc from this exact 
f;pot. \Ve're practically y;ilhin the outer 
)1111ite of tl1e Sargasso 110,v. There's some-
1.hiug 1·t1mn1y. above the wholA business-and, 
bet,\·ee11 yott and 111e, I believe that t-he 
guv'r)(Jr J1as t,vigged." 

·' T,\·igg·ed ?'' repeated Handforth, 1tarins. 
•• 'fwigged ,vhat ?'' 

'' I believe he l<nows j11st _where these men 
co111c from-a11d all abot1t it!'' replied Nipper. 
•• .A.c\11)-l1ow, he's looking as keen as mustard-

. atatl J ;111 glad to see it. Ever si11ce ,vc heard 
t.hat we were going out to Jamaica fo.r 
•1otl1iug l1e has been like a bear \vith a sore 
head. This affair has l)t1cked him up. 'JI 

·• P.c1·haps he ,vo11't l>c so bucked to-morro,v 
-,vl1en t-here's 11c-,thi11g to eat l '' gr111]ted 
]landforth. 

.. Rats! Wa shan't starve"" laughed Nipper. 
•' \\'~ e can get in tot1ch ,vith another ship by 
to-morrow easily enough, and obtain some 
tc1111)Clrary stores. What's a bit of food com­
pared to this amazing experience? And if 
there's any way of tracking the.. pirates to 
their lair, the gt1 v'nor will get there ! I tell 
yot1 he's just spoili11g for a real adver1ture. 1 l' 

•• So a.m I-bt1t we seem to be pretty hclp­
le:-:e, '' growled llandforth discontentedly. •• If 
oni) .. \\·e had some guns, we could l1ave a 
5Crap ,vith this giddy rirat.e !'' 

They heard sottnds o commotion, and very 
soon they discovered the cause. Captain 
B1anson and his officers were vigorously pro-

-testing; for the pira~s, having made a11 
almost clcar1 s,veep of the liner's !tore-rooms, 
were no,v giving tl1eir attention to the fur­
niture! 

Tho bearded rascals, streaming with per• 
spi, ntion, ,vere act11ally tearing up the chairs 
ttr,d 1ou11ges f ron1 the s1noking--rooms, and 
f ro1n the ,Jining saloon. Officers, c1·ew and 
passe11~ers n1ike ,vere freshly bewildered. 

As before, the \\'oi-k "·ent on t1nceasingly. 
The pi1·atea Jabo11red with the same g]owing 
enth11sin.5n1 i th..-y staggered under enormot11 

loads. Chairs, tables, carpets a11d other articles 
of f ur11it1.1re ,,·ent oversidc in a cont.int1ot1s 

• process 10 n. 
'' It beats n1e, ~Ir. Lee!', said Captai11 

Bra11so11, al111ost echoin.q Handforth's own 
,vords. '' I'n1 past 1Jci n g st1rprised. l•'oocJ, I 
can 11ndersta11d. But ,vhat i,1 the nnme of 
111),"stery c·a11 tl1ese infernal fcllo,vs wn11t ·with 
our fttrniture ?' 1 

'' I tl1i11k I lino,,l,,, replied Let1 briefly. 
., 1.,he det1ce j·ou do!'' 
"Our frie11d, the Black Ha,vk, is the ura• 

cro,vned king of the most remarkable colony 
of ht1nia11 be iii gs in exist.e11ce, '' continued 
Lee, his e~yes glea1ni11g. ,. All their lives, 
110 doubt, they have existed \\'itl1out com­
forts. And these rough men, seei11g the 
11ancison10 furniture, s,,ft carpets and t!1e 
other l11xuriot1s fitme11ts1 could not resist t11e 
temptation. They _came out for loot-and 
tl1ey nro gctti11g it!'' 

'' But in hea.ven's name, ~here a1·e t)1cy 
takir1g the stuff to?'' demanded the captain 
bla11kly. 

'' Ah, I ",.onder I" said Nelson Lee. 
u You,ve seen that queer cage fixed to the 
stem of t.he cruiser? You've seen the crude 
knife affixed to her bo,vs? What is that cage 
for-b11t to protect the propellers from tJ10 
de11se \\·eed of the Sargasso? W-l1at is the 
knif c-edge for, but to cut a path through the 
weed?'' 

'' Then-then you think--'' 
•• I tl1ink t.hat tl1is Parazil ian cruiser was a 

derelict, and that it drifted into the deptJ1s 
of the Sargasso,'' replied Lee. •• I think thnt 
it fe]I into the har1ds of the Black Hawk and 
his colony. They fo11nd a method of getting 
through the ,veed, and for the first time in 
their Ji,res they saw t.he open sea. Now tliey 
intend to fo back-and I don't mind admit­
ting tha-t would gi\10 ten years of my Jife 
to see that a~t1-,al color1y or people in the heart 
of the Sargasso "·eed. '' 

• 

CHAPTER 9. 
The AmaziRg Adventure! 

HEN '-'or(I Dorrimore sent the Sky 
\Va11derer gli,ling do,v11 towanfs the 
verda11t surface of the ls]and Above 
t.he Clouds, ho knew that he "'as 

taking something of a cha11ce. Just for n 
moment, indeed, he hnlf hesitated. It was 
not yet too late to zoom t1p and nbandon 
the attempt. 

He remcmherefl the case of t,vo daring 
American airn1en ,yJ10 had flown the .t\tlan­
tic in I"ecord time, la11diing in Berlin. 'l,hcn 
they had flo,vn on town1ds Mosc•w, intending 
to break the· record for the rot1nd-the-Ylorld 
trip. But jl1st · beyond tho Russinn border 
a misl1ap had occ11r1·cd to their machine, and 
tl1ey had landed in what appeared to be a 
cornfield. Too late they found thnt the 
•• ground '' was really a peat bog, and the 
gTeat machine had overturned. wrecking it,. 
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Ho,v easy it ,,ras to 1nisjt\dge t.he 11att1t·e 

of the grou11d-from above. 
It seemed to DL)rrie tl1at there ,vas a fair 

stretcl1 of grassla11d- i111z11ecliatoll' belo\\r. But 
t.his n1ig.ht be hog6')T-just as t.l1at }liece of 
grot1n<l i11 Rt1ssia. B11t ,vJ1at a diff cre11cc 
there \'Vas het\\·ecn that case and this ~ The 
two America11 airme11, 111ercift1ll)' t1r1l1ttrt, 
were soo11 able to communicate ~"ith a 11eigh­
bottri11g ,rillage and to get help. 

Bt1t if the Sky ,,, a11clerer crasl1ed-wl1at 
then? It wo11ld be the end. 

So the chance Lord Dorrimore ,vns taki11g 
,vas indeed a foolhardJ· 011e. lie k11el\· it. 
Yet he could not resist tl1e temptatio11. A11d 
he relied, to a certain extent, t1pon his a111az­
ing luck; b11t he 1-elied ev·pr1 more l1J.>Ot1 his 
skill and judgment. It ,vas one of Dorrie's 
favourite sayings that n1en never got nny• 
,,,here ttnless they took an oc,easior1al cl1nnce. 
'' Safety first '' ne,~er acco1nplished any­
thing. 

'' Well, Umlosi, it's a ri.'5k-btit I tl1i11k it's 

\\'orth it,., lie sang out. '' By gacl ! I"oolc: at 
tl1ose trees! Loolc at the bttshes-an' the 
gr.ass! Are11't :yotl kee11 to feel sol id grot1t1d 
beneath J?0t1r feet-and to l1a ve a bit of a. 
rest from the eternal drone of the e11gir1cs? '' 

"\\l' at1 ! If thott has n1a<le ttp tl1y n1i11d to 
lar1d, N'Kose, 11ot1ght tl1at I car1 say ,vill 
cl1a11ge 1natters," replied lTmlosi, ,vith a 
sl1r11g. '' Jlor thott art. i11cleed a man \\'ho 
li: no'\\" s }1 is o \\~ 11 mind. " 

''\\!ell, ,,Te're la11<lin' ! ,, said his lor(islaip 
t e 11 se l ,,. . '' Look o lt t ! '' ... 

Ijike a great. bircl tl1e macl1inc tottched the 
g-ro1111cl. 13y the 111oving of a lever Dorrie 
l1ad cattsed tl1e la11ding gear to slide Ottt 
from its slot~s. The ,vheels touched again, 
the Sky... \\r anclerer bt1111perl, and then ran 
s111oothly for,,vard. Lorcl Dorrin1ore 's ha11ds 
on the co11trols ,,·ere mar,rellous. I-Ie ,v-as 
1·eacl)· at thP first '' feel p of sor11etl1i11g wrong 
to fling the t11rott le ,vidC' ope11 and zoom into 
t.he air once more. But find111g the machine 
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run11it1g forWanl easily, he a11o,vt'd her to 
carry on. · 

She ca1ne to a staridstill surprisi11gly soo11 
.;.....as though a brake had been applied. 
Dorrie guessed tl1e reason. Either the grass 
was lo11g, or the grottnd \\'as soft at1d 
t;pongy. \\Tell, the die ,vns ca.st no,v. Tl1e 
Sky \Vnnderer was · n1ot.ionless, a11,l Dorrie 
,had swit.cl1cd off. Her great propellers ticked 
o,·er for a few sec«J11ds, ar1cl tl1e11 slo,\·ly 
stopped. The silence, after the i11terminable 
hot1rs of ince~~a11t droning, seemed 1t11can11y. 

Dorrie's ears, arid Umlosi's ears, filled ,vith 
that noise, ,vere so affected that they were 
obliged to shout at one another-for tti.ey 
,vere tc1nporarill ... deaf, nnd ,verc likely t.o 
remain so for some timo. 

•• It is do11e, my fat.her,'' 1·t1mble,l Umlosi, 
his eyes aglo,v. .. A11d it is ,vell done.'' 

i' I did11't capsize the old ship, any,vay," 
agreed Dorrie. '' By the uJrd Harry ! Thi11k 
of it, old friend! \Vo'vc landed! Not on 
any· kno" .. 11 co11tine11t or island-but on this 
tllatcatt above the clot1ds which has re1na.ined 
hiddc11 fr<.1n1 humanity throt1ghot1t the long 
ce11turics ! That's a solemn thot1ghtt Um­
Josi 1 '' 

As he spoke he unbolted the cabin door, 
a11d with a spring he jun1ped to the gro11nd. 
His feet sa11k into a soft, carpet-like surface 
of green. o,~erhead the sur1 b)nzed do,-..11 
with t1·opical heat. The air, indeed, was 
stifling, for not a breath of wind stirred. 

'' So that's \\,.l1y ,ve pu]lcd up so qttickly, '' 
said Dorrie, running forward and anx.iously 
i1lspectir1g the landing ,vheels. ''Good! It's 
11ot a bog, anyway. The '\\"-heels l1a ve11't sunk 
r a r. ,, 

It walL~ not grass beneath their feet, but 
a strange kind of moss-i11te11sely thick in 
growth, sp9ngy, and somehow ir1l1ercntly 
111oist. A11d as Lord Dorri111ore lool<ed down 
at Jiis feet, he saw one or t,vo greenish, worm­
like i11sects wriggling away into J1idde11 
h1.1rrows. 

'' \Ve are como to strange 1and i11deed, 
N'Kose,'' said Umlosi. "Wa11 ! It is even 
as I saw i11 my dfearns. '' 

'' By glory! I'd forgotten those visio11s of 
yours, U mlosi ! " said his lordship, staring. 
•• Your ' snake ' told yot1 all abottt tJ1is, 
didn't it? You're an unca11ny 1nercl1a11t, you 
k,1ow ! A11' ,,yasn't there some hint of blood­
shed an' fighti11' ?'' 

'' E,re11 as tho11 sayest, my father!'' said 
lJ 111losi solen1nly. '' In this strange land ,,,e 
ti;ha]l meet ,vith danger and exciten1cnt. 
IJaugh, if thou wilt; b11t i11 my dreams I saw 
n strange people, ar1d they were a11gry people 
and "~arlike people.,, 

'' \Ve)l, there don't seem many 011 t.}10 spot 
to greet us,'' said Dorrie. ., The first thing, I 
s1.1ppose, is to repair the con1pa.';s and the 
othe1· i11strt1me11ts; bt1t I'm tem11te<i to have 
a look rounrl first. Up<1n n1y '"~ord ! What 
a11 extraordinary place!'' 

They had ,valked a v.yay from tho 'plane, and 
it ,vas good to feel solid grot1nd beneath 
1.heir feet cnce morP.. A11d someho\v the 
Bigl1t of the Sky Wa11<lercr standing there. 

so big!· so 11trong, gave them co11fidcnce • 
.A.\nd Lord Dorrimorc, with the eagerness 
of tJ1e bo1·n explorer, ,vas gazing ·i11tent)y 
at the bushes and the trees. Un1losi, a forest 
man hi1nse)f, was no lees inte11t. 

The ,rie"· u-as limited. Do1·rie had selected 
a little ho1Io,v, with a stretch of level ground 
ru1111i11g along its ce11tre, to land on. It was 
t,vo 111iJ~s i11 le11gth, perhaps, but riot more 
tha11 half a mile in width. · 

Gentle l1ills ro~e 011 either side, and they 
\\·ere covered ,v1tl1 de11se ,voods. Up and 
do,vr1 tho hollo,v, at either e11d, tl1ere were 
furtl1er ,voooed hil]s. So, i11 tl1is cup,,, the 
arlver1tt1rers ,vere more or less cut off. They 
could not gni11 a ,vidc pa11oran1ic vic,v of tho 
islar1d. Neither coltld. tl1ey see the cliff, or 
tl1e mist, far belo,v. · So far as appea1·ances 
wc11t, tl1cy n1ig}1t have landed in the very 
ccr1t1·e of so1ne great co11ti11ent. 

It l1ad really bec11 ,l ,·cry skilf •11 piece· of 
,v·ork 011 Lord Dorri111ore's part to 1atui that I 

111acl1ine so saf cly. It hacl required very 
acc111·ate judgn1e11t. Son1e of tl1c trees were 
jutte<3 out into the hollow fro111 the main 
be] ts of \\·oodla1Kf ; a11d tl1e . Sky \Va11derer 
had come to a l1alt al111ost bet\.\"Ce11 t,vo of 
then1-so tl1at tl1eir branches nearly over• 
h1111g tl1e ,vi11g-tifJS of tl10 giant n1onoplane. 

Standing baok, Lord Dorrimore viewed the 
trees with sudden ,vonder. He had on]y 
looked at them in a general, comp1·ehcnsive · 
,vay until no,v-subconsciotts)y knowing that 
they ,vcre queer, unusual-looki11g trees. But 
Umlosi had sta~ ha~, and he ~ad-·-eyen 
uttered a lo,v eJaculat1on of sur1Jr1se. ·· · So . 
Do1·rio ga,~e the nearest tree his \Vholel1oarte.d : 
attention. •. 

' ' Well, may I be cooked!'' he ejacttl~tod. 
•• What do )'OU n1ake of it, U1nlosi? I .11ev.er '. 
saw a tree like it in a]l n1y life I'' · · 

'' \Va11 ! This is no tree, N'Kose, '' said 
Umlo.si in -a troubled ,,.oice. '' I liko not this 
strange ]and thou hast f ou11d ! Trees which 
are ,not trees! Grass ,vhich is 11ot s·rass ! '' 

And Umlosi 'IMlS right. 
Under closer examination Dorrie found 

that the '' tree '' ,vas really a11 extraor{l inarily 
large fu11goid growth! The .. tru11k .. , ,vas 
really a soft, pappy stem, and the bra11ches 
and foliage · ,vero found to be,. at close 
quarters, 11othin,g but soft, brittle, toadstool­
like fungus. And there were all sorts of 
cli1nbi11g, cable-like tentacles. Tl1esc pro­
ceeded from t.}10 same sot1rce-they came 011t 
of the ''tree," but they were puffed and 
sinuo11s. There v-~as something definitely un­
Jl'le,1sn11t i11 the sight of the things; ancJ they 
e111itted a noxiot1s odo11r. 

"'llu t this is i11crcdible ! '' said Dorrie in 
,vo11dcr. '' Tl1at ,,·ood, yon<ler ! That .can't 
be entirely compose<l of these-these over• 
gro,\~n 111ushroon1s ! I've never heard of S\lch 
a thing! \Vait a 111int1te, tl1ough, '' he adde<I 
st1dde11ly. '' The1·e's a p]a.ce in ... t\frica its(\lf 
,vhcr~ there are some really ren1arkabJo fttn• 
goid gro,vths, reacl1i11g enormous .size.,, 

'' Tl1ou art referring, N'Kose, to that 
st.ra11ge Ja11d in ... a\f rir.a kno,vn as ' Tho 1\,(oun­
tain:! of the l\10011,' '' replied Umlos; nod- l 
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di11g. "Bttt the strange growths there are 
but <l ¥.' arfs in comparison ,vith what \\"8 see 
here l '' 

Lore) Dorrimore touched one of -the creeper­
like t.e11drils, nnd to his surprise it quivered­
as tl1ougl1 it had feeling. It almost pulled 
a\,·ay ·fom Dorrie's hand; he could see it 
vibt·atir1g. It was like a shudder at his 
toucl1. . 

Tl1cy moved farther a,vay, and soon, at 
their feet, there yawned a deep depression, 
the bottom of ,vhich- ,vas filled with a 
c~riously green;sh water. And even as 
])orrie and Umlosi looked down into the 
ticpths, a s,Yirl appeared, and for ar1 instant 
a blunt-shaped head, of a pale, ,,·atery 
grcc11ish -colour appeared aho,re the surface. 
Dorrie sa,,r a pair of brigl1t, baleft1l eyes­
and thcr1, ,vith another s,virl, t.he thing had 
gone. 

'' Thn t ,,·as no fish ! '' . said his lordship 
grt1ffly. '' Looked more like an exaggerated 
tadpole!'' 

'' Sec, N'Kose !~' exclaimed Umlosi 
abruptly. 

He ,vas pointing to a '' -bush '' near by. 
It ,,,as another fungoid growth, and yet it 
J1arl exactly the appearance of an ordinary· 
b11sh. Something ,~.tas mo,·ing on it. Dorrie 
stared. The tl1ing ,,·as , .. ery much like a 
beetle, bttt instead of being black or bro,vn, 
it ,,ras pale gree11. It .}1nd an enormous an-­
tenure, and the beetle itself measured fully 
three feet from e11d to end-a truly ghastly, 
gargan tl1an insect. 

It dropped ,•1itl1 a dt1ll plop to the grottnd, 
and for a moment its antennm qt1ivered in­
qt1isitively in the direction of Dorrie ancl 
U mlosi ; then, "'·ith a tiny little sound of 
moving feet, the beetle sped off, ,·anishing 
down a burro,v in the grottnd. 

''I wonder if they bite?'' said Dorrie re­
ftecti vely. 

He felt instinctively at his belt-and pattsed. 
He ,,,as not ,,,earing his nt1tomatic. And he 
felt the need of it-. If there \\'ere insects of 
this size, there might just as well be ani• 
mals. And both Dorrie and Umlosi were un­
armed. The giant Kutana chieftain had not 
even brought l1is trusty spear-although that 
faithful '\\"eapon was in the cabin of the 
'plane. 

'' Wa11 ! Methinks it wot1ld be Vlise, my 
father, for lts to ret11rn, '' said U mlosi, as 
though readir1g Dorrie's O\\'n tho11ghts. '' Per­
chance there arc even stranger creat11re.s in 
this land, and ,,,e should be fools, indeed, 
to be caught unawares. '' 

'.' You're right, U mlosi, '' said Dorrie 
promptly. '' Let's get back.'' 

He fought against his desire to explore 
farther. For once he '\\"as listening to the 
voice of caution. And he remembered, too, 
l1ow necessary it \\'as to adjust · the compass 
and to effect ro11gh repairs to the other in• 
strt1ments. Above all else, it ,vas 11ecessary 
to take the Sky Wanderer to safety. 

Someho,,,. Dorrie felt g]ad after l1c had 
climbed throu.gh the cabin door\\'RY a11~ \\'8S 
once again in that· luxurious enclost1re-out 

of the · glaring st1nshine. Once more he waa 
back in ci,rilisatiori. Umlosi follo\\·ed him in, 
bt1t stood in tl1e doorway, staring reflectively 
out t1pon that limited but remarkable la11d­
scape. 

'' I like it 11ot, N'Kose-and )ret I am urged 
to venture deeply into these unsavoury 
forests,'' r111nbled the big negro. ,. For I be­
lieve tha.t much adventure is to be found 
there.'' 

'' \\1e'll explore later on, Umlosi, never 
fear,'' promised Dorrie. '' But we mustn't 
be foolish. Our first job is to get away 
from this is1a11d, and to 1·eaoh the mainland. 
Later, we ca11 return-an' when we do so, 
""e shall be full:y· prepared.'' 

And then and there Lord Dorrimore gave 
his full attention to the intricat,e mechanism 
of the wonderft1l compass. He ,vas more of 
a mechanic than he would admit-and he 
tl1oroughly understood the workings of the 
compass.- Very soon he had located the 
trot1ble, a11d he ,vas pleased to know that 
he had effected a good ·repair. · 

The other instruments did not matter so 
much; but Dorrie _gave them his attention 
next. Meanl\"hile, Umlosi •had thottghtfully 
}Jrepared a ro11gh meal. Food supplies ,vere 
running short--for, actttally, the time limit 
of the flight had 11earll· expired. There had 
beer1 110 r1ecd· to carry a gr~ater q11antity of 
foods tt1ff. 

'' '\V·ha t do I smell ? '' asked Dorrie sud­
denly. ''Coffee, by gad! I can do "Y."ith a 
Cttp~-'' 

'' N'Kosc-N'Kose ! " came a Sltdden ir1ter­
rt1ption from Umlosi. "Behold, the very 
trees themscl,·es grip ot1r ship ,,,hioh flies!'' 

Umlosi had ji1st noticed it-for until nol\' he 
had been preoccupied ,-. .. ith his work. Dorrie, 
too, had not even troubled to glance out­
side. 
· No\\r he ran to the door and staroo at the 
great spreading wings of the Sky Wanderer. 
And, sure enol1gh, the Jong, greenish tendrils 
of tl1e ft1ngoid growths were reaching down, 
and they ,,,.ere attaching themselves to the 
'plane, and big suckers l\"ere clinging with a 
grim, deadly tenacity. 

CHAPTER 10. 

A World of Wonder I 

L ORD DORRIMORE ran forward and 
seized one of the green tendrils. But 
although he pulled at it with all his 
strength, l1e could not drag it free. 

The to11gh cable Qltivcred under his tot1oh~ 
and seen1ed to 1·csist, ~ though it possessed 
animal life. 

''Gad!'' ejaculated Dorrie, startled. 
U mlosi ,vas by his side IlOl\r. Togetl1er 

they stared ltp into the de11se masses of the 
neig.hbot1ring ''tree.'' They were not qui ta 
st1re v,hether the creeper growth ,,,a.s part of 
the fungt1s, or ,vhether it ,vas a parasite 
creeper. 
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Other tendrils~ with big suckers, were Lcapi11g i11to the machine, Dorri~ switcl1cd 
5}0,v ly a11d i11eiduous]y reaching down, seeJ;- 01• tl1e c11gi11es, a11d they started up with a 
in·g to obt.ai11 -a· grip 011· the aeroplane. And purri11g roar. And Dorrie was re1ievcd whc11 
Lord Dorrimore noticed· t11e great thick the Sky Wanderer taxied smoothly across the 
•• leaves '' of the tree. They were covered n1oss-like "grass " and got clear of · tl1e 
with glist.ci1i11g spot.6 of g1t1tinous moisture. strange tendrils. . These latter growths 
A11 er1o_rn1ot1s flJr, pinkis11 in colour, settled released their grip reluctantly, son1c of thc111 
011 011e of the leaves as Dorrie watched; and stretching out like elastic 1111til in tl1e e11d 
i1istantly its legs became c11ta11gled. It they were con1peJled to relinqt1ish their grip. 
struggled for some n10111e11ts, then \\·ilted, Tl1e great machi11e now stood out in the open, 
shrivelled, a1id died. a11d Lord Dor_rimore seized t.he opportunity to 

•• Ye gods a11d little fishes!'' exclaimed taxi the 'pla11e rou11d, so that she was ready 
Do·rrie. '' The i11fen1al tree has not only to take off-,vith the whole length of tl1e 
killed the fly-but is eating it!" shallow valley in fro11t of her. · 

••watt! 'Tis not possible. N'Kose,'' ob- "It had to he done, anyhow, Uml06i,'' said 
jected Umlosi. · his lordship, as he s,vitched off agai11. '' We're 

•• Of course it's possible we've seen it with ready to start now at a sccond's 11oticc--i11 
our ow11 eyeA, haven't ""'e? ,, said Doi·rie. caso there's any emerfency. And, 1'111 tellin' 
•• And the fool tree believes that it can eat you, there's somethii1 so rummy about tl1is 
our 'plane ! Tl1is growth reminds me of the place that I'm not feeling altogether safe. 
Porlugt1ese <lrosophyllum-a11d, by Jove, I Anything might happc11. '' . 
really belieYe tl1at it is a branch of the same "Would it not he an act of wisdom, my 
family.'' n1aster, to fly into the skies even 110w ?'''· 

'' Thou art using straiige words, my father.,, asked Umlosi. " 'Tis well to remen1ber that 
we are not prepared.'' 

'' I'n1 11ot tryin' f.o kid you, Um]osi, '' said '' I've got to fix these other ir1struments 
Dorrie kee,ily • •• There is really a plant in yet,'' replied Dorrie. '' And what about tl1at 
Portt1gal-it grows all over the place which grub you have prepared? We'd better eat.,~ 
iii k11own as th-o drosophyllu1n. You'll find 
.ite leave8 thickly covered witih beads of And soon they were sittii1g down to a " .. el-. 
moisture, ]ikc cleV\--rdrops. J11sects think these coiiic meal. After ,vliat had happened, how­
dewdrops are hmley, and they alight on the ever, both Dorrie and Umlosi kept a co11sta.r1t 
leaf, and in the same second they are en- look-out. 'l'hey took tttrns to go to the operi 
ta11gled i11 the sticky mess. Then the plant door aiid view the restricted landscape. 
actually ca~ the i11sect. Flies are captu1"ed But there was now nothing sinister in the 
in e1101"mous nun1bers like tl1at, an' the aspect of the place. 
d1110sophy)ltlrn li,res and thrives on this i11sect The Surisliine was mellow; the blue sky 
susteHa11ce. People i11 Portugal ha11g these over bead was good to see. The heavy air ,vas, 
leaves outside tJieir doors. I've seen them full of the qti~t, lazy drone of insects, and· 
ma11y a ti1110 j11 Oporto-otitside butcher's when the adventurers looked closely they saw· 
shops, for iristance. ,, a11y amount of strange flies hovering a11d buzz-

i11g in the upper air. 
This was pcdectly true. Lord DorrimOre "We've ollly seen this one little valley, 

had many times ,voiicJercd at the marvels Umlt>si," said his lordship. '' T.he rest of the 
of the drosophyllum IJ1ant. And it really did island is a closed book to us-there are miles. 
seem that the giant gro\\·th on this strange an' 1niles of it i11 a.II directions. WcJI, we'd 
i!rsland was of a simi]ar tiature. better bee gettin' on with the work, I 

He took ··ot1t a heavy pocket-kriife, and he suppose.'' 
qt1ickly· slashed through the to11gl1 tentacles. He ,vas determined to have the instrt1ments 
They writhed as if in· agony, ·and sticky 'drops right, for it ·was ·essential that he sho11Jd work· 
of moist.ttre oozed from ·the ct1t ends. The out the exact :position of this Sargasso isla11d. 
next mome11t other te11drils slithered dow11 He meant to return to it. 
from the de11.so ''branches,'' and several of So ho ,vent at his task diligently, patiently,. 
them attacJ1ed themselves to Lord Dorrimore's and all those instruments w.hich had bce11 
perso11. thro1h·n out of adjtlstme11t during the violent 

'' Good glo1·y !'' he gasped, his face distorted- cyclone were repaired. Dorrie could not bo 
with agony. absoft1tely certain that they were now scien· 

J-I·e fought r11adly, slashing \\yith the knife. tifically accurate,· but_ they were at least near 
]for as tl1c s11ckers attached t.hemselves to the mark. And, having do11e that part of ~he 
hi111 tho pain was i11tense. This hideous work, he now procce?cd to take obsei:vat1on 
~~owth ttf}peared to · possess a brain-an e,ri] fro111 the sun? a11d, being an e~pert. nav1~a~or, 
,1,1telli.ge11cc. he was able to rot1ghly dcterm111e h1s pos1t1on. 

With a great sliout l.Jmlosi ht1rled himself Having completed this job, Dorrie inspected 
for,Yard, ar1rl with-.. his hare. hands he toi■e the pctral a11d oil supplies, and he was· 
at the te11drils a11rl dra,trg~d them away. gratified. . 
:i'hey writhed ,vi1dly, anc1 the t'"'·o me11, back• '' Enough juice to take us a.Jn1ost a couple· 
ing away, got beyo11d t.heir 1·each. of thousand n1iles. if necessary,'' he said~'.. 

,. Thank<-i .. oJcl friPnd !'' pa11ted Do1·ri(\. •• By '' We're all serene, Umlosi. We ought to get 
}i~ave11 ! What. a vile plant, or f1111gus, or to Ja.maica quite easily. An' once we're clear 
whatever it is! We'd better shift the 'plane of this mist zone, - I do11't tl1ink we sha.J). have. 
·.way.'' any diffic11lties. '' : -, 
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'' 'i'hou art in command, N'Kose," said 
Urnlost. '' I am but useless };laggage. Yet I 
,,·ould remind yot1 that night drav;s near. 
rl'he SllD grow'S low in the sky---" 

" And ,,.,.e had better be n1akin' a n1ove, 
eh?'' said Dorrie. " You're right, 0 Chief ! 
I'll stifle all my natural eagerness to do some 
more explori11', and we'll take off. Somehow 
I shan't !eel comfortable on this adventure 
until our mutual pa.I Umtagati is witt1 us.'' 

'' Tl1ou spcakest wise words, my father,'' 
said Umlos1, nodding. '' ~.,or is 11ot Umtagati 
a ,vizard of v,.,izards ?11 

"Umtagati i~ a great detective a won­
drous tracker of men,'' said Dorrie. '' Yet at 
heart he is a born advent11rer-e,·en as you 
an' I, Urnlosi. He will revel in this--'' 

He broke off abruptly, for a sound had 
con1e from far down the ,·alley-a .long-drawn-­
out, wa.iling animal cry. It rose throbbingl_y 
or, the air, ris111g to a high-pitc}1ed shriek. 
Tlien it trailed a\\?ay, throbbing as before. 

'' Did you hear that?" n1t1ttcred Lord 
Dorrin1ore. 

'' .. A.y, N' Kosa," said U mlosi, · going to the 
· open door. .-, 'T\va.s a sound of death itself.'' 

ka11gnroos, using their gigantie: hind Jegs with 
amazing agility. 

They were pale green in colour-a sickly, 
u11pleasant colour and each possessed an in• 
credibly 1011g tail. One of them l1alted, rose 
on its 11ind f cet, and reached up,vards, as 
though clutching at some passing insect. And 
it seemed to Dorrie that the tl1ing measured 
httndreds of feet. 111 the san1e second he was_ 
able to "place ,, it. 

"Ye gods !'' he ejaculated. '' Am I 
dreami11', or am I goir1• n1ad? Those br11tes 
are Igtta11odon ! '' 

'' 'Tis a \\rondrous 11ame," commented 
Umlosi. 

• ~ 1., hey' re .. cli11osaurs,'' \\'cnt on DoITie in-
credulot1sly. "Reptiles which have been 
extinct i11 the \l\'Orld we know for countless 
ages I" 

J)orrie ,vas breathless with excitement. He 
!,ad 11ot the slightest doubt t}1at these reptil~s 
belonged to the order of lguanodon Bernis• 
sartcnsis. In a word, they were carnivorous 
reptiles-flesh-eating monsters t 

'' If only I had an elephant gun!'' muttered 
Dorrie. '' Better still, a small ~annon ! '' 

'' Thou art rash as ever, N,Kose ! '' said 
Umlosi severely~ '' Wouldst no,v give battle 
to these great creatures here . when our ship 
whic!1 ri5e rearl,? t.o take to the air? Wau l 
If iJl befalls 011r~ ship we are lost to the world 
for ever-as t.l1ou shouldst k11o~v. '' 

Lord Dorrimore joi11ed him. For a second 
he caught sight of a black, shadowy object 
which rose·· a hove the li11e of hills i11 the 
distance. Dorrie blinked. That thing looked 
to him like a small aeroplane, bt1t it fluttered 
out of 8ight before he could determine its 
truo nat11re. 

'' If that thing was a bird-Y;-ell, it ,vas tl1e '' Grea.t Scott! 
biggest l1ird 011 earth!" he said i1npres$ively, 10rd3hip. 

Look there l'' ~houted h~ 

"\\'e'd certainly better be o11 our way~ 'l'here ,va.s a riote of alarm in his voice. 
Urnlosi. For, with the coniin' of dtlsk, Dramatically, unexpectedly, tl1c t,,·o enornft,us 
variou5 animal creatures are &wake11in' to life. reptiles had pattsed. They \\'ere sniffing the 
Somehow I dor1't relish stayin' here in L~e air-as thotigh thCj' had j11st caught the 
dark11css. I have a.n idea that it \ivould not scent of the intruders. And no,v, ,.._,,ith great 
be riPa.lthy. ,, \eaping hops, tl1cy came thundering down the 

He ",pas about to tttrn back i11to the valley-straight to,vards theh Sky Wanderer. 
1nac!1ine ,vhen his attention was again Dorrie and Umlosi cotild ear the sini~ter 
attracted. At the same second Un1losi thrust '' thud-thud-thud " as tlie creatures .ndvaticed. 
out a great arnl and point~d. It seemed, indeed, that they shook the ground 

itself, and as .they came nearer, their true size 
''See, my father!'' he ,vhispcred. ''\Vau! h A l ,,,.as more t .an ever apparent. t c ose 

1,here are beasts as big as motlntai 11s !'' quarters tl1ey \\iould tower right above the 
Lord Dorrimore felt like pi11chi11g himself. a.eroplane, large as she was. They l1ad but 

It seen1e<l to hin1 that a part of the hills •n to cl1arge at the machine, and she would be 
the distance beyond moved. Umlosi' s com- redt1ced to ,vreckage. 
pari.qo11 was 11ot so wild aft.er all. For Dorrie '' Inside-quick ! " gasped Dorrie. '' They're 
abrt1ptly realised that the niovement Jie saw cotnin' at tls-and that means destructio11. 
,,,.as ca11sed bjr some living creature. We've only one chance. JJ 

'l1he greenish hills wei"e dim, for the sun Dorrie realised his folly. Alread_y he hnd 
was low, and its effect \vas dazzling. Whe11 stayed too long. For, with the con1ing of 
Dorrie looked again he sa\v another move- dusk, the 11octurnal creatures of this ,vonder 
ment. Son1ething greenish-tY."O objects., 111 island ,vere emerging from tl1eir lairs. 
fact-moved sotne n1iJes away. They were 
right down the ,?alley. It was impos3ible to get into the air ir1 tin1e 
_ ,, No, 110 t It must be sotne trick of the to avoid a11 (\ncounter with the lguanodon-

Jight, ,, muttered his lordsliip, fro'V't'ning. if, indeed, those c11orn1ous reptiles ""ere realiy 
But a minute later all doubtiS .\\"ere set at charging. It was touch and go. As Dorrie 

rest. 1..,he grce11ish objects, mo11r1tains in size. had said, there -,vas only one chance. 
,,~ere comi11g do,-.·n the valley. They separated Zurrrrrrrh t 
t}1c1nsclv~s from the hackgrot1nd of hills; they With a roar the cngi11es leapt into life:' and 
rev ea lad themselves as gigantic b(\asts. Or Dorrie deliberately . flung the throttle wide 
\Yere they reptiles? open, so that the n1otors bellowed. Instnntly 

'11here were two of them. They came loping the Sky Wanderer n1oved forward, advanci11g 
~long, hopping something after the fashion. of _ straight to,vards the char~ing lguanodon. 



THE NELSON LEE LJBR .• 4RY 31 

It \\'as 11cck or. 11othi11g. Like a Hash, 
Dt)r1·io }1,id see11 that this \Vas IlO time for 
hesitation. Destructio11 ,,,as ccrtai11 unless he 
t.ook act.io11. A11d the actio11 he did tal{e was 
cff ective. 

Fer tl1c t!rcad creatures, hcari11g tl1at roar­
i1lg sou11ci-a sotuld so u11fa1niliar to tliem­
,.J,Pcl{c,--1 i11 their c!1arge, a11<l 110,v they leapt 
111adly i 111 :J the f t1r1goid gro\\·ths at the edge 
of tl1e v,1lleJ'• fcnr J1avi11g g1·ippcd them. 

A11d the Sky \Var1derer, gntheri11g spee,J, 
n1oved over the soit, spongy moss. Do1·rie 
let he1· go nll 011t for al111ost the er1tire le,1gtl1 
c,f tl1e ,·alley, the11 he lifted J1er 11ose. Faith­
f u1ly, ~lH~ soared t1p\vards, zoomir1g "'Tith all 
that tr·e111e11dous J)O\Ver for ,vhicl1 she ,vas 
ceicl1ratcd. 

V\,-rith lUleanny skill, Dorrio got the great 
111achi11e over the neighbot1ri11g hills, and, 
rrlaki11g a }1alf-t11r11, ba11ki11g steeply, he 
bro11gl1t lier 1·ot111<.I. She \Vas in tl1e air 
agai11, trit1111phar1t, with Dor1·ie in absolttte 
con1mar1<l. 

'' l'he\V ! That ~~as a l1ot n1i1111tc, Umlosi ! '' 
said his lords}1ip, gri11ning. '' Seems to me 
Wf) 011ly j11st got off i11 ti111e, ~11 ?'' 

'' 'Tjs a strl1t1g·e la11d, N'Kosc-i11habitcd 
by strange creat11res. '' 

'' Prehistoric n1011sters, '' . 11ou(ied Do1·rie. 
"\Vhat a tlisco,·cry ! Tl1i11k of the a1nazi11' 
adve11tt1res to be had ! ,vhy, there's 110 otl1er 
place i11 the ,vho]e ,,·or)d like it. It's 
diff ere11t--it's a relic of the lo11g-forgotte11 

past. A11' here it star1ds, to,vcri11' above the 
eternal mist, lost i11 the i1npc11etral1lc tangle 
of the Sargasso!'' 

He took the macl1ino low now-sJ<immi11g 
trit1111pl1a11tly o"-er t.l1e tops of the fungoid 
forests.. At this lo,v altitttde, the island 
seerned 1·er11arl1ably exte11sive. It stretched 
a\vgy ir1 t111dt1lating hills and valleys, on all 
sides. 

~~Look, n1y father!'' said Un1losi, pointin6 . 
I.111111ediately ahead, and below, ya ,v11ed a 

vast l1ole in the groti11d-a black cavity, ,,·ith 
rocJiy cdge8, and set arnidst sun-scorched 
c1·ags, meast1ring al111ost a full n1ile across. 
It ,vas not 11nlike the crater of an cxti11ct 
volcano-arid tl1e bottom of the crater had 
collapsed. 

.. ~ the great aeropla11e fle,v over, Dorrie 
and Umlosi stared dow11. But they cot1ld see 
11othi11g but i11te11se blackness in the depths. 
The1·e seemed to be no floor to that grim 
gap. But as tl1ey pa.ssed over, a n11mber of 
e11or111ous flyi11g creatt1tes can1e soaring out­
wards and ltp,vards from the stygia11 darl{• 
11ess. E,Tide11tly they had been startled by 
the 11oise of the 'plane. 

''Bats!'' ejac11latcd Dorrie. '' Bats as big 
as eagles!- E,lclJ7 thin' sec1ns to grow ot1tsize 
here.'' 

The twiligl1t was brief. The sur1 had 
di1Jped do,v11 beyo11d the western edge of 
tl1e amazing plateat1, and the s11rface of the 
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island, in consequence, "•a3 nov.· emh.~uded He saw them against the fading light in 
in a deep, rapidly increasing gl~om. · · the sky ; the1 were nearly as big as ligl1t 
. Lord Dorrimore ,vas taking the Sky' Wan- aeroplanes-g1gantio creatures with wi~gs. of 

derer round in a wide, sv.·eeping circle-for greenish, leather-like membrane. Their un• 
he \\"as a11xious to see as much of this jst·and· co11tl1 heads seemed too big for their bodies; 
as possible before the complete darkness shut a11d Dorrie was certain that he sa,v the 
down. He uttered a sudden ejac11lation, and bale! ul, wicked eyes of one of the reptiles. 
110\'\· he caused the machine to dip down, ,, N'Kose, t.hey fly straight at us!,, shouted 
bankir1g steep},~ to the left, at the same time. Umlosi, in alarm. 

'' Look, U1nlosi-am I seein' things,· or- are The Sky Wanderer had come round by now, 
tl1ey httts ?'' asked his lordship, staring. an<l to Lord Dorri1nore's conster11ation, he 
''Iluts, by all that's wo11derfu! ! Animals saw that the flying reptiles were intent upon 
don't bt1ild huts, do they?'' a savage, death-defying attack. 

UmJosi was stari11g with ur1\\'onted excite- Crash-crash 1 • 
ment. Dimly visible i11 the gloom, in a great 'l'Y.yo of them struck against the starboard 
oleari11g, half a mile to starboard, a 11umber ,ving tip, and, instantly the entire equilibrium 
of crufiel;r constr11cted dwellings· could · be oi the Sky Wanderer was upset. She shud­
see11. Dorrie had an idea that they were . dered throughout her entire length, and her 
entirel;· encircled by a massi,Te wall or fence. nose went. do,vn, and Dorrie vainly tried to 
But in the semi-dark11ess it was impossible keep control. 
to be certain. He believed that the \\'all was llt1t the sturdy machine was already in a 
many )~ards thick, a11d strengthened by great Bpin, a11d do,vn she went, s~ooping crazily: 
buttresses. l•,aintly to the ears of Dorrie and Umlosi 

Dorrie hacl 110 eyes for this ,vali-for he came a chort1s of screaming, wailing -cries. 
had seen _something else. . Providence took a hand in the game, for 

Aia11r J-~g1:1re.s had cotne running OU~ of the this collision . with the Pterodactyls had 
crude ut11ld~11gs, . and they ~tood stnr1ng ~p- occttrred over the edge of one of the great, 
wards, _gest1culat1n~, mot1th1ng, and showing sheer cliffs. But for this lucky chance, Dorrie 
ever.}' s1gr1 of surprise and even terror. and Uinlosi ,vould have crashed to certain 

But i11 that glimpse, as the great machine death. 
soared overheard, Dorrie ~aw, at least, that As it was, the Sky Wanderer missed the 
these creatures were human. They were of cliff edge by a sl1eer fraction., and the next 
increclihle- size-veritable giants-a11d they moment the machine ,vas diving headlong 
,vere savage in aspect, hairy, uncouth. do,,'n into the mysterious depths. 

'' I just hate to scare J'OU, my friends-but Dorrie cau gl1t a ·glimpse of the cliff face as 
I've got to have another look at you!'' said they S\\'ept do,,·n~ards with ever-increasing 
Dorrie grimly. '' Umlosi, did you spot 'e1n? speed. rrhe11, ]ike a blanket, the mist en• 
Prel1istor1c hi1mar1s ! J t1st like the pictures veloped them. 
yott seu in books!'' 'l,hey l1afi dived a thousand feet down\\1'ards 

'' A warrior tribe, methinks, N'Kose !'' said , through the clear air; they were no,v plung-
Umlosi, l1is eyes glittering. ''Wau I They ing i11to the murky fog which everlastingly 
al'e men, indeed!'' en3}1rol1cled the base of the pinnacle. 

Dorrie brought the Sky Wanderer round, And Do1·rie knew that death ,vas near-
i11 order to fly once more over that ''village.,_ l.1nless he could pull the great machine ottt 
And as he did so, he realised that there were of this deadly nose-dive. 
probably many other such communities on Down she ,vent-down-down-her engines 
this island. He regretted now that he had still roaring, the air rushing and shrieking 
not taken to the nir earlier, in ft1ll da)1 light. past the cabin windo\\'S. It was a blur, a 

A strange darkening of the air j nst ahead plu11ge int-0 impenetrable mystery. 
attracted his attention. He looked forward And there \\"as always the dangers of 
keenly-and tl1en gulped. For there were a collidir1g with the cliff face; for Dorrie knew 
nt1mber of great creatures fil1 ing in dan- that tl1e machine was still perilouslf near to 
gerous proximity to the machine monstrous the pinnacle. The fear came to him that the 
things "~I1ich flt1ttered and S\\'erved and dived. wing tip was irretrievably damaged and that it 

'' Oh, my ·goodness!'' yelled Dorrie. was no longer possible to regain control. But 
He \\Frenched at the cor1trols, and the great even as these thoughts flooded i11to his 1nind 

monoplane thrust her nose sl~ywards and he felt a change. The whole thing had hap• 
barel).. escaped plunging headlong into the pened ,vi thin the space of seconds; and now 
midst of that flock of flJ1 ing creatures. She l1e knew that the controls were ans\\·ering. 
came round, a11d Dorrie sa,v the things. Tl1e great machine came 011t of the spin; 

''Ornithosattria I'' he roared exultantly. she assumed an even keel, and flew steadilJ". 
'' i\11imals that fly!'' ejact1lated Umlosi, in And 110,v there ,vas a nc\v and terrible peril. 

,vonder. Dorrie had completely lost his bearings in 
'' I believe they belong t.o the order Rham· this n1ist, and, ·for all he kne,v, he ,vas 110,v 

• phorhynchus," v.-ent on Dorrie, his voice flying headlong into the cliff itself! Ile 
throbbing. ''Gad! You didn't know I oould realised that he would have to trust to blind 
pr~nou_nce all those long ,,·ords, did you, luck--
U mlos1? I'm not so ignorant as I look! No. Not to luck I lt.,or just then, in• 
These infer11al things are flyin' reptiles- credible and impossible as it seemed, lurid, 
Pterodactyls." yellowish, Bickering lights showed. Dorrie 
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•aw tben1 with an1azcme11t-and then he was 
;1po11 them. He c!'t1ght a brief g!impse of 
great flares-of a kind of crude landing-stage, 
v;it.h clear ~Tater at tl1e cliff base. I-le ~aw a 
cavern e11trance-and on the rocky ledges, 
men ! Ordinary men, dressed i11 ordinary 
clothing! 

'fr11e, they ,verc rough-Jookir1g specimens, 
bearded and savage. llt1t they ,vere 11ot 
Jll'in1itives, like those 011 the j.lateau above. 
T}1c11, with a s,voop, the Sky Wa11derer 
veered. aYlay from the cliff, and went plt111g­
ing outwarcls t.hrough. the clingi•1g n1ist. 

CHAPTER 11. 

The Promise of Adventure! 
" 

'' LIS1.,EN !" said Nipper, i11 a stra11g~, 
- st rai11cd voice. 

It was da ,v11, a11d the 'l,ora11ia wa.s 
p1oughi11g steadiJy on }1er way to­

ward6 Jan1aicn. 'l,hc night had bce11 clear and 
fi11e, a11d 110w that a, new day ha<l come the 
sky \\-·as innoce11t of a.11y cloud; 'The day 
pro111ised to be b!ist.eringl)1 hot. 

'l,ho ad,?c11t.ure of tl1e ." pirate cruiser '' 110,v 
scc111ed far dfsta11t. In fact, Nipper, a ,,·ake11-
ing fro1n sleep at tl1is carlJ' l1our, aJ1nest 
belicvecl tl1at }1e l1ad been drea111i11g. It 
seen1ed so uhreoJ. Her~, i11 t.11 is luxtiriot1s 
cabi11, cvcrJ·tl1i11g ,vas 110, 11or111a). 

'' Liste11 !'' 1·epeatcd ~ipper. 
Handforth \\'as sleepi11g \\'itJ1 , hi111-a11d 

Handforth, st1-ddc11ly sitti11g 11p, bec.ar110 aware 
of the ttrltlStlally 11rge11t .11oto ir1 Njpper's . ... , voice. ~-· 

.. Hallo! What's wro11g- ?1' asked tl10 bttrly 
St. !?rank's ju11ior, bli11ki11g. •· J'yo bccr1 
drcan1iJ1g about those giddy pirates.--" 

'' So Jia,"c I-but never n1ind thc1n !'' i11tcr-
ruptcd Nipl)er. '' Can-ca11 ~:ott hear some-
thi11g rummy ?t' 

'' I dreamed that I w~s 011 a galleo11, and 
tili.a.t hulki11g bligl1ter the Black Ha,Yk \\·as 
111aki11g n1c walk t.he plank,'' said Ha11dfortl1. 
"l can tell you I was pretty sca·rcd-- By 
George! What's tl1at noise? It's 11ot tl1c 
engines! It sot111ds like a11 aeroplane!" 

•• '£.l-1at's what I thouglit !'! pa.nted Nipper, 
lcapit1g ou~ of bed. •· :But I thottght that m)'· 
ears \Y\?re deceiving n1e. Handy ! ..t\n a(lrO-· 
plane and we must be hundreds of 1nile~ 
fro1n t.he nearest la11d, and it'~ 011ly iust 
dawn.'' 

Handfo1th started. 
., Btit--6ut )'OU don't n1ea11--" he bega11. 
'' I do11't k11a,v what I n1ean," mt1tt.ered 

NippN, flinging open the door lvhioh Jed ir1to 
Nelson Lee sta.tc-roo1n. '' Guv'nor ! Gltv'11or ! 
IIallo, ·yoG'ro up, tlien I Have :yot1 hear<);--'' 

•• Y cs, and I'm goi11g to see what it 
mea11s l'' cut i11 Nelso11 Cec crisply. 

He was alreacly attired in his drcssi11g-· 
gow11; bt1t i\ ippcr and Handforth .. _die 11ot 
bet.her. They ra11'out jtist as they ,vcrc--in 
t.heir pyjamas. . 

·J'he same th.oi1gl1t ,vas in nil tl1eir 111inu~. 
The Sk_y .War1dercr ! 
Each of then1 fcl~. that _it was. a yain, crazy 

hope. They had long s111cc g1,.,.c11 up l.1ord 

Dorrirnoro a11d U111losi as dead. The great 
Ma11ncrs' 111011opla11c had go11c to destructio11 
ir1 t-hat c~y-cJ011e that samo storn1 which had 
sent tho rrorania so far out of her co'.11rse. 
Nothi11g had been J1eard of the 1nachine sir1co 
t!1at dreadful night. It "~as a)togctl1cr too 
Jllt1cJ1 to expect.--

" Besides,'' burst Ollt Nipper, a5 they ra11 Oil 
deck, ,. it <:a11' t be Dorrie. His petrol supply 
1a1t1st l1a vo ru 1\ out so1nc ti111e )~esterda:y. lie 
co11Icl11't bo fll·ing all this ti111e." 

"(Jf course not,'' agreed Nclso11 Lee., •• I 
realise that.. You boys n1t1st not get a11y 
f tllso l1opcs--'' . 

... T11ere s!1e i~ !" yelled Ha11dforth, poi11ti11g 
up"rartls. 

'fhc su11 was just peepi11g over t.hc cdg,l of 
the sea on the far horizo11, and the golden 
light gleamed 011 the pa.le blue wi11gs tif tl1e 
e11or1nous n1onopla11e ~"·hicl1 ,vas no\\' s~~ri11g 
arid zoo111ing triu111phantly rot1r1d tLc 1,orar1ia 
at a fairly row altitt1de. Several of the sl1ip's 
officers ,vcre stari11g t1p,vards. ..'..\nd quite a 
fe,v pusse11ger-s had come ont, too-attracted 
by tl1e souncl of the purri11g c11gi1>Cs. 

" Upo11 111y sot1l ~,, mtttt(\red K elso11 Lee, 
\-Yith mingled incredulity and thar1kful,1ess. 

For i11 tl1a.t first gln11ce skj7 \vards he l1ad 
k110,v11 tl1c trt1tl1. _'l't1erc ,vas 11ot another 
n1achi11c i11 th& ,,,.orJd- exact.I~, like L€>rd Dorri­
more's Skv Wau'-ier~r. Ther,~ co11Jrl ho no 
1nistaking "'that delicatt.~ blue of hC'r l1ull a11d 
'\'inss; there cott ld b~ 110 111isfaking lier 
graceful li11es. 

'' It's Dorrie!'' ycllcc] ~iPJ>er cxult.a11tly. 
'' Handjt-Hancly ! Look! It is Dorrie! 11l1at's 
his 111achin('~ I' 11 s\\·ear !.'' 

''Hurrah!" sl1outccl Ha11c]forth, leaping tap 
and do\\·11, and '"·a,ring his ar111s i11 wild 
excitemc11t. 

•• WJiat do yot1 make of it, gt1v'11or '!.,., 
asked Nipper, his eyes glo,,·i11g. '' Ho,v can 
it • be possible tJ1at Lord U-or,imoro a11d 
U111losi aro still ali,,e ?'' · 

'' There is 011ly one expJa11atio11-the~7 111t1st 
l1&Vo la1\icd son1e,vhere and Rp~nt n1arly l1ours 
,vith sile11ccd e11gi11es, '' replied Lee~ ,t But 
for tl1at fact., their pet1·ol st1pp1y ,vot1Id f1avc 
bce11 exhaustPcl. '' 

'' But there's no,,,I1ere to la11d !" 
"'\7ot1 see1n to fqrgct, young '11n, tl1at this 

n1achine is a11 a111phibia11, '' replied Lee. '' Pro-­
vidi11g the sea is c.aln1, sbc is quite at 110:11c 
ffo . t' f '' ~Lt I II g O II , ! lC S l l l" a Ct'. 

'' By Jove, J,"C8," saicl ~iIJtJcr. 11odding. •· I 
cxp()Ct they 1)1(.\t ,,·itl1. ~OlllC cln111agc uuri11g 
that storn1, arid Dorrie can1c llo,,·n. 011 the 
\\'ater as soo11 as t.l1c setL had got calr11 enough. 
.1.\.11yhow, we shall soon k110•-v tlic real fncts of 
t-he c.asc. '' 

Tfao SkT \Vanderer \\·as uiaking a final 
circt1it of ·the ,.forania., ban king ro1-111<l steeply. 
Fi!l&llv, she glided . n,,·n)·, uncl 110\v ~he 
clcsccridcd upo11 tl}e s11rfacf; of th~· sea, ttboltt 
half a 1nilo ahead of tl1c liner. She to,1ch".'<l 
tho ,Yater, a11d cloud~ of spra:r shc1t u11 i11 
cascacles. She touched again, there ,,·as n1ore 
spray, .and ail length she . floa tc,l ensi lj1 

•• ..-\ 11y 

ki.Jid of signals ,vcrc quite unncc<'ssar:,'. It 
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w.as obvious that Lord Dorrimore was expect­
ing the Torania to heave-to. 

'' Well, Un1losi, old friend, this is what l 
call a piece of an1azin' luck,'' said his lordsllip, 
as he opened the cabin door and stared across 
the blue water at the· bulk of the liner. '' We 
fly all 11ight, an', lo and behold, the very first 
ship we see in the dawnlight is none other 
than the old 'l.,orania ! '' 

'' Thou speakcst of luck, N'Kose-but 
mcti1i11ks there is more in it than that," said 
Umlosi. "Is it not a fact that thou didst 
seek this great ship ?'' . 

'' Well, I knc,v sl1e ,vas somewhere in these 
-,.vaters-but I expected to find her much 
further north\\"ards,'' explained Dorrie. '' I 
·wasn't ,,.erJt hopefttl of finding her at all. 
An' here s!1c is 1 By glor)' ! Doesn't she look 
good? We're back to realities, Umlosi. That 
queer island, juttir1g far above the Sargasso 
miBt, seems fantastic now.'' 

His e~yes were full of intense eagerness ; 
they were alight with excitement. Yet his 
face was haggard; there were deep shadows 
under his eyes. He had not slept for nights. 
Umlosi, too, was looki11g ,, .. eary and wore. 
But 11either of then1 thot1ght of sleep. T_hey 
were sustai11ed by - the excitement which 
filled the111 both. 

Two boats ,vere putting off from the 
Torania, ,vhich ,vas now gliding near, ~er 
engines still. And · the sound of cheering 
came to tl1c ears of Dorrie and Umlosi ; they 
saw that the deck rails ,vere lined \\·ith 
waving people. 

"We seem to be cattsin' q11ite a di,rersion, '' 
grinned Dorrie. "I expect they had given us 
up as lost-because our '"ircless ,vent west." 

Dorrie and U mlosi were greeted by the 
Torania's second officer; they were taken 
<1.board the boat. The other boat, with 
another officer and some men attached them­
selves to the Sky \Vanderer, and there they 
ren1ained. 

And at last, \\"hen Dorrie and Umlosi came 
ttp the accommodation ladder, fresh cheering 
rdng out. The excitement now was very 
real. Everybody could see that the daring 
Atlantic flyers V{ere unharmed. 

N clson Lee ,,·as the first to greet Dorrie 
at the top of the ladder, and the pair clasped 
hands V\-~armly. 

'' This is "l'onderful, old man," said Lee. 
'' W .e had given you up for lost.'' 

'' Don'·t gi-ve me any credit," said Lord 
Dorrimore. '' That 'plane of mine deserves 
all the praise. She behaved magnificently. 
She came tl1rough that storm without a 
scratch-an' I can_ give you my word that 
it ,vas a storm!'' 

'' Greeti11gs, great Umtagati !'' came a de .. 
lighted and deep-throated shout from Umlosi. 
''Watt! 'Tis good, indeed, to see thy face 
again. Arid thou, too, Nimble One!'' 

'rhere was an orgy of hand-shaking-for 
all sorts of people, in addition to Captain 
Branson, i11sisted 11pon shaking hands with 
Lord Dor1·imore and Umlosi, and oongratu .. 
lating them. 

But at last they mar1aged to get away from 
the crowd,· and they found the~elves in the 
cap~~in's cabin-alone with Captain Branson, 
Nelso11 Lee, Nipper and Handforth. 

'' Phe\v ! I'm glad that's over-although it 
may sound a bit ungracious,'' said his lord­
ship, taking a deep breath. ''Lee, old man, 
I've got somethin' to tell you. Somethin' 
you'll r1ever believe. But first of all, I want 
to ask lTou a question.'' 

''Go ahead,'' smi1ed Nelson Lee. 
'' Can you finish tip that infernal murder 

case of yours quickly Y'' asked Dorrie eagerly. 
'' Better still, can you send a wire to Jamaica 
an' back out of the case altogether?'' 

'' You don't mean that, Dor1tie,'' said Lee, 
giving his lordship a steady look. '' You 
know perfectly well that it is not my way to 
back out--'' 

'' All right-all right!'' growled Dorrie. ••1 
suppose I didn't 1nean it, really.'' 

''In any· case, it does not matter,'' con­
tinued Lee. '' For there is no. case for me 
to in, .. estigate. '' 

And he briefly explained the situation. 
'' But this is marvellous!'' shouted Dorrie 

ext1ltantly. '' Then yot1 needn't go to 
Kingston at all? You'd rather not go to 
Kingston?'' 

'' ~Iy chief desire is to get straight back 
home!'' 

''Rats!'' said Dorrie. ''Your chief desire 
will be to come l\"ith me-aboard the Sky 
Wandefer. Lee, old horse, there's an ad­
ve11turc, a,, .. aitin' tts-the adventure of our 
li,res !'' 

''If ~'OU expect me to undertake any crazy, 
foolhardy long distance flight,--'' 

''Easy-easy!'' broke in Dorrie. '' Let me 
finish. · " 7hat Ylould you say to me if I 
told ,you that I had discovered an llnknown -., 

island three or four thouS<~nd feet above 
sea le,rel, in the very heart of the Sargasso ? '' 

'' I shot1ld tell you that you \\'ere either 
dreaming, or ottt of ~"Ollr mind." 

'' \\
1hat VlOttld you s~if that rocky pi11naclo 

turned out to be part of the lost continent 
of Atlantis?'' 

'' ~'.I;· dear Dorrie, why tell me these fairy 
tales?" aslted Nelson Lee indulgently. ''You 
kno,v aa ,vell as I do that the Sargasso Sea 
is a mere tar1gled mass of weed--'' 

He suddenly broke off, and a new light 
came into his eyes. An eager light-a light 
of incredulity. And he stared at Lord Dor­
rimore , .. ery hard. 

'' Perhaps I ,vas too ha.sty!'' he went on, 
wit.h almost a sharp note in his voice. '' Tell 
me n1ore of this, Dorrie.'' 

'' That's better,'' said his lordship, grin-­
ning. '' That's a lot better. Yes, I'll tell 
:rot1 more-I'll tell you so much that your 
hair \\till -~tand on end!'' 

This prophecy "'as not fulfilled. Nelson 
Lee's hair remai11ed on it.s best behaviour: 
but the great detective certainly looked 
startled as Dorrie told of the strange Mist 
Zone, and the encounter with that rock 

• • prec1p1ce. 
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' ' Bt1t-bt1t tl1is is· incredible!'' bttrst out of tl1e· isla11d proper are real p1·i111iti,~cs,'' suid 
(~apt.ai11 l3ra11so11, l1is face flt1shcd. •• Yot1 Leo l~ec11ly. '' 1,hose othcrs-r1.1led by tl1e 
clon't lt110,v ,vl1c.tt l,,l[)fle11c(l 011 tl1is sJ1ip, do Black Ha\vk-arc tl1e dcce11<le11ts of sailors 
you, I-'ord Dorri1l1ore? l\Ir. Leo ,va8 sayi11g arid ,st1cl1 people ,vl10s0 sl1ips have beeo1110 
to me, 0111'y 3tester<lc1y, tl1at he l1acl a tl1cory er1t.rappcd i11 tho Sargasso ,vced. That's tl1e 
in con11ectior1 with tl1e Sargasso. lie believes Jong and the short of it.'' -
that there is a colc)11y of lleoplc living tl1crc- '' l\fan alive! Think of t.hc adventures \\'e 
Q. str~1r1gt•, t111cot1tl1 people.'' cn11 l1tive !'' g.~id J.AJrd J)orrin1orc. '' \Vc'll 

Lor,I Dorri1nore jttt11pcrl. rett1rr1 t.o tl1is lslii11d Above tl1e Clot1ds ! 
'' Great gacl ! Ho,v coltld )~Ott k110,v that?'' (;on1e ,\·itl1 1110 no,v, T-'ec. There's 110 cal'tl1ly 

he asked, i11 a111aze1ne11t,. '· lla11g it, Lee, reaso11 ,vl1y JYOll sl1ot1ld rc1nai11 aboarJ tJ1e 
there's a li1t1it, l'"OU kno,v ! You're not goin' r1,ora11ia. 011 )rour o,v11 ad1nu;sio11, tl1at 
t.o tell me that---'' 11111rdet· case of J'Ot1rs l1as fall(\Jl to the grou11d. 

•• Do11.'t get excited,'' i11terruptccl N cl son \" ot1 ca11 clo "·itl1 a l10Jiday.,, 
Lee. '' I had a ,,.ery good reaso11 for form- ' 4 

... t\.11cl J'Otl ca11 {lo ,vith a 1011g sleep!'' said 
j11g that tl1eory. Before )'Oll g<> 011 \Vith yot1r I~ec grtdti_y. •·'1·t1cre's 110 htlrry, Dorrie." 
8tory, perhaps }'Ou'd better hear the extra• '' No l1urry· ?'' sl1ot1tcd Dorrie. ''\\7hat 
ordi11ary ad·ve11ture ,,,hich· befell this liner." i\botit tliat crl1iser? You're a detective, 

It ,vas Captain Branson ,vho told tho story. arcr1't )-Ott J Tl1c Black l-Ia,vk, or wl1ate,·cl· 
llu did so gl'a}Jhically, ,lnd ,vith i11te11se he cui!s l1i111sclf, l1as go11c off witli· thot,sa1ids 
feciir,g. of IJou11cl8 of protlerty belo11gi1l' t() this stct1n1-

,, And those 1'tlfliat1ly pirates looted tis ship co111pa11y. ...~11' it's a11y odds tl1at tl10s0 
aboltt as thoro11ghly as they possibly could,'' J)irates ,vill corne 011t agai11-n11' 111c11acc <Jtl1er 
l1c cor1clt1llcd. '' The clining saloon n11d tl1e sl1iµ1Ji11'. There's J"0t1r case! \Ve caJ.1 co1n­
lot111gcs are virtual){ stripped. Nc,·cr know11 l)i11c tx1>loratio11 ,\·ith a real detccti ve ad­
httch a tl1i11g i11 all 111y career at sea! \Ve're vc11tt1t·e. '' 
l1aving to serve rnea]s to tl1e t)as8engers i11 '' I 11111st sa)", Dorrie, that yo11 pt1t it 1nost 
t,}1eir cabi11s. '' te11111ti11gJ)~, '' re111arked Nc!s011 Lee. " Yes, 

'
1 

"\: .... es, yes, of course,'' ~aid Dol'rie l1t1r- l)y Jove, 1·011're right! Son1ctl1ing 111n~t be 
1·iedly. '' I ca11 1111dersta11d y·out· poi11t of do11e abottt these pirates; '"·o ca1111ot let them 
view, captai11. Btlt, by glor:y, ,vl1at a11 ad- roa111 the 6cas, 111c11aci11g i1111oce11t sl1ippi11g. 
ve11tu1·e ! 1'111 beginni11' to piece tl1i11gs to• It'~ it real n1a11's job.'' 
gether. 'l"'hosc fla1·es, Un1losi!'' 110 added, ''Gt1\·'11or!'' pa11ted Ni1)per. ''Do--,fo lro11 
tur11i11g to the gia11t . Kutana. '' Reme111ber r.-.uily n1ea11 tl1a.t \vc'rc goi11g on tJ1is au,~en­
the1n? \\~e sa.\v a glimJJse of a lot of rottgl1 t tire 1,, 
111c11, did11"t \Jti"C-·a11d a 5ort of la11<li11' stage! ·• Ilerl\'s n1JT l1and 011 it, Don·ic !'' said 
Those fellows \verc a,,yait.i11' the retttrn of the Nelso11 l.iee, co111i11g to a st1clden decision. 
cruiser-,vit-11 the loot! 'flint's \vl1at tl1c '' \\~c'll do it!'' 
flares v;e1·e for." ''Gcx><l 111a11!'' chortled Dol'ric. ••,vc'll get 

., \\.}1at flares?'' asked Ha11dforth breath- strc1ight aboard the Sky " 7a11dercr-\\~e'll fly 
1css1y. io tho 11earest big port., arid there we'll eqttitl 

A11cJ Dorrie ,ve11t i11to details. To a dttinb- ot1rsel,·es ,vitl1 food sttf)plics, 111acl1i11e-guns, 
f ot1r1ded at1dience he told of tl1e island of arid e,·erytl1i11' else 11ecessary fot· the exfledi­
wondel's-he told of tho qttcer f11ngoid •tion \\·e're co11te1nplati11'. Jt.st the foltr of 
grO\\"t}1, of t,hc rno11strous reptiles, ancl tho tts, el1? Yo1t a11d Ni111)cr a11d Umlosi an' 
shaggy llllillan beings, \\rho livetl i11 ,,·alled 111yself ?'' 
c11clost1rcs; he told of those great flying "116,re, cheese it, Dorrie!'' cxclai111ed I-Ia11d .. 
creat.t1res, and kc ~·e11t i11t-0 all the other forth, i11 alar111. '' What abot1t r11e? Yott 
dct-ails of t.}1e astott11<ling adve11tt1re. ca11't leave me <Jt1t of it!'' 

'' An' tl1at's all 88 true as gospel!'' he con• '' Y 011, too, :yot111g 't111 ! '' said Lord Dorri-
cl11ded, hoarse ,vith tatking. '· Thirik of it, !11ore. '"Yott . ca11 co111e, an<l ,relcome-and 
Leo, a lost is1n11d-a scrap of the ,vor]<l ,vhich if ~Ir. I-'~o t;r1C's t._c1 stop J·o,,, clo11't ta~e ar1y 
has escaped for cour1tle~s ce11tt1ries ! Those r~<?tice. ,~ 0 11 1·e ,,~1tl1 1.1s 110,v, a11'1 you 11 stny 
people ,vho li,·e 011 that plateau are separated with llS. -. . 
by tho11sands of feet fron1 the people of the '· By l.corgc, .~ 1r, :}yota're ,l i)rjc1{ !'' pa11tcd 
mist, at the bottoin.'' Ha11rl !orth l1a1>111 ly. 

'' There can be 110 dot1bt t.}1at the people TIIE END. 

NEXT WEEK: 

"" THE PLATEAU OF PERIL!'' 
Lee & Co's ad1.,enture• on lhe 

... 4 tt1a~ing Detc(_•tivc­

Thriller of 1\r<!lson 
i81ond abo·ve tlae clo1itl11. 

• 

'· 

'~ COOK 0' THE WALK I '' Grand lo1t9 St. llranlc's sfor11 sfarfa_; 1 . 
I • ii\ 

• 
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ARE YOU A DETECTIVE? Can you Solve the Mystery below! 

e 

T llE little je,,·ellery s1101) of Ott<1 Ii"i11l(­
ma1111 star1cls at tl1e corner of l'icto11 
Street and the Com111crcial Road, 
do\\·r1 ir1 the East Er1cl. Actual)J,, it is 

quit-0 as mt1ch of an old jur1k sl1op a~ a 
jewellery shop-the sort of jur1l( t.l1at car1 be 
labellc<l u11dcr the general term of '' ar1tiq ues ,, 
or ''curios.'' 

l..1 it tie Of th C s toe k \\r as n e \\r j e '"re 11 e ry t a 11 <I 
what tl1ere was of that \\~as cl1cap stt1ft·, mostl)' 
mountecl on cards, that st1ited tl1c trade of 
the dockside (listrict v.'ell enough; a 1 tl1ot1gh, ns 
Otto oft.en observed, the p~ople hacl e11ot1gh 

• to do in these ha rel times 

011 lti11kma11n. It ,1ras st1s1lccted i11 t.he l-l 
Di visio11 tl1a t he migl1t be doing a n1t1cl1 n1ore 
J)rofitable trac!e as n fe11ce, a11d that tl1e a.r1-
tiqtles ,vere rr1ere1)· a blin(I. 

But tl1ere ,vas nPver nn~y evidc,11t·e of t.l1at, 
either. JJuring the \\'eeks fo110,,;i11g big rob­
bc1·ies i11 other }Jarts of Londo11 at or1e time 
and another, 11r1obtrusiv·e p)a;11-clotJ1es men 
from St"'ot.ln11d Y<ird kept n better C'~Ve on 
tl1e fllace tl1an tl1e co11stable on the beat cot1ld 
l1a ve done; but nobody k110\\·11 to the police 
ever approached it eitl1er by day or 11igl1t. 
l\fostly the callers ,vere sailors from the 

docl~s, tr:y·ing to sell so1l1e 
to b·uy breacl a11cl bt1ttcr, 
let alone broocl1es and 
rings, so that the 11e,v 
portion of his stocl{ 
seemed fatecl to be "·er)' 
old stoc"li, old-fashio11ed 
a11d secor1d•hand before it 
fot1nd a pul'chaser. 

A 

c11riositj,, or tri11liet t.l1ey 
l1ad brottght ,vith them 
[ rom overseas. S0!ne­
ti:11es Fir1kmanr1 hol1gh t 
\\"l1at thfl}' had to off Pr; 
but r:1ore of t.e11 he clid 
riot. Trade~ he t0~d th(•;r1, 
\Vas at a standstill. 

As for the rest of it, 
nobody ,,·011ld ever ]~no,v 
110\v lllar1y hands it hnrl 
passed throt1gl1 before it 

BAFFLER! 
Still hopef1tl of eve1·y 

J)ossihle clt1e, the Ya,rtl 
cletect.i \'es ca n1 e and \\~en t 

carne to rest behind tl1e panes of Otto Fink­
man11's sl1op .. f ron t. Bi ts of filigree gold, 
carved or inciBe<l ,valrt1s tt1sks, snuff-11oxes i11 

111ar1y n1aterials ar1d no t\vo of the . same 
dcsig-n, bra~.; l)oxes, ar1cient pistols, beads, 

'- . 
clocl~s. gri11ni11g 1110I1key gods a11d })lacid 
Bt1dclhas, a sextant, vases, a silver ir1l<:-stand­
these and dozens of things just a.s ill-assorted 
cro\,·(led the dir1gj· ,vinclo\v at the street 
corr1cr, nncl 111onth nf ter month no11e of them 
seemed to be eitl1cr n1issing or replaced. 

P.-c. Arthur Dat.e~orl, ,vhen he hacl been 
fre-shly assig11ed to tl1at · bent, had g<1t a rnilcJ 
sort of er1tertair1111ent in looking ir1 J1'ir1k-
1nan11's '\\·indo"v, cat-alogt1ir1g its jumblccl C(1r11-

})lex i t:y of u rire 1 a te~J curios; but he l1a cl 1011 g 
since exhaust.eel the interest of that pastime, 
an<I probably knew its cor1ter1ts better tl1an 
tl1e proprietor l1imself. 

Because of the remarl~al>le permanence of 
his ,-vir1do,\· rlic;;play and the lack of nnj' 
r1oticeable eviclence of trade, Batesor1 had 
lleer1 ,vnrnefl t>}l' }1is superiors to keep an eye 

as occasior1 clet11an<led, 
bttt bet1t,,..een \\rhiles P.-c. Batesor1 earrierl or1 
,vith l1is job, arid co1nbined · the clut}· of 
,vatching Finkmann's Cl1stomers ,,rith the 
pleast1re of get.ting to kno,v Finlimanr1 hi1n­
scif. 

On tl1e ,vJ1olc, he rather liked hi1n. 'fhe 
old n1n11-hc ,vas nearing scve11ty, b1tt 
looke<l past t.hat age-,vas a stoor>ed littlo 
figure, ,vitl1 a l>alclish hea<i n11<l a pair · of 
steel spectacles appare11tly pcrmar1ently 
percl1ecl or1 his high forehead. N f'Yer l1~y ar1y 
chance did he seem to loolc through them. 
He \\'as of Cierman or Austriar1 descent, bt1t 
l1ad livtcl i11 \\'l1it.echa1)el all l1is life, most of 
it at this san1e shop. llfl J1ad~ as Bate8or1 
learned, inherited it from ar1 t,r1cle as a 
goi11g co11cern, nr1d had servPcl as th(\ 11nclc's 
assistant for :years before tl1nt.. 

"It m;ght have hee11 a goirtg f'o11eerr1 
tl1en." he said to the policen1a11 as he stood 
on the ,vorn doorstep, rubbi11g l1is l1a11ds at1d 
cl1t1cklir1g to himself as he made the jcast., 



'' but it's l"Ull down- now nn<J sec111s to have 
stopped altogether.'' 

'l"'ho JJ<\1·alysis of trn,lo i11 curi<ltts ou<l111c11t..s 
rl;d n<Jt. ap11enr to trouble }1irn i11 the least. 
'fhe t~onstable, speculating to hi111self, \\'011-

dcrc<l ,vhcther the ol(I fellow ,,·as anytl1i11g of 
a n1iscr ,vjth a s~tct hoar(l. 

But -t.hat cl icJr1't ~l)pear like]y. !Io ]ivc,J 
o,l~q,uatcly, ii 11ot st11n1ltuously! aticl tho o)d 
,. 1 i.•. i , h(lt1sekeeper,. ~-110 can1e 111 by the day 
t•J it I teull to l1is .wants, au<l "·l1l)Il1 tl1c inqt1ir-
1ng- eo11stalJlt 1 1clroit,Jy questiouc-<1, s}1oppcd 
regularly· on his l)Phnlf nt the grocel'y :=ho11 
alo11g the street, :·, n,! n1a ny· times he hatJ 
11otiee,J the full 1-1u~kct she ('a rrie<l. Also 
"' lien he ,vns on n1or11i11g- duty·, lae a i \\·a:y-s 
gn, v th c J 1 i u t bot t. 1 e of n 1 i 11{ · <) 11 Fin k n 1 an u 's 
,Joorste[)-a, t}1ing hy 11<1 rn"a.11s geueral i11 
those pal'ts, \\'h<'rc the inhabita11ts, ,v}1er1 tl1ey 
do JH)t buy thPir 1nilk it1 }1a'porths at . tho 
~ho1J, JJatro11isc t.hc ti1111ecl ,~ariet.:y. 
· ~"i11k111a1:11'8 clc)tJ1cs ,vcre threadbare but 11ot 

sh ab l) )".. at •<l 11 c al \ \' a~:y s ca -r r i P cl a, .Ye l lo v.t ha 11 d­
k e rc I 1 i cf fucke<-I i11 his left sleeve. Tl1is ,vas 
the Otl]~, tl1i11g \\·l1icl1 cliscou11tecl tl10 oi-tl!11ari­
Jless of }1is aJ1pearanr.c, uiiless t,vo pro-
11ouucccl bu lg·es i11 11 ts lo,,·cr ,\·aistc,}at l) ◄)ckcts 
c1Jtd(l be i1H·luded. O11c e(JJltainP<l a rcn1ark­
ably fat silver ,vatch, of thn ol(l-fashio11ecJ 
•ki11cl k110,\·n as a tu rr1ip; at1d 1}10 otl1er a 
c·hi11a Slltiff-box \\·itl1 a. blue dog 11ai11te<I 011 
the lid, hotl1 articl.-.s hei?1g fro111 stocl<. Ji.,ro111 
the s11 uff-box l1c co11sta1ltly ref resliecJ l1im­
sclf, a11d 011cc offerer] a pincl1 to P.--c. Batc­
-~011; h11t the ,~,)11~tallle ,,yns of tl1c :yo1111ger 
gc11eratior1 ,-\'}1 icl1 is interested i11 t<>bacco i11 

ot.hcr f,)rr11s. 
Tho S<Jlitary thing-apart f1·0111 tl1c 111J·stcry 

of h<l\V lie hall c11c>t1gl1 1no11cy ?o live on­
~·l1icl1 }1a(l <:ansed J~ateso11 1~1 harbo 1.Jr t-ho 
itlea. tl1a.t old ~"'in k1nan11 rnight llc a niisc'l\ 
\\"'as l1is drcacl of l,ei11g 1·,lbbc<l. Tl1is (lk·f'acl 
had bcc11 eviclPt1t ()Jl several occa."ions cll1 rir1g 
the r.~l1ats the)' l1n,_l had t<lgether at t l1e ~hop 
door,vay, lJnt it ,,·as c.'ffif>hnsiserl \\·hc11 1:t"'i11k-­
ma1111 took tl1e pol icl~r11ar1 in to l1is corilicic11ce 
a h(l It t l1 is l J u r g· 1 n r t r a }J. 

•• Volt ought to kr10,v al)cJut tl1is, officer," 
he said, '' i11 cnse. '' Ancl he 111ot1c)11e<l h in1 
ins id c 1 h c cl O<)r\\. aJ', st<)<) [JP.cl (io,,~11 a 11cl 1111 ll t ... < I 
a.side the c]o<lrn1at. 

1~hc st. rct ... t d<J<l r g-a vc 011 to a fl i gl1 t of stai l's 
whicl1 lPd to th•~ llftp~r storcj·-t)1e f)ln 111n11's 
Jivi11g q1.1artcrs-an<J, i1nn1e,Jiatel~y to the 
rigl,t, u fc,v f Pet i11si<Je, ,vns tl1e ~1101) C'11-
tra11ce; so fJ1at custon1ers stP,Jlpcc] throt1gl1 
1.ho .5treet door a11<i the11 OJlCned t.he sl1op 
rlCNJr. '['his ,,·as glaze(l, a11,I 11~nally kept sl1ut 
fluri11g tl1c cla)· (':~yh.-,11 Fi11l\111an11 ,vas either 
at tl1c co11ntcr <lr i11 the li~tle 1·00111 l>ehin(l 
tl1c sl1oi)) 011 :icc<)1tnt <)f ,J11st at1cl 11<>ises fron_1 
the street. Ili3 living q1u1rters upstair."i ,\·c.e 
11ot Oil ly )ocke(l t•l pre,re11t unat1tl1orisc<l 
callers 111aki11g f rec ,vitl1 the place, l1ut there 
,vas a \\' indo,v i11 tho sho1J ,va.11 t.hr<J1tgl1 
,v l1icl1 t.l1c sha<lo,v t1f an)ro11e asccn<ling the 

1novctl back tl1c 111at t}1c ccJ11sf;1_llfc saw, ·on 
t.ho floor bc11eat.l1 ,._. J!crc it ha!l ber11, a l,ig 
ol)1011g of 1>1etal ,vl11cl1 occurJ1c<l tl1c t'11tiro 
Sf)aco fro111 ,vall to \\Tall, a11d ,vas ab1J11t tiyo 
f ect i11 lc11gth. It ,vas so JJlace<l that an_yo110 
,~11tering. tl1,e door n11d n1aki11,g for either tho 
s}101J 01· tl1c 1·00:ns above ,vo1drl l1a ve to tread 
011 it, ho\.vovcr 1011g tl10 pace l1c tool,. t~ve11 
a sta11d i 11g jt1111p \Vould httrtlly ha YO takc11 
auy b1.t a ~rai11(cl athlete across it., a11<l tl1at 
\\·as all tl1at ,vas l)Ossible, because there ,ras 
110 ta kc-off for a ruru1ing ju 111p. 

'' l roll tl1is n1at up at uight.," cx1,Jail1etl 
tl1e jc,vcllcr, ·' a11d leave this (>late bnre. It's 
n1a(ie oi cop})Cr. as J'Olt :sec, a.11cl co1111ected 
\\'it.!1 tho clectr~e .•;upply. J)ir•'cti:y a11y,Jno 
t!':.~a<ls on it tl1ey get a ~ ~=>ck. Nott1,ng 
fatal, ycJu 11n(ler~tand, becau~e J',e 11ut. i11 a 
r cs i ~ta '1 c e ~ lJ II t j • ! ~ t e 11 o t1 ~}1 to st u 1 l t : H_ ; : 1 <" 
bit. A11,1, i11 a<l<.iitio11, a su~~dl bc-11 ri11gs 
u 11 iil 111y roo111. So if yol I h ( '~? r 111 e lJ i o,■..·­
i 11g a, Jlolice ,vhi~tlo out of tbe ,,·i11do,v ono 
fi11e 11igl1t~ )rOtt'll 1~110\V you'yo got to C-OlllC 
i11 ancl collect tl1c b11rgJa.r ir1 the J)a~-sa g-c. 
Ho ~~011't be able lo talie a step off tliat 
J)la tc, or c,-c11 J1a ve ti111e to sl11..1 t tho street 
,1001· llel1i11d l1i111; and he'll ho too bnc:)• ,vitl1 
tl1e clect1•jc sl1ocl, to put up a figl1t.. '' 

P.-c. Batcsoll gathPrecl tl1at tl1c old 111a11 lia<l 
thougl1t ot1t an<1 installecl t.l1c ,,·hole tl1i11g 
hin1self, a.11d ,vas ratl1er prott<l of l1is hancii­
~ ... ork. Also, l1c lc-aruecl that the ,\~i11ci.J"·~ at 
tl10 b.i.rl~ ,vere \\·irecl so as to ri11g a l)ell if 
t.hc~r \VC'rO di st.urbetl; hllt he {li{] 11ot ~xpcct 

a11ytl1i11~ fro111 that quart.er, lJccnusc the J1(Jt1so 

backecl clil'cctl)l 011 t.o tl1c ]~11llv.·a:)T (~111", as the 
]ocal ca11al ,,·as- callccl, a11(I tl1c ,,·ate1· can1e 

As the constable rushed Into the shop his feet 
came Into contact with the electric plate. 

al11108t 111J ttJ his yn r<J \\TaJJ, for the to,v11ail1 
l1a<l caved in at that IJ0;11t an<I ,va.s 11c.1,v flis­
usc<l 

stairs could be s~cn. 
Tt1c passage 1!1si<]e the street 

about t.l1ree ft 1ct vvi,lc, aud as 

Access an<l re t!·eat \Vere alike <li Jlicu It 
(loot.. \,·a~ fro111 tl1c rear. lt v~·a,-5 fro111 tl1c f1·011t tt1ot 
I1'i11J~n1an11 l◄'linkn1aw11 expectecl attack, if a11y, to co111e. 
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Apart from this some,,"hat elaborate anti­
burglar precaution, there ,,·as nothing to con­
nect t.he ol,i man's character wit.h a miser's 
fearfulness or meanness. On the contrary, 
the apparently t1nnecessary assistant he em­
plo)'Cd suggested he ,vas not only generotts, 
but cl1aritable. 

This was a young man named \Vnlter 
Noble. He was about twenty-five, nnd a 
cripple. Botl1 his legs da11gled ttselessly, 
except wJ1en he moment.araily tot1ched the 
grour1d preparato1·y to swinging himself for­
,va1xl on his \\"ooden crtttches. He was sup­
posed to have served a regular apprenticeship 
to a Cit:y jeweller, but there was little ,vork 
for him to do at Finkma11n's, and the old 
mnn told Bateson that he had employed him 
more for the sal,e of his company than any­
thirlg else. 

He cottld not pay much in the \\"ay of 
sala1·y, but ns so1ne ·compensation Finkmann 
ha<l given tl1e :young fello,v a partnership 
agre{\n1ent and a half-share of the profits. The 
constable hull of ten seen hin1 abottt the shop, 
and had p,tssed the time of day wit,11 him. 
Noble \\'a-3 a very ordinary, colourless type, 
and there wns r1othing remarkable nbottt l1in1 
except his criJlplcd state and the agility with 
whicl1 he got about on his rubber-tipped 
crL1tchcs. 

I T ,vas u11fortu11atc that Otto Fink:1nann 
l1ad not chose11 to explain his bt1rgtar 

• trap to the other men on t,l1e beat be­
sicfes Bateson, bccat1se 011 t}1e night that 

~e \\ras mur~ered, Batesor1 hacl gone off duty 
1n the evening, arid at 11.45 p.m., vlhe11 the 
uproar bega11, the man \\~ho liad relieved l1im 
lost some valuable time in trying to discover 
the origi11 of the ringing of a powerful elec-
t . t 
r1c gong. . 

This policeman had jt1st passed the corner 
on ,,,hich stood the jewellery sl1op, bttt he 
hu1·ried bacli after his first , .. ain speculations 
,vhe11 Fi11kn1ann's neighbot1rs, either fully 
dressed in the street or in . variotts types of 
11ight attire at tipper wi11do,vs, enlightened 
him. T}1ey ,vatched him ,vith growing ex­
citement ns ( still to the shrillir1g of the t1n­
seen bell) he burst in t.he street door. 

}lad it been Bateson, he wottld have ex .. 
pected to fir1cl a p:tralyscd l1t1rglar on the 
copper plate. But the other constable 
neither expected nor foitnd ~11('. Instead, he 
walke<I on to the trap himself arid rcceivccJ 
n sl1ock that cat1sed him to let ot1t a yell. 
Lucltil:,~, 110,vever, t,hc im1,etL1s of l1is rt1sh 
across the threshold se11t him spra,,,.ling clear 
of the plate, and, considerably startle-cl n11d 
still tingling, he climbed the stairs. 

'l,he first-floor sitting-roon1 door ,vas stand-
ing open. In the micldle of tl1e floor \,·as Otto 
Finkmann-dead. He hnd been killed by a 
blow 011 the hend-i11stantaneously, the cloctor 
~estified nt tl1e inqt1est, and with "some blt111t 
instrument.'' 

Thia routine formula co,·ers a multitude of 
weapons, bttt none \Vas fottn<l tl1at n1ight l1a ve 
been 11sed to strike l1im clowi1. There ,,,as no 

blood; merely a fractured area on the right~ 
hand side of his head just above the temple, 
the result of o;ie clean blow. It might have 
been caused bl· a fist. T-he thinness of the 
old man's skull and the brittleness of age 
had made l1is death from that one stroke 
possible. 

In his hand he held a. police \\rhistle, bttt 
nobody cot1ld be found ,,,ho had heard t.he 
so11nd of it that night .. T•he doormat was 
rolled up and propped in one corner; and 
from the fact that the street door had been 
shut and 11obody had been trapped by the 
electric plate, it seemed that the front had 
not been tl1e means of entrance. 

As to t.he back, a windo,,., on the grot1nd 
floor-that of the room behind the shop­
,vas ,vidc OflCn, tl1e lo,vcr sash .l~ving been 
raised. It ,vas tl1is '"hich l1ad cnttsed ·the 
bell to ring, and it ,vas b)~ this walr that 
the murderer had obviolt~l~y n1ade his escape. 
'l'he floor of the ~vard Olltside ,vas of con-... 
crete, ancl .as tl1e nigl1t ,via$ clr.Y it sho\vc<.i 
no footprints. Nor did the ~arth of the 
gardc11 beds of tl1e next-door hot.1scs 011 

ei tl1er side~ be)"Ond the six.;·foot "·alls that 
cli vi(lcd the properties. 

T.here \Yas hl1t one otttlet, tlae rear .,vall. 
rl,11is -,vas so1110,v l1at lo\\·er. anti separa tell t}1e 
:rare{ fron1 the cn.11al hank. Sur1Jrisingly, 
}10,vc,·er~ the d,1mp n1ucl of this sho,ved no 
pri11ts, eith~r. Btlt along nearly all of 
J~,ink111an11's r>art of the ,,fall, tt1e caved-in, 
disused tO\Vepath \\"aS t11,der abottt a foot 
of ,vatcr, th~ ba11lt shelv·i11g suddenly about 
t,vo )"ar(ls ot1t from tl10 ,vnll into cleep 
,vatcr, ~tncl on the soft bottom of the sub­
merged to\Y-path tl1ero \Yero co11f11scd n1ark~ 
• 1ngs. 

An exar11ination in tho clear light of next 
morni11g sl10,vcd them to have been made 
by a 111a11's body and kne~s \\1 her1 ho .had 
apparent!)" thrown himself from tl1e ,vall. 
Also could be distingttishcd the in·111rint of 
a clenched l1and. The n1.ark of a bent stick 
or perhaps a11 iron l1ar or t.ubo ,vas visible 
graspccl in tt1c .hand, a11d possibly ,vas a 
clttc to the ,vcapo11 usecl to strike the blo,v ; 
but tl1ese anri the other markings ,vere 
vag1-1e ann<l far from clear-cut., on accot1nt 
of th~ actior1 of the ,,~atcr on the soft mud. 

'l,l1ero ,va~ no dottbt t.hat this il1ad been 
the line of retredt, howe,rer, specially as a 
~tep•lac.lder fro1n the shop had been pro1lpcd 
against tl1e in11er side of the re,tr ,via.II. rl1l1e 
fugitive had not c-soaped b~ .. t.l1e m11ddy tow­
pn.tl1, obviouslJ·, but nltlst l1a\'e s,vum across 
tl1e canal. 

A scarcl1 of tho dead man's effects pro• 
duced t.,vo clues that seemed to throw a 
light on tl1c lllJ'SterJr. Ono "ras a, looted 
casl1-box; tl1e otl1er a letter, posted at Ply• 
mottth, and ,vhich ran as follol-vs: 

'' DEAR FATHER,-Yot,r clca1·, long-lost aon 
1·s co nii11r1 l,o·mc at last, like a bad 1>enny. 
I a1n. poxting th.is wl,en my ship r..alli i,>. at 
l)lyrri.0·1,tli, a.nd if l can get at1.'ay I'll come 
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up t<? Lo·ndon by t·rai·n. I/ 11,.ot, she i, d-ue 
to dock a., Tilbury iN- a Jew da.ys, and lhen­
ltiok out! If you· ho-ve got any ieflic y9u 
t0ill oo to tl,e ba1ik and gee my nioney out 
that my grcat-,uncle left me, a·nd, that you 
su-1ik i·n tltat Ctlr&ed, dtad-a1i1.l-ali ve old junk 
&lwp. 1/ yo·u've ,till got -niy slu1rc, all ,;i,ght. 
I/ 1iot, yo·u' re /t>·r it, an,l you' re goi1ig to 
pay /or all tltcse y·ears I ha.·ve bee1i wa11der­
i1ig abot,t broke, do11.e otlt of niy r-igl,t,. 
A_11d yo-u wo,,' t be paying jor -it i1i money, 
either I Tliat·s all /or 11-ow.-1· 01,r Jovir1g 
so1i, 

•• FRANZ.'' 

l11qt1irics were 111adc, a11tl the writer of 
tl1_is letter, Fran~ Fin•k111a11n, ""Paa dctaitied 
011 .sl1spicion of tJ1e n1ur,Ier. ldc11tificd fror11 
a }lhoto in tho dead 111a11"s rooms, lie wa.s 
picked up in a ptiblic hot1so ir1 t}1e East 
l11dia Dock Ro.ad. He had con10 to Tilbt1ry 
from a Sout11 Amc1·ica11 port, and had 
arrived 011 the morni11g of tl10 day of tho 
1nt1rder. He COtlld give no alibi for the 
fatal tin1e. Ho said he hatl been with a 
pta:I"ty of his shi-~atcR on a spr~o that same 
ev~11ing, and -91 thereafter bee11 i11toxi­
•~atcd. and did not. know where l1e spent 
the night. He allloke ne:xt n1or11i11g, he said, 
wet tl1rough, and ]~ring against a '"·a)l in 
so1110 alley, and-~is 111011cy all go11c. 

His shipn16t.cs l1ad citl1cr sig11cd 011 for 
f rcsh trips, or lwt,:l scattcre(l~ for 11onc of 
tl1e111 can1c forwai·cl to co11fjr111 thi~ story­
pOBSibly because t l1ey }1acl i,1,-Jccd robbed 
J1im, as he clain1cd. ,. 

Franz Finkn1a1111 at1111i ttcd writing tJ10 
letter, bt1t said he 11.a.tl not 111ca11t to suggest 
a. threat ~f 1l1urder i11 it-r11crely to create 
a big ro,v. He ha,J been tlllf]cr age whe11 
his inheritance }1ad bcc11 invested for hin1, 
bu't he l1ad al y_·a)·s rcsc21 tcd it. 

A publican co11firmocl his statcn1e11ts abot1t 
drinking with his. ship111atcs, but said both 
lie and they l1ad bee11 ejected fron1 the house 
at closing-t.ime, 11 o'clock. 111 l1is opi11io11 
Finkn1a11n had r~t bcc11 i11toxiooted, but 
was ccrtai11ly · i11 a. savage, q11arrclsome 
1nood. 

In reply to questions con11ected ,vitl1 the 
escape ·by canal, he admitted he cot1ld swin1, 
and accounted for t.l1c da111p state of his 
clothes at the t i1,1e ho ~~as detained by say­
ing he hatl a ,y ague rc~col1cetio11_ of a figl1t, 
and of bci11g d11ckcd in a horsc-troug.11 by 
his mates. 

Walt.er Noble, tl1c s}ao1J-.a.s~.istant, told of 
tho father's rccci·ving t}10 letter, and that 
the tl1ren t l1a(l bcc11 J)rc:yi11g 011 his 111 i nc1. 
He (Nol)lc) .had off crc<l to stay in tl1e l1ousc 
witl1 J1i1l1 fo1· a few nights, b11t tl1c off er 
was dccli11cd. 'I,hc je,vcllcr had been co11tent 
to rely 011 tl1c cJcctric alarn1s, which he 
tested af rcsh. Tl1c s,v i tc.l1 operating the cir• 
cuits was situated upstairs, so that even ha<l 
a11yo11e known of the electrified plate, or 
tho window w.iring, it cot11d not be ren­
dered ineffecti,·e. fron1 bclo,v. 

AS if to .c9nft1se tl1e i~ue, a s~cond sus­
pcc-t was brought 1n. This \\"'i8S a. 11 

aoc·kside ,vorkcr named Joseph Fur­
ness, a. ma11 \\"ho had been to the 

shop on the day preceding the murder, e,jter . 
a visit tl1e day. before. Ho clai1ncd that tho. 
old 111an had swindled him o,·er a deal con- · 
ccr11i11g a ca111era lu~ had sold .l1im, and 
de111a11ded redress. When the c11rio-dealer 
had ref t1sed, 11c l1coan1c abttsi,~e and 
thrcateni11g, ar1cl 11ad only gone a,vay when 
a policeman had been called. (This police­
ma11 was P.-c. Bateso11,_ ,vho remembered the 
incide11t · and detained the man) . 

He hacl 110 sati-sf actory alibi for 11.45 011 

tl1c night of the murder. He stated he had· 
bcc11 to a tl1eatre in the V\7est End that c,lcn-,,,.. 

i11g, and in confirmation of this the counter­
foil of l1is ticket was found on him ,vnen 
he ,vas sco.rched. 'fho sho,v had conclt1ded 
at 11.5, after ,v_bich, ho said, he had called\ 
.at a s11pper bar in tho ,vest .End, and staJ1 ed 
till midnig·l1t. None of the assistants of the 
place could rcme1nber him, howe,·er, tl1ough 
it was admitted it ,vas very crowded at. 
that ,hot1r, and that he n1ight l1ave been: 
tl1erc. Agai11at this, the police put the sug-· 
ge.,tion that he may have left the theatre 
before the fall of the curtai11 i11 ample t.imQ 
to reacl1 the East End by 11.45. 

He cottld s"·im a little, but not (he 
tl1ougl1t) v.?itl1 clothes on. Nono of hia 
clothes v.'.Foro found to be da111p. 

TJ1c q11ly otl1cr '' possible '' was tho de~d 
111a11's assistant and partner, Walter Noble.l 
He tt1rncd t1p at the sl1op as usual next 
1nor11ing to beiin work, but "''.t.as detained on4 

tho grortnd that he had a, key of the street 
door a1ld kne,v of the electrical alarms. 

He claimed to have been alone in his lodg­
ings fror~ 8 o'clock the previous evening 
ti]l that 111orning. His landlady could not· 
testify to this, .however, as she had bee11 out 
till midnight. \Vhcr1 his rooms were 
searched no d8nlp clothes COtlld be f Ot1nd. 
Being a cripple, he said, he cotild not s\.vim. ·. 

. . 

He did not know the exact amount in the 
rifted cash-box, bt1t thought it might have. 
been abo11t £10, as amounts over tl1at s11m~ 
were llSt1ally banked. The1·e ,vas not e11ot.1ghs. 
spare cash available i11 the hLtsiness to giv; · 
~ranz Fi1~k1n.an11 any largo _st1111 in s~tisfa~-,-. 
t1on of his legacy, the details of wh1chJ or 
the figure, Noble· did not kno,v. 

. 

The solution or this m11stery was discovered· 
by P.-c. Bateson through a cute piece o~ 
deteeiive reasoning. All the facts wbleh lie 
had to go upon are given here, and you know 
as much as he did. One of the three mea . . ~ ' 

named was the murderer. Which one was i~.i 
and why? 

Summar~sed, this is the case for and agai~~!t 
each man: 



P -C. BA:-rESON'S first clue ,vas the 
step-ladder in the backyard of the 
curio shop. It had been used to 
e11able tl1e fugitive 1nurderer to climb 

tl10 \Vall, ,vhich was less tl1an six feet i11 
heigh t-<111 u11necessary aid for an ablc-

'bodied n1a11, a11d especially one escaping afte1· 
a 111Lt1xler. 'fl1e only 011e of the three sus-­
pects \\~l10 \Vas 11ot able-bodied \Vas Walter 
Noble, the c1~ipple. 

\Vith Noble under suspicion 011 this poi11t, 
it ,va.s soon evident he wot1ld fit other factors 
in tho case. The five-feet lo11g electrically­
chal'gecl 111etal plate ,vould have been im­
passab4e to a11 ordinary walker, bt1t a cripple 
co11ld easily pass it, and, ir1 fact, ,vas at an 
adva11tage. By resting his crutches in the 
111iddle of tl1e plate he coul<l swi11g hirnself 
ov·er witho11t toucl1ing it with his feet, a11d 
tl1c crutcl1es, bei11g rubber-tipped and there­
fore r1on-co11clucting, would prevent a shoc,k. 
Not only ,vould Noble be able to do this, but, 
k11owing of the trap's existence, he '\\-.. Otlld ha ·ve 
carefully avoided it while he sht1t the door 
behin<l hi:in, i11stead of steppi11g on to it 
a11d bei11g re11dered powerless at 011ce, as 
,vould a person ignorant of its ex;stence. 
Tho street door he had, of course, 11niockcd 
,vitl1 his key. -

IIo said J1e l1ad. 11ut cu111e tl1erc to murdC' 1 
the old ma,1, but to try a11d urge hi1n 11ot tu 
give any 1noney to the s011 ,v,ho liad retu r11ed · 
or, alter11atively, to 111alie over tl1c busi11e~.; 
to hi111 (Noble) ez1tirely, so that t11c so11 
could have 110 claim. 'l'l1e old ma11 refused, 
and there was a qua.rrel. l,"ir1krna1111 tl1reat· 
e11ed to blo,v th~ police whistle a11c.l call back 
tl1e· policeman they had botl1 see11 pass the 
wi11dow a n1ome11t previot1s)y. Acting or1 
inipttlse, and ¥lith the realisation t!1at the 
so11 \\·ould be suspected, Noble struck hitn 
do,v11 ,~·ith his crt1tch. He ?ias aJJpa1 led to 
sec that l1e ,vas dead, arid or1ly pausing to 
cm1Jty tl1e cas}1.box so as to ft1rt:her i1npli­
cate the son-Noble, of course, k.11e\V of the 
clema11ds for mo11ey 111atle jr1 tl1e letter that 
the old man had l'cccived-ho flc<l. . . 

He cotild not risk: emcrgi11g ir1to t,he street 
i11 sigl1t of tl1,~ pol icen-iar1, so he made fo1· the 
back ,vay, forgcttir1g, i11 his JJar1ic, the go11.g 
that tl1e op~11c<l ,,·ir1do,v '\'0111cl set 1·i11ging. 
He l1ad to use the step-]aclller to scale tl1e 
,vall, and flung himself over i11to t]1e Hhallow 
,•,rater, maki11g a n1arli with his l1a11cl au<l the 
crt1tch ,vhich he graspecl in it. · ~ ; 

Bei11g a cripple, it ,vas too easil:r n~sntncd 
tl1at l1e could riot S\\1 !111. Ile f!i<l, it1 fact, 
str11g·gle ncroSE the ca11al, usi11 g his hands 
0111)'", a11rl l1eing kept afi<lat \\'"itl1 the crutc;l1es. 
l~ci11g· alone i11 l1is loclgings, he ,vas al1le to 
clispose of ·his dctlllp clothes, ,vhich l1e did 
first by dr~ying, arid ther1 by bt1r11ing them 
to destroy the . m t1d-s tai n s. 

Three minor poi11ts ,vere cleare<l lllJ by 
Noble's t1ltimate co11fession; but it \Yas the 
pol!ce-constablc's logical reasoning cc)11cern­
ir1g the step-ladcicr a11d the inethod of pas.CJing 
the electric plate that put him 01~ the right 
track. 

Presst11·e 011 tl1e plate would, however, l'ing 
the s1nall bell 111)stairs; and here ,vas another 
pointer whic-,}1 indicated Noble. The dead 
man was fou11d with a po]icc "··histle in his 
ha11d, a11d the probability was that he ,~,.as 
abot1t to go to the window and blo,v it, hav­
i11g bee11 alarmed by the bell, bt1t tl1at l1e 
was stopped from doing it. The 011ly "'ay 
to st!9 him waa to reassure him, and this 
n1ust have been do11e by Noble caliing up to 
hi1n so that he wot1ld recognise l1is voice. 
(JYhen eve11tua]ly~•rrested, Noble confirmed 
tl'iis, and other ~tters.) 
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Our Sensational· School Story By E. S. Brooks. 

I' ~ i { [Iii f 1 
'· r ; ...... 

Fighting James King;swood, the new headmaster, is 
asked to resign from St. Frank's by the Governors, 
who_ do not agree with his original jdeas of conducting 
a school. But Kingswood informs them that he would 
rather put it to the boys who are ,vaiting for him in the 
Big BaJI. '' Let them have their say iir-the matter,t• 

he says ; and walks out of the study. 

The Verdict of the School. 

E XCl'l,EMENT ra11 l1ig·l1 i11 Big Ilall. 
It was nca1·ly ti111e for tl1e great 

co11 tc~ t. Tl 1e ju 11 io1·P3, i 11 solid 111asses, 
,vero i11 t J1eir places. The ser1iors 

v.·t· re t)re'3er1t-, too-to a 1l1a11. A11d the °\\'· J1,Jle 
affair. ,va~. being_ co11,luctcll on caref11lly 
01·gu.111scd l1r1es. Prefects a11._] mfi~tcrs ,vere 
tl1cro to keep or,ler. 111 fact, the 1nastcrs t1acl 
co111e alo11g to see tl1e rnatcl1 itself-for tJ1c 
i11tctest i11 tl10 co11 tc~t '\\' as rn1i versal t.h rough­
out the school. 

Tl1e11, jtist bcf ore t}1e boxers ancJ their 
seco11cls ,vc1'0 about to e11ter tl1c ri11g, l\f r. 

t· James Kir1gswood n1ade his appe(,tr,i11cc-a11d 
behi11d l1i1l1, tJ1rce very a~ritntc<l-looki11g 

l Governors. r '' Hurrah I:, 
•• 'l'l11·ee ch,::c·1,s for the Head!,,., 
•• _Hip, l1iJJ, J1urral1 !'' 

This ,vas 11ot v·ery s,veet 1nttsio for tl1c 
t ·;overnors' ears-co11sideri11g that tl1ey had 
j ttst <le111a·11ded the l'esig11a ti()11 of t.his head-
111a~ter ,vl10 a})pearccl· to be so enorn1ouf31J! 
popltlar. , 

·• J11st a I11i11ttto, yon fcllo,•.,.s, befo1·e you 
do a11y IllOre cheeri11g," liaid the Head, en­
tcri11g tho ri11g. '' There's son1ethi11g l've got 
to tell you.'' 

His frie11<lly 1na1111er ,vas ,vclcon1ed by all. 
No llcad111aster cottld l1a,·e bce11 mo1·e re-­
spccted tl1a11 ?\if r. Ki11gs\\"Oo(l-ar1d it l\"aS a 
real, ho11est, frie11dly respect. 

,. First of all, I'r11 goi11g to tell :you that 
I have resigned t.l1c l1eacl11lastership, '' ~aid 
l\f r. Ki11gs\\·ood qttietly. 

,.fherc ,vas a11 a.h~olt1te sile11cc for some 
~eco11cls; tJ1e11 a 111 u r1l111r of astonish111e11t, ris­
Jtlg to a11 nbsolntc l)uzz. of co11sternatio11. 

'•NoJ 110!'' 
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" J J :~ . n t \ ·\ · i ri g-1 v e 1 11 c a f c , \' 111 i r 1 u t cs o f 
~rOlll' ~t~tcntion, f \\'ill tPll )*Oll ju$t \\"_l1y l 
l1avt1 1 llc1t•.~l1t it, .11eces~ar,y to resign,'' co11-
ti r1 u l' d L h •-· J-1 <:ad. '· ""\11 of y·ot1 j llJl io_r bo,;·s 
,vill rc..·t11<..0 !1dH:r a 111jrstel'ious 11ractieal joke 
,rl1ieh \',·a~ JJla~·cd 111 HJH the }tou1·th. So111e 
hu111ourist c:1tcrcJ tl1c l\-luder11 Ilouse ·arid tl1c 
East 1 lot1se iu the clcad of 11 iril1t a11d daube<l 
all .sorts <1£ iusulring n1cssagcs on the ju11ior 
stu<J \. cloors. '' .. 

•• l{athcr, sir!" sl1outed Buster Boots. 
''\\.c'\'o 11cver l,cc11 able to catch that chap!" 

" \\"hat ,,·c1ttlcl ;y<>tt do to hjm if ~·ou did 
catC'h J1ir11 ?:' asked l\.ir. I~ir1gswood. 

'· ~l'rag J1i111, sir!" )·cl led Boots. 
.. 'l,}t!_'II .-.-<Jt1'lf beti{'.l' stitrt scragging me:' 

said the lieatl cooll;y. '' It ,,·,ts I ,vho pla),.ed 
that. j~. '' 

'' \\'~fiaahattaut. !" ga.'"'.1)ed the Fot1l'th. 
'' Ila, l1a, 11~1 ! ~, l·cllecl the Remove. 
Ar1tl ,vitl1i11 a fe,v 1l101ne11t_s everybody else 

witl1ir1 t,l1c scl100I ,,,.~1s s}1ot1tir1g ,vith Jo)·ous 
laugl1tcr. Eve11 the },ot1t·th-li,or1ners them­
selves joi11cd ir1. 1,11e Uovernors liste11ed in 
ago11y·. 

'' I i11ter1ded to rese1·vc this little revela­
tion u11til the c11d of ter1n, '' 11t1rst1ed ~Ir. 
Kings\vood. '' But, as I am resigni11g, it 
might as ,veil come ottt no,v. I tl1ink yot1 
fello\vs are shre,,"d e11ougl1 to understa11d 
why I did it.'' 

"Rilther, sir!'' shot1te<l Reggie Pitt. '' To 
put so1ne pep into the Fourt-11 !'' 

'' Exact1y-nnd the Fot1rth is no"T a fir1e, 
spirited Form,'' said l\1r. Ki11gs\o\·ood. '' I ar11 
prot1d of the Fourt.11. It l1as done \\·or1ders 
du1·i11g these past f cw \\ .. eeks." 

The Fottrth ,vas duly gratified, and cheered 
lustily. Mr. Pycraft, ,vl10 ,vas sta11cli11g i1l 

one of the gangways, was looking pnle and 
uneasy. He did not like the \\·ay in \\"hich 
the sohool was taking Mr. Kingswood's 
reveJations. 

'' 'l,l1ere are one or t,vo other little points 
which need clearing up,'' said the Head, 
when he could make hin1self l1eard ,,gai11. 
'' For insta11ce, the e11try of ot1r rr1ttt11al 
frien<i, Mr. Kid Williams, into the school." 

And he briefly explained l1ow he J1ad 
'' plotted ,, with PhitlPS to arottse Archie 
Glenthorne to a fit and prop~r sense of l1is 
indolc11ce. Tl1e school chuckled gleefttlly. 
Archie Gle11thorne ,•.,-as overjoyed. 

"A <lashed p1·iceless ol<.l wheeze, old thi11g 
-that is to say, sir,'' he said, bca1ni11g. '' I 
mear• to say, I was rea1lj" a frig)1t.ful loafer. 
Goo,l gad! And I thought thnt the Kid 
had llri ft~d in q L1ite by char1ce." 

'' l'1n not defcndi11g myself-b('cat1se I 
d~11't feel ~at any defence is necessary," 
said Mr. K1r1gS'\\"ood. '' Everything I have 
done. I have do11e for tl1e good of the .scl1ool. 
My n1cthods may 11ot be ortl1odox l>ttt I 
someho,v 1na11age to ' get there.' At;d tl1at's 
the thing that really matters.'' 

~e sttddenly beC<1me grave. 
So111e of you may have seen me going 

out for long rambles," he said qt1icatly. '' I 

will openly adrr1it that I have been secretive 
in n1y movements. Not because I had any­
thi11g of a guilty nature to conceal, but be-­
ca ttse I hav·e a hobby which is scarcely in 
keeping ,vith my character aa a fighting man. 
I thought it n1ight be detrimental to· my 
star1di11g as a ' stro11g man ' if you all knew 
of 111y little v.·eakness. So I kept it dark. 
l 1erhaps I ,vas ,vro11g. A11J'hO\\', there is no 
reason ,vhy you sl1ot1ld tlot know jt1st ,vhy 
I have been rambling here, there, arid every­
,v l1ere across the countryside.,, 

The school listened, breathless. Handf olll 
felt sudde11ly gttilty, a11d he found the gaze 
of h~s two chums upon him. ·Mr. Pycraft 
made a curious gttlping sound in his throat. 

"I am a naturalist,'' explained Fighting 
Jiim gently. '' In other words, a ' bug 
hunter.' I hav·e a passion for collecting rare 
insects, a11d such-like. And it is my boast 
that my collection is seco11d to none. 

'' Certain people, I fa11cy, have had an 
idea that I ,vas a desperate criminal of some 
kind,t' \\'ent on l\fr. Kingswood dryly. •· I 
have made friends with c in members of 
the tramping fratemity--q decent fellov.·s, 
mostly. But they k11ow a wful lot about 
,voodcraft-and about t.he . I }1avc paid 
them good money to ob speci1ncns for 
inc, and I have sometime· tl1ese 1nen at 
dead of night. 

'' Someti111cs I l1avc buried boxes, in certain 
spot.s-k110\\"n to 1ne arid my l1elpcrs-but 
such matters 11" ve been perfectly it111ocent. 
I had an arra11gement ,\~ith these men to 
place any specimens they might secl11·e in 
thc8e boxes. Tl1ese men are honest enot1gh, 
a11d only too ready to earn a clejn penny. 
I felt it only right that this little ~yster)'­
if it act11ally ,vas a mystcry-&hot1ld be cleared 
ttp. '' 

He looked rot1nd at the eager, intent faces, 
a11d there was a rather \Vistf t1l, sad expres• 
sion in his own rugged face. 

'' I shall be sorry to leave ~1 ot1 all,'' he 
said. "But. I have felt it incun1bent upon 
me to te11der my resignation--" 

'' No, sir!" sl1ot1ted Handforth, jt1mping 
ttp. '' You're 011ly resigning because the 
Govl'rt1ors have co1nplained against your ttn­
ust1al methotls. Yot1 haven't said so, but 
\\~e're riot dense. We ,von't let you resign, 
s;r ! '' 

''No!" ''"e11t ttp a tremendous roar. ''No!'' 
A11d at t.his the entire school leapt to its 

f cet, a11d pa11demoni11m reigned for some 
mi1111t.es. Never before had there been s11ch 
a derno11stration. The Governors, helpless, 
lookecl 011. Tl1ey could not he_lp feeling that 
theJ· had b1ttndcred badly. A J1eadmastcr 
,,·ho cot1ld arot1se st1oh e11tl1t1siasm as t.his 
,\~as, ,\·itl1out q11C'stio11, a very stlccessful 
headtnaster. 

'' \\-r e're not goir1g to Jet yot1 go, sir!,, <: 

shottted Fer1ton, of the Sixt4h, "I am t.he 
captain of tl1e school, a11d if yott go a,\·ay ~ 
I sl1all resig11 the ca1)tai11cy ! " :. 

'' Jlear, hear!" 
'' Goo<l old Fcnt.011 l '' 



I 

' ' Y Oll ca1i't do this, lfi·. King8wood, ,, 
sai<l Oltl Wilkey, con1i11g for,vard. •• Thel"e 
i8. 110 adequ-ate reaso11 \.•,hy yot1 shot1ld re­
sig11. Evel'yborly in t.his school ,va11ts :yot1. '' 

'' Yes, yes!'' yelled the school. 
:\Ii'. Alingto11 \Vilkes, during these past­

fc,v 1110111e11ta, 'had bee11 talking ear11estly ,vith 
1,;s fello,v Ho11se111astc1's-lfr. Stokes, llr. 

. Stockdale and 1\,11._ Goole. All fottr gentle--

43 

"Y ot1· ve got }1in1 110,v ! '' 
1,he Ren1ovitC's \\·el'c J''?lling l1oarscJy. 
... ..\rchir, ,vas s11(lcl~11ly attacki11g-coolJ~·. 

clcverlJr, hotly .. 

111e11 \\"ere 110\V b11nched together. 
~ ., I ,vill just acid this," co11ti11_t1ecl Old 

\Vilkey. '' If ~rot1 resign, llr. K111gs~\"ood, 

He got in three clipped hits, one follo,ving 
the other i11 bc,vilderi11g SLtccession. La,,·-
1·(111ce t 11r11rcl a.ruJ rush eel. Tl1crc ,,·as ] it t Jp 
scier1cc rluring tt1e 11ex t J1cctic ~econds. Both 
)'011ng boxers ,,-(!r_e cx<.,itcd i11,,,ardl)·. ---~rchie 
\Vas beg·in11i11g to f(!el that La\\·re~•cc ,Yas 
t111beatable; 1~,,·rc11ce~ for' his prt, ,,·as 
realising for the first ti111c tl1at Ar~l1ie ,vas a. 
foerna11 \Yorthj" of hi~ o,"91 "tccl. This 111n tctr 
,vas not going to be <'a!-;y. 

: 111y llo,v Ho11se111aster8 a11<l n·1)rself \\'1)l re-
. itl1 )"'OU.'~ 

rrah ! ''. 
'' Three cheers for Old \VilkeJ· ! ~, 
'' Ge11tlen1er1-r.-e11tleme11 ! '' t1rgecl Sir J 01111 

Brr•nt, con1ir1g fur,varcl. '' I fear that the1:e 
ha:-, bee11 i1 gr,1ve 111ist1nderstar1<li11g. _Thi~ 
si11gt1lar sce11e cnn11ot be allo,vecl to cont111ue. 
I ,visl1 to ·make it q11ite clear . to c,.,eryhody 
i11 tl11s scl1ool t·hat if ~Ir. Ki11gs\\Tooci te11ders 
11 is resigi1ation, ,,·e, tho Goverr1ors, ,vill 11ot 
acce11t it.'' 

"liurrah !'' 
·'\\"ell done, · Sir Joh111 '' 
'' Spoke11 like_ a , sir!" 
A11d that, a& · fortl1 gleefully ffilll"· 

111t1red to his s, · ,vas tl1at. The 
(~o,.,ei-nors ,vero th ghly startled, and they 
realised that t,h d n1nde a colossal 
blu11der. Theret1 y retired-and it was 
rioted by qtiitc a that thej· took }Ir. 
Horace Pycraf t ,vith them. 

Exactly what happe11ed to :\Ir. P_ycraft 
11obody kne,v, bt1t lie ,ve11t throtigh_ such a 
,,cry bad quarter of a11 ho11r that for son1e 
(lays af ter,\ya~·ds_ he ,ve11t abot1t t-l1e school 
lookir1g n1ore like a ghost tha.11 a h11n1an 
being. 

The pace ,vas ~errific. \Vith a ~sc of aet1~e 
clis111a v ~ .L~rcl1ic felt that lie cot1Jd not kcc11 1 t 
np. Iiistcac.l of hitting, he ,vas ju~t 11u5hing 
hi.5 gloves. i11to the l◄"ourtl1-Forn1rr·s f acP. An<l 
IJa,vrc11cc ,vas getting into closr. quarters; his 
right ,va.g cleaclly .. 

B11t ... .\.rchic die) 11ot kno,v that J,a,Yre11ce 
hi111sclf ,vas ~xperie11cing ,r~1·~: 111nch th~ ~nn1(' 

~cnsatio11s. La,, .. rcnce ,,,as fe(']i11g that 11i-.; 
o,vn strer1gth ,vas goi11g, too. -

St1ddc11l:y .. ~rchin got in a straight left, and 
it. took the ~,ot1rth-~,ormer 011 the neck, ancl 
back he ,vent. Bl1t agai11 lie came on-nncl 
011cc 111ore Archie p1111cbed. 

But l1e kne,v that it co11ld 11ot la~t. E,·C'r~·­
tl1i11g ,vas going qtt~f\r. He'd got, his hack 
against tl1e 1·opes. ancl his br~ath \\·a~ coming 
i11 great gttlps. ·There· hacl heen 11othing of 
thi~ sort in those ot.her mat.c}1P!=-. 

"Time!'' 
A lo11a-dra\v11-011t breath ca111e fro111 tlu~ 

aL1diencP~ Not 111any of those jttnior~ ,vonl(l 
forget that first rot111d. · £_..\rchte s,va)~ecl ns 11P 

,vcn t to hi~ corner. 
"\V ell clo11e, sir!'' ~aicl 11 ~oft, <-"TIC0\1ragi11g 
• ,,.01ce. 

4 · he C h:.impion. "Goocl gad, I did11 · t k110,v :ro11 \\·ere h~re, 
6' SECON S Ottt of the~- ri11g ! " .Phip{)~ r-· lllllll\blccl ... ~1·chie. ,, .~nd. I mean 

After all that prelin1i11ary excite- to S<'lY: ,v l1at rot r I ,Yas utte1·ly frightft,l ~" 
ment., the school was in a i·ight mood '' D011't yo11 •elieve it, sir,'' said the Kid, 
for the great boxing ma tell. A11d energetica.lly flappir1g the t.o,,·c]. '· Y ott're all 

}'Ii 0 ·ht111g Jin1 Kings\\"OOd J1imself, st1premely right. i\laster La,vrence ca11't sta11cl that 
happy, wa11 acting as referee. pace any more than 4ou earl. You won the 

''T1·1ne 1.'' d · t '' roun on po1n s .. 
A 1·ip11le of excitement ran throt1gh the ,, Odds rot a,id piffle!'' said .-..\rchie. "Y 01t 

crov;ded Big Hall. know dashed ,veil that I was absol\1tely 011t-
''.Comc on, Remo~"e !'' boxed.,, 
''Rats! T11is is the Fot1rth's triumph I'' He Iea11cd back in his chair luxttriou~lJ'. 
llr. Kings\\'ood frowned half-smilingly at To t.he Remove's delight, Archie came 11p 

these i11t'er1·upters. And Archie Glenthor11e from tho seco11d rot111d as fresh as paint. 
a11d Ernest Lawrence set the ball 1·olling. Lawrence, who knew ,vhat lay before hin1, 
J-'a,vre11ce ,vas very active. Brillia11tly, skit- Jost no tin1c in dashing in. Archie met him 
fully, he pinned . Archie up in one. of the ''" ith a left to the face, and gave way a foot . 

. corners of t.he ring-~ He was forcing the ~L\gain La,vrence came in, and f Archie 
pace. · · adroitly slipped him. The Fo1trt.h-Forme1· 

• ... ,\11d the st1ddenness of it 1·ather upset pa11sed, and for a brief mon1ent he lo~t his 
•i·chie. He was thro,,ln off his baln11ce. A gt,ard. 
i'lhirl of blows descended t1pon him. B11t his Crash! _ 
gt1arcf was perfect, and not one of those vital Archie's left shot out and found its mnrk. 
l1lo,vs got home. · "Oh!~' gasped the cro,vd. 
• ~ter a few seconds, ho"·ever, l1e ,varmed La,vrence swung his right clctern1inedl~·-
lt-o the v."ork. Side-stepping as Lawrence bt1t ,vit-ho11t any effect. For Arc.hie was not 
c e 011 he tt1rned ,v-itl1 the speed of light- there. _.\nd a S?lift count~r added another 

and Lawrence went staggering past, hie point to the clC'gant Removite's ~core. . 
' co lost by the force of his \\"asted blo,v. Amid gro·,ving excitcn1ent, t.hc RC'mov1t(\~ 

[;o it. Archie!'' ,verc r1oticir12 a cha.nae. Archie's blo,Ys ,,ere 



L(:2:J11,ing 111or(' fi-L'qucnt-a111.I tr,,_. fclrc,~· 
lJc!iin{l .... tih:111 \Ya;, ~r~·atc·r tln111 [.a,, l'L"!cr_··~. 

A rc!1 ic ,,- as cl riv i 11 ;- at t11c I.,c,cJ \- --- the11--
• r , J 

:---.1 an 1 

.--\. r c h i t' · ~ I c ft g· < ) t t h r o u g ~ 1 , cl 11 rl I 1 ,_, l r i c <.l 
~;;-a1tL It ,ra~ a liuulJf,, 1eaf1, a11ll a!t.11(>ugh 
LaYrrc11cc: gttar.l,_!d thL· fir~:, l)l(l\\-, · ttt4-' second 
g_ o t h o 1 1 ! t ~ J 1 ( ' ~1 " i J ~\ · t () t 1 t c 1 J u d ~y, a 11 tl t h c 
l· ():trt!1-l· or111;.'r g;i \·t~ \Yay a ~tt·p. 

r1·nc I(ill \\a:-. ~iQ"nallinj!"-~]JJli .,\rc}ti8 t,)ol, 
I l 1 '--' ~ 

a c,cc11 Ul'l'Jt.1. 

llc cla::.:hel1. an() rut!1cr tn !1j~ tli~1,u,v. l.1:i,,­
rc·1t'cc 111ct ]rin1 ,,ith a fit'r<_·c. itri111 d( 1 t·l~r!11i11·-i­
t·Lon . ..:\nt1 for ~0111 1_• r1t(l!ll(•~1t~ t!u 1 cxc!1augc~ 
\\ crn CYf'!l. 

· 1 ~he tt , ~ 11 { 1, l c I ii , , a ~ tho 1 1 ◄~, 1 l 1 \ - 11 1 • t O' 1·, • T •i ,,- -, ' . . r-. - - .· ' l l M ' , ..ol( 

rL:·11ce ~ blo" s LL·gan to \\.L·akt'lt. H,~ got 
110!110 .a l)Hnc!1 to t~i,~ hcncl. lJi_tt .. .\rc!1iP 
SC iir ce) ~. __ fl'; t j t . .\ BC { \ \ j t } J a ~ L H. I c..l (' 11 ~ C 11 ~ f ~ Of 

<~xuJta,tio11, ·r1tl' l~l'lno,·itc· l:!i:~\,- t}1at th~! (ig~11 
V, ilS. !1i~.- _.\.i •" • / 

.Ho ~,,·a-s ,, j n n ill g- ! 
He l, a i 11111 e r·c l l -1 n : 

T·:Jttl!d t.rJe ri!,g-, anrl 
, I • 

i' t_~J J_' ._,_-, ,-, ! l_ t ' . ' . '• ! l \. 'l \,,, \.I - ,1, , t . f_' U l :-. • 

r · -;.- , f ! rr 
. l -.· • ~ • 

--------·-------·-------------
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BE TALL. Your ]Leight. iucrtast~d in 14 <l"-.fS. 
or llolH}Y B~u·k. Cunlplctc Cour:;c·. 

~i '-. lluokl<:~ frL-.; pri rat-t•ly .-STEBBING SYSTEM, 
28, Dean Road, LONDON, N.W.2. 

DON~T.BE BULLIED! 
' ' 

~..;(•111•.; · sper.iar lesson~ i11 Jujit~u. J.a1·~f• Photo Plate of 
.JL1J1itnes•.: Chainpions autl full particulars :s,.:111.: i-r:cc .. 8ta1up 
t-. 1r 111,!St. B{·ttc-r than Boxi11g-, L1.-~irn Le,· fear no 111:1.u. 

t>r SLtHl P.l). 1.'- f<,r 1:1rst. I,art, tu--•_• A.P.,'' 
'' Blenheim House,, Bed!ont Lane, Feltham, Middx. ----------------------------

.. 
f ◄ • t · 1 ! t (.1 n . f ', ·,,. ' 

q t ll C ~~ 1 " ,- : 

1 l1aYt 1 cYrr 

;..\!1Ll ~t \Ya, 1ut,11y a lq11g- tla~:'lJt~fore tLa 
~ :_. r h) o l t c, r g ,J L th '. 1 t c,, t' n t f u 1 c ··; tt II i n c-. ...L\. r (, h; t~ 

( ; l P 11 t ! 1or11 P • t h 0 .: • ._! a c k 0 r • t h e i r) kl'. 0 f t h -=:. 

H c i ! 10 \ e . .I 1 a cJ , Y o 11 t h P 1~ i lJ g ~ \ \ o (J Lei J ~ t.? I t . ~\. ! l cl 
_,1~,. ,Ja111{".:. ~~i11g:.,-.·cocJ hi~!!:t·lf----J•~igl1ti11:-- ~J;,.·:.1 

. 1 H l . -. i l., k . o 
:· C ;11 a l I l fl ( (' .a L t l 1 ~l ~ t e l' 0 f ~' t . · i r H l l · ~ . 

T Ji E E ~ .c I ·: , .. 
t 1·11t• op<•1ii1111 f'llf.lJJf eJ•s ,,f a (,{ l'f!tll t,,ng 

sf,,r11 ,~f ll•t~ l 1
l11111,s of t~I. l•"••u.11l,:s nt>._r.l 

,,·e,·l~. I~,,oli ot•l f ot~ :---· • t.;f.JC:li O' T ll l~ 
It '.1141( ! . 4 ) -' • ~- • \" __ • 

FOOTBALL KNICKERS 
Navy or ,,~hite 10/6 

S\\·ansdo"·u lined cloz. 
~·1:nd fut Jllustraful 

NDON. 

l'f.lt~clvyur:. l'v;~l ['',-et :!!l. .~. ;:~-' 
GEO. OKOSJ: a,, CO., 8. New Bridge Stree\. London, ~C.4 

• 

BLUS 11111 Bhyne11. "Nerves, 1 'Selt-conaclottan~••, 
fflll Worry B&bit, Unrea.son~ble Fea.r1, etc .. 

- . -· , cured or money back t.Complefe Couree 
'J/·, De1p}1.-L. A. Stebbing, 28, De~p Boad,·L~d.p~,_!f .W.2. 

ST &---MERING .~- stuttet.inK~ .. ~ew:ren1arll­
~U • able. 0etta1n Curo. Book-

let fr~e. privatcls .-SPEClALIS'l•, Dept. A.P ., 
28 .. Dean Road. London, N.W .2. • . 

' THE ,. BRITANNIA '' · AIB PISTOL. 
A lJrj t i~it .. Prod uecu ,vcapon up~ 1nlo.i-
i ng ail.Jhe traditio11s of D·Rl'i'l~If ,,·on ... \.N.8IIIP. ,. Positivc1y 1 u~ 

lllQ~t r-.:· ura tc M ... \ClilXE-~I.A 1) E pistl,t t.:,·t r 

' I 

BE TALLER I I~1.trt.:a~ed 1uy o,,·n hcig-ht to t~t. 
3t1ns. 'l'rcatlll(.;llt £2.2s.-Details 

. . _ • · 2 ~. d. st a , u p. - .. \. B. · 11; Rf >S S . 
lil·ight Specialist. SC.ARBORC>UGH; .. ENG~AND. · 

BOY DETECTIVE OUTFITS, 
1_· ( , 1 : , ~in in g I u \-- i s i L l c Rad iv - an~ 
1'1.\·~r ic }'ire Iuk~iuger-print 
l'o,Y.ill.r. 8tC'r<·t Co· -~rand Codc-
1ua~k. 1'[eilil>L:rsllip Badge a1~d Card, 
an u Ilvu k : • 'flli u gs~ the Boy· "l'ec 

produced ~t the prict.. Bt.:autifully tiuh:hcd. 
Shoot::; ,,-ith great. f(lrcc and ·p1.·1tctr:ihnffi; l11 • .:iil~ 
111adc e11t1rc .. ly uf BEST STE~L. It ,vill \\'ear fLll 
·cvt.:r. L nri Ya lh:d for i 11door and outdoor p:s,:. ~ 

'Sl1'->1,:L1 l{n(nv. I,ricc i/-. Larger, 
,viLh extra 1tc1ns, 2.'6. Post Frc·e 
ft':)-lll 'l'ilt· Bt>Y·s, O'\\"'N ~li0P (JJt:sk 
l\.L.J;.), 2. l11v,·1·kip St., Grccnock. 

.'l'ar~~t and l~at ~hootiug. - - - ~· · 
J>r!ct. gun lJlucd., 8,!6 each. . ,vith supply rt 
-Pr1e~. })1ated •.. 9.,. cat·h. Darts and ~lug::;. 

St~illl. fur li.,;t of Gllns, tl-C~• ])Ost fret.\ .Jruni Jll~ n(if1tC:" 
FRANK CLARKE1 Sports Dept., 39,i'41, Lo-we.r 

Loveda_y S1-reet,, BIR:MI-NGHAM ... _.. 

Be sur~ to mention~THE NELSON ·LEE···.-LfBRAR 
when communicating witliL advertise,:•-~~~-(l·1orci~n l'ust, 3d.- iu the 1/- extra.I __ . __________________________ .,. __ - --------------------------

~ri_i:tcd and ·pnuli~llcd cYcry \v-cdnc~clay by the Proprlc'.tors, '1'he Au1algau1atc .. d l)rcs~. I.,td.," 'I'hc -Flr.ct,vay Iluul 
1;a,1 ~ ~1:,~~-:1n 8trc.•-'t,. L_c~ny<•}l., t.(J.4 .. _\_µv(:rli~e1uc·?1t (lfflccs: 'rhe Flcct,Yay Jlousc. Farringdon Street .... ~.C. 
,,cc..:ist, __ tl:l:1 for tl'ans1111::;::.i1ut1 Ly Cnnnd1a11 u1agazinc-pt,~t.- Sulisc-r:ption Ratl'~: I11Ja11d and Abroad. 11/- pt;r aunu!li. 
5 fj f,Jr ~1x lllr-utlts. SL·lt.: AgLnt~ fcl· AU::5tralia a~~d ~e,v Zc:1.l;u,J: :Mcsi:irt:. (~uru011 & t~ott:h. Ltd.; aud for SJut .. 

Airiea: (;cntral >"c\,·~ A.L:.cncy. Ltll. 
ft.I-. .. a. ~ .- -:: -. -. -.1...., .. A ,4 October 1st, 193;?, 
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